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Educational Foundations FEB. Q' 200
THE SCHOOL IN NORTHERN COMMUNITIES
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Instructor
D, Campbell Ross Olle: C3112 Phone: 539-2993
Briel Description

An analysis of differences in school-community relations in the three setlings most tvpical of
MNorthwest Alberta - wban, rural, and remote - in the context of the evolution [rem Lhe teacher
mitiated “community school’ movement of the 1970s and the parentipolitician‘community
mitiated *consumer choice” movement of the 1990s.

Nare: Not available to first-vear students,

Texts

Course Readings

MNewton and Newton, Voiees, Vision and Vitality (19492)
Yoice of the Dm, ed. B. WNeil {2000}

Overview

Ome of the challenges of becoming a teacher in the 1990 is coming to grips with a selioal
environment that is expected to be more directed by and moré responsive to the community,

The course begins with an overview of why the debate over schooling has moved so strangly in
this direction. [t will examine similarities and conirasts between the teacher imtiated
‘community school' movement of the 70s/80s and the parentpolitician/community mitialed
‘consumer choice” movement of the 90s.

A second magor foces of the course is 1o provide the means for a deciding of what
discriminations should be made between the nature of school/community relations and
mteractions m three different contexts: urban, rural, and remote. Along with texts and readings,
a key resource will be a series of interviews, andiotaped 1n Grande Prairie Public and Catholic,
Peace Wapiti, and Northlands school systems. These recording ave also intended to provide an
appropriate and equitable base for the student term papers in the course.
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Class Schedule
Week 1-2 Iniroduction

Week 3-4

Week 5-6

Week 7

Week 5-9

Week 10-11

Week 12-13

Weeld 14-15

Term Papers

School and Commumnity in the Progressive Education movement
The *Community School” movement - principles and practice in Alberta;
the 708z

The 9s: *Reinventmg’ govermment and *redesigning’ schools

Voices from urban schools: interviews with principals in Grande Praine,
Term paper #1: The school context in a small urban setting

Midterm Fxam

Voices from rural schools: mterviews with principals in Peace-Wapiti,
The nature of rural communities and their relationship o
schools/schoolteachers.

Voices, Vision and Vitality Chapters 1, 3, 4-6, 8

Youwes from remole schools: mterviews with pringipals/teachers in
MNorthland. The natyre of remote native communities and their
relationship to schools/schoolleachers,

Term paper #2: The school confext io rural and remote settings.

Developmg a typology of school/community interactions in urban, rural,
and remote locations.

Review and Final Exam

I000-1500 words. An analysis of comparisons and contrasts in school/community relations in
urban, rural, and remote settings. Basic data to come [fom live and audio-cassette inlerviews,
Evaluation will be /10 for extensiveness and quality of argument, /15 for use of evidence and

relationship to argument, /5 [or quality of expression =30 total. Late papers will be penalized

5% per day.

Evaluation Ya

Attendance/Participation {1

Midterm Exam 25

Term Paper 40

Fmal Exam 25
LM}
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