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HISTORY 2500 A7
Grande Prairie Healonal Cixllege

LFalLL 199%)
Instructor: Alan Segal

Offlge: C4al10, 539-201]

Office MHours: Mondays/Wednesdays Z:8 - 2:s55pm
Tuesdays MEEMESTEYE & - &:25pm

By appolntmank

Courss Prareguisite: Mone

Text:

The Enduring Vizjon, Volume One, Second Edition -
Bover, Clark, Kett, Salisbury, Sitkoff. Wolech

Don’t Know Much About History - kenneth Davis

Four Quizres

= Each quiz is marked on s F-point stanine rangs
= Your grades are totaled our of 36 and divided
bY 4 Lo get 5 single stanine mark out of nine
- Quizzes will be made up mostly If not entirely
af questlons you hand in
- This part of the course requirement is worth
32% of your final mark
= Quliz 1: Proledus toc chapter a4
Quiz 2: Chapters 5% - g, "Declaration.. ”
Appendis, "Confederation.._ . "
Appendisn, "Constitution..." Aappendix
Quiz F: Chapters 7 = 14
"1 Chapters 1% & 1a




Quiz Questions

ANy nNonN-esSay guestions are acceptable

Five questicns for each quiz sectieon must be

handed in

Each sat of flwve guestions will be marked an

a 3I-point scale

The total mark you receive will be divided by
four

This part of Lhe course reguirement is

woerth 1i% of wour fipal mark

One E=zsay

Three

dus date to be negortiated

Marked on a ¥-point =tanine scale

Lateness penalty is 1/2 stanine per dav

This part of the course requivement is werth
23% of vour final mark

More detalls on the essay may be found on page
Ehres

Journals

GOne Journal ie due the flrst class of each
menth exicept LSoepLember

Each Jourmal is worth a maximum of 1 stanine
This part of the course requirement is

Worth 11% of wour fimal matk

More detalls on the journals mav bBe found an
page 3

Self-evaluation

Forms to fill out will be provided
Evaluate yoursaelf on a Z-point aecale

Due the lasgt class of Lhe semester

Mere details on Lhe gelf-svaluation may be
found on page 2

The total of all stanine marks avasilable for assignments

lg 27. Your marks will be totaled out of 27, a percentage
will be abtained, and the percentage will be re-converted
to 4 final stanine grade according to the following table .

stanine Grade Farcentage Equivalent
= S0 - 100
=4 80 - g9
Iy S =79




& a5 - 71
5 E7Y — L4
] 50 - B&
1 aAF - 4w
2 26 = 44
1 0= K

MNOTE : Mo class avergoing will be done.

NOTE : BOMNULS poszibility: Because class discussien (3 s
vital aspect of this courze. everyone may [ but not
necezsarily will) veceive a bonus mark for the QUALITY of
vour class discussion, based on a cembination of the
freguency and quality of the participation. You Will be
ellgible only if you display commitmert to the course low
reading and completing the regquired assigmments. The
bonus mavk will have a range of 1=3. If vou receive a
Banus mark. it will added to vour owerall grade Ltatal
Prior to itz conversion to a percentage,

MOTE = You may choose not to write an essay, but this
Wwill mean the highest mark achievable in the COUrse IS 6.
You will have to sign a form indicating your choice, and
you may change your mind up te the rewrite due date,
Selecting this opticn means only the qQuizzes, journals,
and bonus eligibility count toward your final mark.

E=say

Tou may choose Wwhatever topic relevant toe pre-civil
War American histery interests vou. Critically analyze
the topic, uslng your dwn and othars® ideas Do not write
a descriptive report;: think about the ideaz vou EXPTESE
Additional research is expected ( ie. books, articles,
NeWwspapers, Jodrnals, etc.). Bs precize. Thisz is not
merely an opinion piece, Be grammatical. As this course
BncouYages you to think as a junior historian, the guality
of writing is important. Grammatical and effective
wiltten communicaticon is expected. Alm for a i1 & K L meLim
length of 1500 words. Please include a reference zection
and double-space the essay. You can choose tea have me
auclictape my evaluation. You must provide the tape., I¥f
¥ou prefer this wou don't have to double-space |

Jaurnals

Each Jjeurwal is usually one page. anything pertaining




to American histary, class discussions or lectures, class
interaction, or courvse cbservations and suogestions. is a
gultable topic. Mo research iz necessary or expectad,
The purpose iz te allow infermal communication with the
instructor.,

SELF-EVALUATION

This provision asks for your assessment of your
averall contribution to the course. Explain your reasons
whan you hand in the evaluatien. Marks are generally
acceptad without question If wou:

1. complete all assignments.
2. Cite valid. accurate reasons Lo support Your mark.

What is Critical Thinking?

Critical thinkling iz intellectually disciplined
thinking, based on skeptical, careful, and looiecal
analysis of evidence. Take nothing for aranted and
challenge universal truths or sxplanations. Dafer
dis/agreemant unti]l a later stage of analysis [or at laast
do not allow it to guide vaur analy=sis], and conzlder
alternative understandings, explanations, and ideas.
critical thought iz Independent and autonomous .

Uneritical thought is naive, conferming., degmatic,. and
closed-minded. Uncritical thinkers do net strive for
grester understanding or awarenass bevond what they
already possess.

Réflective historiane are knowledgeable people who
think deeply and openly about what, who., and how they
research, and tha circumetances in which they do ressarch.

Critical Thinking Objactives
1. Identify and clearly articulate problems and is=ues

Tdeptify arauments:

Id

Try to recognize your Premises (beliefs,
assumptions, evidense), inferences, and
conclusions

Diztinguizsh bstwesn evidente and conclusions
based on that evidepce




2. Ewvaluate arguments:

Queztion the dccuracy of assumptiona in argumente
&nd practices

Pecide upon the guality of the evidence

Identify lmplications ard consequences of
beliefs, assumptions, and conclusicons

4. Conztruct and communlcate sound arguments

A Critical Thinker's Vocabulary

ArgumenL: Reasons glwven for or agalinst something. & line
of reasoning in which statements are presented ta SupPpoTt
ar vefure a point.

Assunmption: A statement acoepted am true without proaf oo
demonstration [or witheut immediately obvious proof o
demonstration] . an unstated belief or premise. semething
taken for granted,

Conclusion: A Judgment, declsion. or proposition reached
by reasoning,

Evidence: The data, facts, Information, or understanding
on which conclusions are based., or by which proof ar
relisbility may be established. Standards for evidence
include accuracy, relsvance, and completensss.

Inference: The reasoning or loglcal thinking that lead
from pramises to conclusions.

Pramise: A statement from which something iz inferred ar
concluded. A statement on which an argument iz bas=ed,

Valid Inference/frgument: A logical inference.

DISCUSSTION, SEQUENCE

1. Intreduction Lo coursse

2. Proleoue and chapter 1




19.

rl,

122,

Ly I

Chaptar 2

Chapters 3 & 4

Chapter &

Chaptar &

Chapter 7

Chapters 8 & 9

Chapters 12 & 11

Chapter 12

Chapters 13 & 149

Chapter 15

Chaptey 1&



