GRANDE PRAIRIE REGIONAL COLLEGE
DEPARTMENT OF VISUAL AND FERFORMING ARTS

AR_Z36 VISUAL FUNDAMENTALS | (3-3} LT, 3

Instructor: Keitn Howard, Master of Arts Pegree, Hew York University. Pase
Graduate iploma in Education, aydney Teachers Col Yo Alalralia,
Uiploma in Fine Arts, Mational Art School, Sydney, Australia

Hours per week: |pcture 3 o Laboratory {Studind- 3

Prerequisites: i

Transfer Status: Ak 236 and A 237 Yisugl Fundamentals [ and [] are equivalent

Lo AR 23l Visual Fundamentals. AR 236 and AR 237 will only be taught in the
Fegqron .

Course Descriprion:

AR 2368, visual Fundamentals L. s the first secvion of an introductory |ewvel
lecture/studio course in Lwd and three dimensional design that seeks to duvelap
an appraciation and understanding oF the basic elements and principles ar desiga
in the visual arts. Students will deal with the bacic fundamentals of art whije
developing a critical tnsight and working knowledge of materials (medial,

Calendar Descriptign:

A studio based course with emphasis on the ungerstanding of visual dynamics and
design of visual form, A basic course where students are introduced ro various

CONCepLs and projects using a variety of art media. This course 1s First part
aof twa. ~

Course 1n Perspective:

AR 236 will cover the basic elements of destgn:  form, line, shape, value,
texture, colour, space ang the principles of organization: rhythm, balance,
scale/proportion, and mavement, With an emphasis gn exploration and product ian
of  concefts -and visual images, The student wWill be introduced tg
seeing/ Tdentifying, imagining and problem solving with emphasis on an tndividual
and collective creative approach. There wil] te 11lustrated lectures and films
Lo convey specific conceprs, Demonstrations of techniques and materials will
B2 given to further the explaration Capabilities of the student Lhus contributing
L0 an undeérstanding of the retationship between art and ather disciplines,

Visits to galleries/ang Studiog will be eAtouraged. There will be guest lectures
@nd visiting artiges,




Lourdie Objectives:

Studonts wil]:

1. learn 1o perceive, igentify ang apply the basic elements of 4rt, principtes
of gesign and the creative process., They will begin to communicate
visually eapressed *nfarmation while understanding matural and abstract
relationships.

ey

begin to equip themselves with a visyal and verbal wvocabulary.
i develop a critical and aesthetic criterta.
a, broaden thelr awareness, undefstanding and zesthetic appreciation of art,

B beqin to ‘dentify their own values in relationsnip to their envirosment,

fra develop basiec skills and techniques,

Lourse Breakdown:

UnfL ]-:
An introduction to the nature of art and aesthetics, ncluding:

- what 1% design?

= art as a lifestyle
- concepts of seeing, imagining and identifying - ~
= the role of coatrast in design 3

- development of aesthetic growth
- our environment as 8 resource

nit 2:

In this unit the student, through creative inguiry, explores and re-thinks fdeas;

learns to identify and arrange basic elements and principles of prganization in

arder to become aware of thelir abstrace relationships,

Line - A5 a means of visual comiunication, physica) characteristics,
expressive properties, relationshig to the other art efements,
line in representatiaon.

Shape - definition, use, shapes ang space, edges, formal meaning,

value - relationship to other art elements, descriptive, expressive
and decorative wses, compositional functiocn.

Texture - relatfonships to the visual drts and pattern, types, pictarial
function, actwal, implied

hSpace - perceiving, illusion, lateral, actual




Tne abpve will be studied constdering the principles of arganization and variety
employing nalance, mavement | preparation, unify {gecstalt}, dominance and CCORAaMmY .

Init 3:

Pursuing and clarifying the concepts and principles of unit 1 and Unit 2 thraugh
two-dimenstenal problem salving,

bnit &:
A continuation of the exploratfon and tnvestigation already begun 1n Unit 3.
pecitically, examining the tramsition between twa and three dimenstonal desian

and three aimensional problem solving.

Reference Texts:

Art Fundamentals Theory and Practice, 5th Edition
Ocvivk, Bone, Stinson. Wizz.

A Primer of Visual Literacy
Loris A, Ponads

Design Conceprs and mpplication
Cheatham/Cheatham/ Haler

Design, The Search for unity
Eugene Larkiw

Home Assignments : =

This will be determined by the instructor. Students will be expected to inyest
4 minimum of six hours a week out of class.

Lriteria for Evaluation:

La The level of creatfvity and craftsmansnip demonstrated.

i Tne degree of knowledge ang understanding of the elements and principles
of this particular studio discipline.

c Partfolio presentations will be required throughout the guration of this
COuFséE,
a, Uverdue assignments will be penalized. Work must be completed within "7

daye" of ariginal deadline or failure to do &0 may constitute a "0" grade,

B Professtonal  Urientation as  inafcated by enthusiasm, commitment,
inenlvement and Flexibility in collective and individual critiques.




Assessment and GradinE:

A

Final Grade:

90% Class and Home Assignments
102 Participatton

Hid=-term: ¥

A number grade based vpon assignments completed. Mid-term may be an
indicator grade only for the student's reference on his/her performance

" in this course. This will enable the student to make improvemants of the

evaluated work for the final portfolio presentation,

MNote:

More than 10% absenteefsm may constitute a failure except for medical or
extenuating circumstances in which case a doctor's letter may be required.

Lateness will he noted.




