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Grande Pralrle Reglonal College
Department of Humanities and Social Sclences

History 2500: American Hlstory to 1865

Instructor: Duff Crerar, Ph.D. Office: Portable C 216
Phone: 539-2828
Home: 539-7764
Introducktlon:

In this course, the class will trace the history of the
United States from colonial time=s to the end of the Civil War.
Through lectures and class discussions, the class surveys
Amerlican developments from distinct colonial societies to
revolutionary and national consciousness along the Atlantle
coast, lnternal expanslon and commercial growth to the rise of
racial and constituticnal conflict and the Civil War catastrophe.
Students will vwrite cne term tests, one ressarch and one brief
analytical essay and a final examlinatlon during the course.

Texts:
P. Boyer, ef.al., The Enduring Visiopn. Veolume I. D.C. Heath, 1990.

J. Cary and J. Welnberg, The Social Fabric. Volume I. &th
Edltlon. Harper-Colllns, 1991,

Hugh Brogan. The Pelican History of the U.S.A., Penguin, 1986.
Gary MWash, Bed. Whilte and Black, 3rd Ed. Prentice-Hall, 1992,
Qutline:
Week One : Backgrounds

September 2 - Introduction

September 4 - Flrat Peoples
READ: Enduring W¥islon, Prologue, also pp. 2-9.

Weaek Two : Colonlal Qrigins
September 7 - Buropean Expansion

READ: Enduring Vialon, Chapter 1, pp. 9-40

September 9% - Colonlal Dreams and Reallties

READ: Enduring ¥lalan, Chapter 2, pp. 44-63, 68-
T78.

September 11 - The Purltans
READ: Zaclal Fabriec, Chapters J-4
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Week Three: Colonial Tensions tBrogan, Book I
September 14 - Colonlal Protest and Change

READ: Enduring ¥islon, Chapter 3

September 16 - The Emplre's Wars
READ: Enduring Misian, Chapter 4, 126-1531,

September 18 - Road to Revolution
READ: Enduring Visloen, 153-162.

Week Four: Independence
September 21 - The Fight

READ: Enduring Vislon, Chapter 5, 164-180.

September 23 - A Social Revoluticon?

READ: Haclal Fabric, Chapter 5-6

September 25 - Frults of Victory

READ: Enduring WVision, 180-202.

Week Filve: Jeffersonlan Democracy
September 28 - Constltutlon Maklng

READ: Enduring Vision, Chapter €, 204-214.

September 30 - Federallsts and Republlcans
READ: Endurlng Wisipon, 214-2319.

October 2 = The Virglinla Dynasty: Jefferson
REARD: Enduring ¥isinsn, Chapter 7, 242-254.
Week Six : Escape From Europe iBrogan, Book IIg
october 5 - The Virglinla Dynasaty: Hadlson
READ: Enduring Vislon, 254-262
October 7 - Madison's wars
READ: Enduring ¥ision, 262-274.
October 9 =~ Theme Study from Nash and Brogan due!!

DEBATE: America at 1820: a ticking bomb?

Week Seven: A North American Natlion
Dctober 12 - Thanksglving Hollday

Dctober 14 - A New Economy

READ: Enduvring ¥iafan, Chapter 5

October 16 - Trails of Tears
READ: Soclal Fabric, Chapters 10, 16, 18



Week Eight:
Qctober 19 - The Politic=s of the Common Man
READ: Enduring ¥islon, Chapter 3
Cctober 21 - Revival and Heform
READ: SHoclal Fabrlc, Chapters 7, 11,
October 23 - Brave New Worlds

READ: Bnclal Fabric, Chapter 13

Week Nine: Bondage
October 26 = The Pecullar Instltutlen
READ: Enduring ¥Vision, Chapter 10, 350-367.

QOctober 28 = The 0Old South
READ: Endurinag Vlslon, 357-384.

gctober 30 - Afro-Americans
REARD: Social Fabrie, Chapters 2, 15

Week Ten: Keeping Body and Soul Together
November 2 - American Life at Mid-century

READ: Endurlng Wislion, Chapter 11, 386-400, 407-
4l6.

Hovember 4 - M11l and Clty
READ: Soclal Fabrie, Chapters 8, 9, 17

Hovember & - The Eomantic Age
READ: Social Fabric, Chapter 12

Week Eleven: Millennlum and Race
Hovember 9 - Expansion and Conflict
READ: Enduring ¥lslon, Chapter 12, 418-434.

November 11 - Hollday

Hovember 13 = Manifest Deatiny
EEAD: Endurling Vizlon, 435-450,

Weak Twelve: Bectlonal Conflict Peaks
Novembar 16 - Bectionallam

READ: Enduring Vialon, 452-460.
November 18 - Test 2

NMovember 20 - Compromlszes Fall

READ: Enduring ¥isalon, 460-484,.



Weak Thirteen: Harchlng as To War
Hovember 23 - Abnlitionizm
READ: Social Fabric, Chapter 139
Hovember %% - ‘*he Hecession Erisis

November 27 - Tramplling Out the Vintage
READ: Endurling ¥ision, 486-504.

Weak Fourteen: Terrible Swlft Sword
Hovember 30 - Lincoln's Dilemmas

READ: Enduring Vision, 504-524.

Dacembar 2 - Akttrition
READ: Social Fabric, Chapter 20

Dacember 4 - Dlxle Defeated iBrogan, Book III;
Week Fifteen: Reconstruction
December 7 - Raclsm, Retrospect and Assessment

READ: Enduring Vision, 526-551, and Social
Eabric, Chaptexr 21.

Final Examination: To Be Announced




Course Format and Philospohy:

The course consists of two lectures and one directed
discusslon each week. The lectures will identlfy and dlscuss the
moat slgnlflcant events and lssues of the week and also serve as
guides to the text readinge. Ideally, students should read the
assligned chapters of The Enduring ¥islon or Social Fabric before
each lecture. Your Theme Study will be a critical analysis of how
Bregan and Nash portray a&a common theme in Colonial American
history. The £est will be short answer in nature, while the
examination at the end of the course willl Include both short and
longer eszsay type questions. ALL research essay toplecs must be
cleared wlth me before final submisalon. An attendance and
partlclipatlon mark willl be glven, whlch measures both conslstent
appearance and taking part in the Adlscussions. Late assignments
will be penalized 10% each day they are overdue, UKLESE special
permission 1s secured from the Instructor in advance. Any
students having trouble with their assignments or with the course
in general are encouraged to see me as soon as possible -- after
class, by contacting me In the offlce or calling me at home
{between B8 a.m. and 10 p.m. please!)}) at 5393-7764, I am alvays
willing to help in any way I can!

Harklng Scheme:

Firat Teast (in clasas) 20
Themea EStudy (ten pages) 20
Essay (twelve pages]) 20
Attendance and Participation 10
Flnal Examination K11
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