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English 3180: Women's Literary Tradition
Winter 2002
Lecture/3 Credits (3-0-0) UT

Section A3

*=* Please note that the prerequisile for this ennme is Fnglish 1000 or English 1000 or
equivalent
Louise Saldanha telephone 539 2869
office: C308 e-matl: Isaldanhaiiiypre.ab.ca
offies hours:  Monday 2:00 - 2:30 pam,

Thursday 3:00 - 4:30 p.m.

of by appointment

HOMW 10 GICT THE MOST QUT OF THIS CLASS:

1} Plan enough time to get the asstonments done.
2} Read actively, take notes, jot down questions as you read.
3) Some reading assigranents are Jonger than others: plan vour time accordingly,

4] Take responsibility for the suceess of your small group discussions. Since [ can't be
everywhere (and since [ don't think nay rele is 1o police your discussions), it's up 1o each of vou
lo use your tme wisely in your small group. Thes 18 your opportunity to discuss tssoes we have
not covered 1 the larger group and to ask questions of vour classmates that vou may not feel
comfortable asking of the lager group.

5) Come to my office with your questions. [113 difficult to strike 8 balance in this course
between those of you who already have a strong background in literatere, and those of vou who
hove less experience with literature and are unfamiliar with literary concepts/conventions:
therefore, 1 15 mmpottant that you let me know i you are having difficulties, or it vou feef thag
vou want more in-depth discussion,

course deseription:
This course invalves an examination of women's wriling in English from the mid-ninetzenth
century (o the present, with emphasis on the ways in which the national, racial, class, and sexual
identities of women writers shape and challenge the formation of & women's literary “tradition”
in Englisn.

course ohjectives
To theorise the dynamics of race, gender, ¢lass and culturs] difierence in relation to
writing'readingfteaching practices, withm the conlext of fiction, poetry, plays and essays by
Aftican American, Amencan, British, Canadian, Nanve, and posteolonial women writers, 1o so
doing, we will come to a fuller understanding of the fellowing:

. the intertwined roles of history and literature i articulating wiat it means to be a
“woman I a certain place and time

. what it has mean! 4o write as a “woman™

y the revelations, ambiguities, and contradictions of themes that have emerged over time as

central concems for women wrilters




conrse expectations:
This will be a discussion-orienied course, and se you will be expectad to participale actively in
thiz class by contributing regularly to class discussions  You will be expected to attend class
ezularly and are responsible for obtaining infonnation given in elnsses you miss, including
handouts. Since we meet anly once a week, 1f you miss one class vou have missed o week's
worth of matersal!

TEXTS

Giilbert, Sandra and Susan Gubar.  The Norton Anthology of Lizerature by Women (in addition
to selected shorter readings from this text, we will be reading Jawe Ewre, The dwakening,
The Yellow Wallpaper, and Sule)

Koowawa, Chharan

Phalp. Harrer's Duugheer

Rube, Devert of the Heart

Lo, A Charis of Mushrooms

Erdrich, Leve Medicine

In addition 1o these texts, cach group will be vesponsible for resding and presenting
collaboratively one of the following novels lmking it to one of the seetions (*lcaming,”
“{unplearning.” “loving,” elc.) organisig our discussion in the course. Further details on this
class presentabon follow,

Armstrong, The Book of fessica: A Theatrical Transformation

Culleton, fr Search of April Raintree

Muaracle, Ravensang

Michaels, Fugriive Pieces

Shange, for colored girld whe kave consideced yuicide when the rainbow s enuf’

I prefer you use the editions of the books on sale at the campus bookstore, 11, however, vau use
other editions, please make certain that they are all unabridged {that no changes have been made
10 the grigimal fext),

EVALUATION
weekly reading responses 0%
group class presentation 20%
journal K1
final exam I
class participalion 100 (this includes connibutions to class discussions,

improvement, attendance, participation m gmall group work, as
well as participalion in large ¢lass discussions)

OTHER STUFF:
1} Attendance: You are expected 1o attend all clusses and are responsible for obraining
information given in classes you nuss. | am nol able |o keep track of wha did not recoive
handouts, so be responsible for yourself,




2} Aligndance Policy: Yeou ure allowed one unexcused ahsence. This absence requires no
explanation on your part—il is a “freshie.” An excused absence necds Lo be cleared with me snd
usually requires documentation. Any unexcused absences beyond one will lower vour grade and
your participation grade will be affecied.

3) Lare nssignments will not be accepted unless arrangernents for late submissions have been
made with me a1 least two ditvs prior 1o the dale on which the assignment is due.

4 All work must be submitted personally to me. Keep a copy of all your written work.

3} Please see the Coflgee Policy on plagisrism umder “Aeademic Canduet™ip the Calender.
Plagiarism is pever allowed. Plagiansm includes representing the ideas or words of another
person as your own withoul proper acknowledgment and extends o the work of other students,
the Internet, books, magazines, journals, TV shows, fibms, cte. This would oot anly include
direcl copying without citing the source, bul paraphrasing as well.

ASSICGHNMENTS
1} weekly reading responses (10%)

These will be approxamately one typed page in length and will respond 1o the readings assigned.
These are due cach Monday and are to be submitted to me 3 the end of the class . No LaTE

RESFONSES WILL 138 ACCEPTEL,

The mam poal is simply (0 respond to the readings assigned, and why vou think vou responded
the way vou did.

Reading responses should rollow the format outlined i the handout provided in ¢lass,

Class presenters ate not required (o complete the reading responses for the week they present,




2) growup class presentation {20%)

Your group will be responsible for reading, researching, and presenting collaboratively one of the
following novels linking 1t w ope of the sections (“learning,” unHearmmg,” “loving,™ eté, )
orgamising our discussion in the course:

Avmstrong. The Book of Jessico: A Thearrical Transformarion

Cullelon, fn Search of April Rulntree

Maracle, Ravensang

Michaels, Fuoitive Ploces

Shange, for colored girls who have considered yuivide when the vaimbow iy eruy

You de not have 1o link your novel to the theme scheduled [or discussion on the day vou present;
you de have to link your novel to any one of the themes we will be discussing this semester

Each person will participate m 2 group, conduct research, und make a class presentation, The
presentation must make reference 1o of least three academic articles (only cne of which ma v be
an Internet article). Your role will be to “leach™ the class vour assisned book. Presenlations
should run hetween 30 - 40 minules and should promote disoussion., even controversy, and
should be interesting (ie. no bormg lecturing). 17se hundouts for overhesd transparencies, or
power powmnl) to indicate the work’s key themes and most sotable stvlistic featyres, or any other
factual material (1 can photocopy handoats for the class if you give them to me in advanee),

Fach siudent will evaluate their experiences as a group member. Presentation grades will he
based on self. peer, and mstructor evaluation.

Mimimum expectations for the presentation:

al a summary of the novel, meluding what vou fee] 10 be key scenes, quolations,
clements ol style

by a bnefl biography of the author

c) what other critics have sind about the novel

d) your response to the novel: what ideas mierested you the mest? challenged vou?
what ideas Jdid the povel miroduce you to that yeu had not thaught of before?
do vou agree with the critics’ assessment? why ot why not?

c} A enlique of your response (vour beliefs/assumplions, cle. See seli-critigoe
scction of joumal assignment)
fi what hinks/conpections can be made between vour ass ened novel and other texis

we bave read in the ¢ourse thus far?
How you arganise and present your material is entirely up to vow
After the presentation, it will be the group’s respansibility to facilitate class discussion,
Each group member must participate in the preparation of the presentation as well as the
presentation itself. If vou need photocopying, transparencies, or any other audio-visual

cquipment, lef me know by the Thursday preceding your prosentation.

[ swrongly recommend that vou discuss your assigned novel and your ideas with me at least 10
days before your presentation 1o ensure thal you arc on the right track,



X forarnal (30%.0:

DUE: FEBRUARY 4 Two JOURNAL ENTRIES DUE
MARCH 4: WO JOURNAL ENTRIES DUE
O OR BEFORE AFRIL 13 TWO JOURNAL ENTRIES DUE

Veor journal must be submitted Lo a notebomsk vl Juu-Lanyg sepurate ffom the one VoL are osing
for your notes. Your journal must be tvped. Please do not use point-form.

The reading journal consists of six responses to any of the 1exts from the course fexcluding the
one you are using for your class presentation}, Yoo do not have to wiite aboul each of these texts
separately; vou may find conpections or wish to pursue a comparison between twa Lexts, for
example. 1 you take my suggestion inlo consideration ¢ach time vou submil your entries, vour
work will improve.

Your prade will be based on the progress vou show throughoo! the jowmnals and the ways in
whioh you demonstrate a concerted effort 1o achieve the analvsis/critique work required for this
assignment. This 18 why [ require you to submit all your entries 1o me, includmg those 1 have
already read, for cach submission. If you are snclear sbout these requirements, or vour progress
within the context of these requirements, come and see me before the deadiine (remember: i voo
cannol metke my office hours, we can arrange an allerpative time). 1 voo do not see me with
your questions, [ cannot help you.

Each of vour entries should show me that you have read and thought about the text, and should
contain a substantial eritique. To do this you won't be able to do arn entry in any fewer than 2-3
double-spaced typed pages. Please carefully proofread vour entrjes and ensure that they are
withou( prammatical or mechanical errors.

Euach entry must involve the following mellectual work:
1} level one: response

. Whal is the predominant effect of the text on you? {¢confusion, suspense, idenlification
with the characiers, interest, boredom, amusement, terror, ete. Expund as much as
possible)

ilevel two: self-critique

. Why do you think the 1ext had thal effect? To answer, this vou should ask yourself

questions such as the following:
‘Where does my response come from? Why did I respond this way? What
agsumpions/expectalions did [ bring to my reading of this text? How does thes
text challenge my assurmphions/expeclaions? What challenges me the maost about
Ui text? Whal things in this text do I resist? Why? Where and why was I taught
the beliefs that are bemg challenged by these texts? What knowledpe/lack of
knowledge am 1 discovermg? (Note: 1f there are culturally specific references in
the text with which vou are not familiar, v and research these). Onverall , what
does your response tell you about your style af reading, your values, vour
assumplions? {There 15 no need 1o answer all of these questions. They are meant
a5 ways o ¢l you thinking. Eespond to the ones that waork for you.)

nt) level three: cultural ertigue

. Thiz needs to be less “I-oriented” and must move into 2 societal critique, focussing on
daominant, or mainstrean, sociely 's attliudes towiards |he 1ssues vou raige in he seli-
critique section, What are sociely's ideas about women, women’s lilerulure, codes of
behaviour, notions about what 18 "normmal,” “conventional” ete, that ure revealed?




3) fimed exam {30%)
DUE: April 15, 2002
Thas will be a take home exam and will be distributed i advance of the due date.

§) cfass participatian [10%)
This includes contributions to class discussions, improvement, attendance, parlicipaion in small
group work, as well as participation m large class discussions

SCHEDULE (TENTATIVE!HY)
Always bring the reading(z) an the schedule 1o class. Texts may be supplemented by critical
arhicles, Alms, ete. by the instructar, You must endeavour to keep up with the reading. Lectures
will not be helpfu] 1o you if vou have not read the assigned books.

January 7: Intreduction

Learning
January 14 Jewenl, “A White Heron™
Alcott, Little Wamen (excerpt)
Roseft. “Goblin Marked"
Wilson, Owr Nig {excempl)
Freeman, “01d Woman Magoun™
Millay, "Childhood js the Knpdom™
Yamamotd, “Seventeen Syllables™
Cates, “Where are vou Going, Where Have You Been™
Kincard, "“Gin™

lanuary 21 Kogawa, Obasan
or
Phuhp, Harrier s Daugher

{UnjLearning
January 28 Chopin, TRe Awgkening

Loving
February 4 Bromid, Joas Evee
February 11 Browning. “How do I love thee? Let me count the wiys™
Dickinson, selected poems (TBA)
(Gilman, “The Yellow Wallpaper™
Hall, “Miss Ogiivy finds Hersel{™
stein, "Miss Fun and Miss Skeens”
Parker, "The Wallz”
February 1§ FamiLy Day (No Classes)

February 23 REaDNG WEEK (Mo Classes)




March 4

Mareh 11

March I8

barch 25

April 1

April §

April 13

Bule, Desert of the Heart

ar

Golo, Chorus of Mushrooms
[y

Erdrich, Love Medicine

Labour{ing)
Wollstonecraft, from Fiadtcation an the Rights of Women {“Introduction™)
Davis, “Lafe in the Iron Mills™
Shreiner, “Sex-Parasitism™
Woaoll, “Shukespeare's Sister”
Walkar, “In Search of Our Mother's Gardens™

Jacobs, “The Loophole of Retreal,” “Preparations tor Bscape™
Stowe, “The Slave Warchouse™

Marshall, “Pocts in the Kitchen™

Hursion, “Sweat”

Atwood, "The Little Red Hen Tells AlIY

Austin, “The Walking Woman™

Qlsen. “T Stand Here Ironimg™ (handout)
Welty, "A Wom Path”

Kingston, “No Name Woman™

Moarrison, Swia

Looking Forward
Truth, “Ain't 1 A Woman?"
Dras, “An Introdduction™
Hacker. from “Cancer Winter"
TBA

FiNaL EXAMINATION




