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COURGE DESCRIPTION

Tnis course is5 being developed ln response to a pernelved nead ta aler:
students Of 3 new generation to the continueo vitallity af racism,
although many Canadians would llke to emphaalze our historical or
geographical distanoe from it,

We will discuss tne biological basis of race. and the relatlanship
between genetlic differencas and soclal or cultural charactaristics. We
will seek to understand the ideological foundations of raciszm, which
are Lnhgrent in the need of all peaples to ses themselves as the most
truly suman, if nol as "the best". This ethnocentrism need rfot be =
neyatlive forte. as differances (e they physical or cultural) need not
be measured againast each other, 1t becamée a negative force whnen
corralated with g:fferentials ln power, be it economic., political or
military domination, The comblnation of ethnocentrisn wilh oower makes
Lt posalble Tor those of one culiure to exploit Bthers for profit: 1o
daeflne tham as intTerlor, in need of change and improvement (by forge 17
necessary )y 1o legislate their incapacity to manage their own
gestinies: to oeny Lhem esocess to sducation, employment and esteem (and
thus fulfill the prophecy of inferlority): apd, ultimately, toe deglsre
them inhuman, une&orthy of life, resulting In intentional aon
ynintentlional genoocide. @A mythology of racism emerges to justify and
to rationalize ifnequality, replete with intsllesotual, sexuzl snd moral
carleaturss and sterectypes. HWe wlll study tne comples interplay
between inheritance, culture, language, territory and religlous and
political ldedlogles, Within a soclety. racism interacts with other
dimensiona of inequality (2.g. economic, political and gender). to
define privileged socisl zectors witn more glarity. Between nations,
racism is both a result and pause of colonialism, migration and under-
development, The oconsequences of oppression and the denial of rights
based on racial and ethnit orflgin have often been political
mabilizatlon., intér-group violance, warfsre and atrocitieas.

In this anthropolegy course, the toplc of race relations will be
studied cross-aulturally, but with freguent reference tao our own
nation. Students wiil uwnderstand more clearly why, oven If we ro
Ignger “Baliévye” In i1t, raci=m egntinues ta thrive.




REBUTIREMENTE AND EVALUATION

There will be Tour take-home tests during the course of the tarm,
congleting of 3 zhree to five pofe (l.o. wup Lo 1250 Wordal response Lo
3 question agt by the lnstructor. Students need only subait three aof
these, or may submit all four &nd omit the lowest mark from Lhe
calculation of thelr course grade. In a half-hour presentation near
the end of term, each student will provige an aecount of race relations
in a8 society outside of North Amprica. weing concepts and perspeaciives
presented ouring the caurse. The Final evamination in the courge will
also conglst of & response Lo a iske-home aquestion drawn from clsss
pregentationa.

Assignments must be handed In to the inatructar 4n elass on the day
they are Oue., Exoessive grammatical or spelling arrors will result in
the loss of 2 out of 9 points.

assignment % Dus Date

Test #l 202 End of kHesk 3

Test &2 2" Ena of Week &

Teat #3 20+ End of Week &

Test &d a0 Entd of Wesk 12

Test #5 20 One waeh after lapt class Oral
Fresentation 20 Wesks 13 and 14

' The best three oF thege four marks will be used in the calaulatian of
e oourgs mark.
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