GRANDE PRAIRIE REGIONAL COLLEGE
DEPARTMENT OF ARTS, EOUCATION AND COMMERCE
aNTHROPOLOGY 2550

CONTEMPORARY CANADITAN NATIVE PEQOFPLES

Hinter 1%9& Instrustor: Laurie Nock
Time: Thursday, 18302120 Prone: Office S39-2B30
Lpocation: B202 Home S539=7318

Offige: G215
Office Hours: Mondays 1000-1100 and Tuesdays 1100-1200 or b
appointment. Drop—ing welcome,

COURSE DESCRIPTIDN

aboriginal peoples all over the world have been encapsulated within
modern nation-states. and the relationship is usually problematic--
gespecially for the former, The imposition of national (anag
international} economic systems 1s accomplisted through the
gppropriation of aboriginal resources {particularly land and
labor), Political systems designed to imeersanzlly govern millions
of people and relations with other nations of the same scale arp
imposed on small communities. Sogial systems developed to sustain
irequalities and to allow the interaction of strangers replace
systems which assume everyone is related, Ideological systems that
gnvision individual human control over the universe challenge those
which stress that we are inextricably linked to all beings past.
presant, and futu e @nd 3re responsible foar all of them and for
gach other. The corirol which the nation-state exertz over
anoriginal peoples is, wultimately, wmliitary. but it 1z also
expreased in its domination of the mass media and of educational
Eys1Ems, OFf particular interest is the perspective that legal
systems are coreated to further particular economic and politiecal
interests, and within particular cultural frameworks: Rowever, they
can also be ytilized by those whose Interssts are opposed and whose
culture 1s different.

Followlng an initial outlime pf the culture and =ociesty of
aboriginal peoples In Canadas prior to Europsan ocousation, we shall
study their experience under Euro~Canadian domination. We shall
examine the Treaties (legal documents by which aboriginal land was
acqulred) &nd consequent land claims sults, the Indian Act
fdesigned to control and protect Indian reserve lands and
residents), the continpuous quest for economic resources. and the
effects of Canadian educational,. religious and iegal institutions.
Througnout, our attempt will De to make sense of the Native point
of view, its logie and rationale: we shall be learning at least as
mugh of the Euro-Canadian point of view and its logic and
rationale.



REGUIREMENTS AND EWALUATION

A number of assignments based on course readings will be ewpected
auring this caurse. They must be handed in to the instructor in
class (where applicable} on the day they are due. Tardiness will
result in the loss of 3 out of 2 points, Excessive grammstical or
spelling errors may have the same result, All marking uses the
stanine system.

Assignment % Due Date
Treaties 10 Week 5
INDIAaN ACT 10 Weew 7
DANCIMNG WITH & GHOST 20 Wephk 9
SUNDOGE 240 Wegk 10O
POTSOM STROMGER THAN LOWVE 20 Weak 12
Hesoaroh reporti/presentation 20 Week 14
Grading Svstem

Grade Interpgretation

o

8 Exgellent

7

& Good

5

) Pass

5

2

1 Fail
TEXTS

THE INDIAN ACT, 782,

Maracle, Lea 1992 SUNDOGS. Thevtus Books Ltd.

Shkllnyk, Anastasiz M, |9B5 & POISON STRONGER THaN LOVE: THE
DESTRUCTION OF aN OJIBWA COMMUNITY. HNew Haven: Yale University
Pressg,

Ross, Rupert 1992 DANCING WITH & GHOST: EXPLORTING IMDIAN REALITY.
Feed Books Canada.

York, Geaffrey 1992 THE DISPQSSESSED: LIFE AND DEATH IN NATIVE
CaMadA. Little, Brown and Company (Canada).
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SCHEDULE
of Topics, Reguings. ang Assignments

Wapk Intraduction

Sterzotypes
Keeks ?=-3 Ethnographlc overview
Week U The quest for economic resources

York Chapters 5

Weak 35 Treaties

ASSIGHNMENT ON TREATIES QUE {10%)
Week & Land claims

York Chapter 5
Weeks 7-8B Indian Act; Economic and politicsl underdevelopment
York Chapter 3
ASSIGNMENT ON INDIAN ACT DUE WEEX 7 [10%)
Waesk 9 Education
York Chapters 2 and B
ASSTGNMENT ON DANCING WITH & GHOST DUE C200% )
Woek (O Legal systems: Canadian and traditional
York Chapter &
ASSIGNMENT ON SUNDOGS DUE r20%)
Hezk 11 Social problems
York Chapters 1, 4, 7. B, 10
blesk 12 Mobilization and re=zistance
Tork Chapter 2
ASSIGNMENT ON POTSON STRONGER THAM LOYE DUE {20%)

Week 14 Group presentations: contemporary issye
ESSay OUE {2o%)




Value: 10% Due: Week 5

ANTHRODPDLOGY 2850
ASSIGNMENT ON TREATIES

Read carefully Treaty 7 and Treaty B ang the reports socompanving
the latter. For each Treaty. answer the following ocuestions.

i.

2
&

=S 2 B =

=)

o

i,

When was |t sigred? What general area does {t encompass?
Why does Her Malesty's government want a Treaty?

What are the Indians to give up?

What does Her Majesty offer in return?

Hhat rights do Indians have on the lands thev have ceded?
Whst rights do others have on reserved land?

lhat do thne Indians promise for the future?

What does Her Majesty agree to give in future?

———

What §s the structure of Indian govermment, &8s expresssd in
the Treaty?

How are the Indianz te live in future. as expressed irm the
Treaty?

lhat are your comments Sbout and reactions to the Treatlies? How
do they differ or are they similar?




ANTHROPQLOGY 2550

Value: 10% Oue: Weak ™

ASSIGNMENT: INDIaAN ACT

You have received a copy of my synthesiz of the pre-1985 [mdiam
Act. Before you undertake this assignment, it {s susgested tnat
you reada through your 198°2 ocompilation, (It's not as lomg 35 14
looks; half of it is French. On the other hang, the English nalf

1s none tog =asy!) Make and/or take notes on it as vou go.  Your
assignment i= to

1. Oescribe the effects of this legislation on
the lives of reserve residents. 1 would
suggest that you make use of the categories I
Fava devised.

2. Compare my summary to the newer compilation.
WNote sectlions and articles which have kesn
changed, and attempt to explain the meaning
of these modificstione,



ANTHROPCOLDGY 2550

Value: 20% Due: Week 10
ASEIGHNMENT : DARCING WITH & GHOST

If vyou Jived in the reality described by Rupert Foss, how would
vou have exparienced Grade (X--your gholcel? Take irto accoumt
Tactors such as intérference, attitudes to time. grading,
competition., and currigulum. If you were able to design an
educational experisnce for that grade consistent with thi= way of
thinking, What would it pe like?

ANTHRORPDLOGY 2550

Value: 20% Oue: Wesk 10
ASSICGHMENT - SUNDOGS

Oescribe non—native society. 35 seen throuah the eves of Marianne
angd her familw.




ANTHROPOLDEY 2550
Value: 20% Oue: kieek 12
ABSIGHNMENT : POISON STRONGER THAN LOVE

Some of the principle causes of the destruction of the Grassy
Marrows Ojibwa communlty were:

glcohaol

relocatian

disruption of Lrapolino

disgovery of pollution

the imposition of Camadian government adminlstration

Describe the effects of these factors on ideclogy (religiocn or
spirituality, ideas pf good and bad, right and wrong), sacial
grganization, political 1ife and the economig system of the
community. Which wWould appear to be the most significant socurce
of change?




ANTHROPDLOGY 2550

Value; Z20% Due: Week 14
RESEARCH INTO CONTEMPORARY ISSUES

Many of the problems facing native peoples todav are 3 result of
the implementation of Canadian legal statutes ard/or the policies
or assumptions underlyimg them.

In your fifteem-minute presentation. vou may chooee to focus on
one contemporary native issue, the esperience of one group of
native peaple, oF one manlfestation of native discomtent.
Oesgriba it, and its historical development, particularly 35 it
reflects the implementation of Canadian rule=. Where possible.
indicate how natives have attempted to address these problems.
You are required 1o submit 3 written version of your report,
approximately ten paoges in length, complete with bibligaraghy. &
brief putline may be usgeful for fellow students.

Topice of studerts in the past:

Hative experiences in wban areas

Regerve life / urban life

Mative education

Canadian native leaders

Wildlife as seen and used by mative peoples
Oka 1990

Mative peaples and natural resources

Sports and native peoples

Child welfare system and native peoples




