English 1010: Critical Reading and Writing
Fall-\Winter 2000-01
Section B23

SEV 25
. Lowisc Saldanha &3 m telephone: 539 2369
office: C108 e-mail: saldanha@ gpre.ab.ca
office hours: Monday 3200 - 4:30 pm.
Fndays 10:0G- 11:30 am,

course description:

This course will be a study of English literature in both its historical and contemporary contexts,
We will approach these texts analvtically, focussing on the dyvnamics of race, gender, class, and
cultural difference in relation to both reading and wniting practices, in order to recognize the
function of literature (and literary analysis) in the “real world. "

course objectives:
1. To introduce you 1o a vanety of literary works in English within the context of current
trends and challenges in the field of literary studies

il To develop your skills in written communication

lexts:

Findlay, isobel, et al. [neroducrion ro Literature (4 ed)

Lunsford, Andrea, Robert Connor, and Judy Segal. The Evervday Writer: A Brief Reference
Rowling, J.K. Harry Potrer and the Philosopher s Stone

Shelley, Mary. Frankenseein

King, Stephen. Dolares Claiborne

Shakespeare, Willlam. Measure for Measure

Kogawa, Jov. (hasan

Maracle, Lee. Sofowrner’s Truth and Sundogs

I prefer you use the editions of the books on sale at the campus bookstore. If, however, you use
other editions, please make certain that they are all unabridged (that no changes have been made
to the original text).

evaluation:

reading responses 15%

shorter writing assignments  15%

essay #1 153%

essay #2 15%

essayR3 15%

class presentation 15%

class participation 10% (this includes contributions to class discussions,

improvement, attendancs, participation in small group work)




ASSIGMMENTS:
1) reading responses

These will be one page in length and will respond to the works assigned. They should take no
fonger than twenty minutes to write, They musi be wrinen In senlences and nat in pomt form. On
the diays they are due {se¢ attached schedule), they are to be submitted to one member of the
group for summary. The group member responsible for the summary will altsmate with sach
subrmission (there arg a total of fifteen reading responses due by April, so each group member
will be responsible for doing three summaries during the course). This summary will be
submitted to me by the date due (sec attached schedule). ALL GROUP SUMMARIES ARE A
REQUIREMENT, NO LATE SUMMARIES WILL BE ACCEPTED.

These responses are informal and thoughtful. They will not be graded for correct gramunar, style,
or mechanics since these are not the purpose of this exercise. The main gonl is simply 1o
respond to the readings assigned and why you think you responded the way you did,

Individual responses and group summanes of responses should follow the format outlined in the
handouts provided in class,

There are a total of fifteen reading responses due,
) shorter writing assignmenis
Assigned topics will be distributed in class,

These will be one paragraph in length and will respond fo the topic assigned. They must be
written in sentences, and not in point fonn. NO LATE SHORTER WRITING ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE
ACCEPTED. There will be a wotal of 6 short writing assignments in this course. The purpose of
these assignments (s to help guide you in developing and arguing your ideas effective ly in the
assigned essays,

Crading Criteria: Each writing assignment wil| be worth 4 points,

4 = Excellent: writing flows smoothly, points sufficiently developed and persuasive, clear
writing, no major errors in matters of convention (grammar, spelling, punctuation, MLA format,
sefilencs structure).

3 = Good: awkwardness and/or wordiness sometimes detract from the smooth flow of ideas,
points occasionally could use more development, some errors in matters of convention
{grammar, spelling, punctuation, MLA format, sentence structure).

2= Fair: writing Is appropriate but mechanical and lacks variety, points lack sufficient
development to be persuasive, some errors in matters of convention {grammar, spelling,
punctuation, MLA format, sentence structure) that threaten to obscure micaning,

1= Poor: writing is unclear and difficult to follow, ideas lack substance and development,
NUMeErous errors in matters of convention (grammar, spelling, punctuation, MLA format,
sentence structure) that interfere with comprehension of writing,



3Y exsais!
Topics will be distributed in class at least two weeks before essay drafts are due.

Pleage see the College Policy on plagiarism under “Academic Conduct”in the Calender.
Plagiarism 1s never allowed. Plagiarism includes representing the ideas or words of another
person as your own without proper acknowledgment and extends to the work of other students,
the lntemet, books, magazines, jonmals. TV shows, films, ete. This would not only include
direct copying without citing the source, but paraphrasing as well,

There will be a total of three major essays due in this course on the following dates:

Essay DeaFT DUE Fiual DUE

#1 November 13 November 20

#2 February 12 February 23

#3  Tapics Due: Mareh 12 | Apnl 2 April &
Crading critena:

Excellent Writing: 9-8 Egsay

This essay is clearly written and clearly organized. It demonstrates onginality of thought,
challenging ideas, and depth of analysis. It is characterized by logical development, support of a
central idea with concrete textual evidence, well-constructed sentences and paragraphs, and no
major errers in spelling, punctuation, sentence structure, and word usage,

Good Wnting: 7-6 Essay

While this essay is well-written, it is unevenly so. The discussion is not the in-depth and
thoughtful analysis that it should be and ideas often need to be developed more to be persuasive.
At times, the paper seems to have 4 mechanical quality. It is characterized by a good
demonstration of thought and written expression, good organization and development of s central
argument, adequate supporting evidence, clear language, and no major mechanical spelling
errors.

Satisfactory Writing: 5-4 Essay

This essay 1s clear, and represents a real attempt at an academic essay, [is ideas are
underdeveloped, however and the logical flow of the argument is unclear. It is charactenized by
lapses in supporting evidence and explanation, insufficient depth of analysis, and a minimum of
mechanical, spelling, and usage crrors,

Poor writing: 3 Essay
This essay is difficull to read because of unclear thoughts, ineffective language, lack of sentence
and paragraph ¢lanty and’or major mechanical, spelling, and usage errors.

L'nacceptable Writing: 2-1 Essay

This essay represents a failed attempt at academic writing and because of incoherent structures,
peorly developed ideas, failure to develop a central idea, poor sentence structure, poor paragraph
development, and frequent mechanical, spelling, and usage errors, it is virtually impossible 1o
understand.




) class gresentations

Each group will be required 1o present the scene assigned to you from Megsure tor Medsure
{some class time will be provided to work on this assignment) to the ¢lass, Your duty will be (o
provide a guide to the scene assigned you in order to better help the class not only understand the
scene itself but also to place the scene within the context of the play a5 a whole, How Vel
organize and present your maténal is up to vou, Be informative, engaging. hively,
challenging—no bering lectures! The presentation, however, must involve the tollowing colena:

A) Plat
[y establish the characters and setting of the scene
2} establish the events of the scene and their importance within the play
B) Central [deas
T} explain what you feel to be the main ideas dealt with or mentioned in the scene.
[dentify the key quotations by act, scene, and line number,
2} explain the imponance of the scene within the play in terms of its ideas and themes.

Each group member must participate in the preparation of the presentation as well as the
presentation itself. [n addition, please provide me with a detailed list of the tasks each group
member was assigned {and completed) for this project.

If you need photocopying, transparencies, or any other audio-visual equipment, let me know at
least 48 hours in advance,

I'he length of the presentation should be 15 minutes {maximum).

OTHER STUFF:

1} Attendance: You are cxpected to attend all classes and are responsible for obtaining
information given in classes you miss. You must cheek to make sure you received all handouts,
as this material may be covered on exams as well. [ am not able to keep track of who did not
receive handouts, so be responsible for yourself,

2} Attendance Poliey: You are allowed three unexcused absences. These absences require no
explanation on your part—they are “freebies.” An excused absence needs to be ¢leared with me
and usually requires documentation. Any unexcused absences beyond three will lower your
grade and your participation grade will be affected,

3) Late assignments will not be accepted unless arrangements for late submissions have been
made with me at least two days prior 1o the date on which the assignment is due,

4} All work must be submutied personally to me. Keep a copy of all your written work.

5) Pleas: 118 : ol

Plagiarism is never allowed, Plagiarism includes representing the ideas or words of another
person as your own without proper acknowledgment and extends to the work of other students,
the Internet, books, magazines, journals, TV shows, films, etc. This would not only include
direct copying without citing the source. but paraphrasing as well,
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