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Students will have a basic understanding of Piaget's theory of
coanitive development.
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Students will have an understanding of the meaning of intelligence
and know some methods of assessment in early childhood.
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Students will be able to describe characteristic lanquane development
from birth through the preschool years.

Students will know ways in which the adult can support
language development,
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Students will understand the meaning of diveraent thinking and ways it
can be enhanced,

i

Students will demonstrate basic understanding of theories regarding
the development of moral reasoning,
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Students will have 4 basic understanding of Pizaget's theory of
cognitive develooment,

Learning Tasks:

1.

By means of class discussion and readings, bocome aware of Piaget's
bielogical appreach to the study of human intellectual development,

Discuss and research Piaget's stages of cognitive development with
emphasis on the preoperational period.

Write a brief description of how a preoperational child thinks,
Include relevant examples of lanquage and behavigr of ¥oung
children drawn from your personal experience 2.9, egocentrism,
transductive reasening, etc.

With reference ta developmenta] characteristics of children in the
precperational period, discuss:

a) the importance of providing a wide variety of direct experiances
with materials
B) the adult's role in BACOUraging problem solving behaviour,

In small groups, select Fiagetian tasks to be done with twa children.
Video the process and discyss results with the rest of the class.,
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Stipdents will have an understanding of the meaning of intelligence and
know some methads of assessment in early childhood,

Learning Tasks:

1

Read and discuss articles on the subject of intelligence and examina
the varfous definitians,

Evaluate the following statements re: intellectual functioning:

a)] Intelligance s fived at birth.
b) Intelligence 1s detarmined by environmental factors.

Develop & definitian of Tntelligence--note soyvers] examples of children's
behaviour you consider to show intelligence. Explain how these behzvigurs
relate to your definition of intelligence,

OR

Observe a child ar children erdaged 10 an activity, Dascribe those Aspacts
af her/thair behaviour which you canstder to show intelligence. Give

FE3sans,

Examing in class and discuss (bensfits, problems, disadvantages, etc.) a

variety of measures

used Lo assess children's intelligence,
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students will be able to d2scribe the tharacteristic Janguage develapmant |
from birth through the preschool years., i

Learning Tacks:

1, Critically examine the fallowing explanations of haw children develap
lanquage wsagsa:

a) Imitation theary

b} Maturation theory

c] Reinforcement theory
d] Social learning

e) Innateness model

d. In small groups develop a chart 1dentifying characteristic patterns of
language development from hirth to 6 Years,

3. Record samples of children's speech in different age groups between & months
and b y2ars to discuss them in terms af the language stages.
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atisdents will know ways fn which the adult can support language
devalopment.,

Learning Tasks:

1. Read "Fostering the Development of Language Skills" (Tha Whole Child
by Joanne Hendrick).
Discuss and practise some of her suggestions for fostering language
development with children. Anecdotaily, descrite and assess the effectiveness
of the methods yvou've used.

i
a

Explore and assess "packaged" Tanquage development pragrams e.q. DUSO and
Peabody.

3. Develop and carry out some activities designed to promote lanquage
development. Use these activities with children and submit a plan and
assessment of one of the aclivities. (objectives, material, procedure,
adult's role, observations, evaluation - children's learning, changes and
extensions. )
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Students will understand the meaning of convergant and divergent thinking
and ways to enhance divergent thinking. i

|

Learning Tasks:

1,

Aesgarch, discuss and define the meanings of convergent and divergent
thinking. Give examples of each.

Discuss the relationship between convérgent and divergent modes of
thinking to the develapment and expression of creativity.

Ofscuss approaches to teaching or interacting with children that will
encourage:

a) divargent thinking

b) convergent thinking

Davelop a Tist of questions an adylt could ask a child which walld promote
convergent thinking and a 1ist of guestions which would pramote divargent
thinking.

In small groups, develop saveral activity ideas fop yound children which
would be likely to promote divergent thinking. 3Share these ideas with the
rest of the class and role play possible means of adult involvament which
would promote or discourage divergent thinking,

Examine the relationship between creativity and intelligence,
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Students will demanstrate basic understanding of thegries regqarding
the development of maral reasoning,

Learning Tasks:

I. Research and discuss developmental stages of moral reasoning as
described by Kohiberg and Piaget,

. Discuss the relationship between maoral reasoning and cognitive
develapment.

3. Use spme of Piaget's and Kohlberg's stories (or make up your own)
to identify the moral reasoning of children under and aver the
age af 7.




