History 2510 (AU HIST 37%): American History sinece 1865

Senior Course (3 gredits)

Grande Prairie Regional College

Hinter., 1994

Instructor: Duff Crerar, Ph.D. Dffice; C=216
Fhone: B39-2828
Hame: 5§339-7784

Boom: E311l

Introduction:

This course traces the development of contemporary America
from the perlod of Heconstruction after the Civil War to the
present. Through lectures and elass debates from prepared
readings, studepnts will examine and evaluate the American
historical experience of western settlement, economic expansion
and social crisis, racial cenflict, imperial expansion, war,
social protest and world power status. During the course,
students will write two term tests and one eszsay, as well as the
final examination.

Texts: (Available at G.P.R.C. Bookstore)

P. Boyer, et.al. The Enduring Vision, 2nd Ed, VYolume 2. B.C. Heath.
1993,

Mareys, Hobert and Burner, David. America Firsthand. Voluyme 2! Fropm
Resonstryciion to the Present. St. Martin'se, 1992.

Davis. Ken. Don't Hpow Much Abeut History,

Qutline:
Week Dne: Reconstruction

Wadnesday - Keconstructlon: Plan and Reality
READ: Enduripng Vigsion, Chapter 15

Friday- Racism
READ. America Firsthand, Chapters 1-3. &

Weelh Two! The West
January 10 - The War A4sainst the Indians
READ: Enduring Viszjon., Chapter 16
Fiesthand, Chapters 4.7,

January 1Z - Bonatza
READ: Firsthand, Chapters 5-&,

January 14 - Farm Protest
Firsthand, 11-12Z
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Waek Three: HWealth and Power
Januwary 17 - Industrializatioo

READ: Enduring Vision, Chapter 17
Dirsthand, B, 10, 13
January 1% - Labour Response

January 21 - Hags and Biches

Week Four: Sweet Land of Liberty
Janwary 24 - Coming to America
READ: Enduripng Visien. Chapter 18

January Z6 = The Cities
READ: Firsthand, 14-15

January 28 - Manners and Morals
READ: Enduring Visiop, Chapter 1%

Wee) Five: Reform and Empire
January 31 - Follitiecs in the Gilded Age
READ: Enduring Vision, Chapter 20

February Z - Creosses of Gold - or Silver
February 4 - Splendid Little Wars
Weelk Zix: Progressiviam and the Presidencies
February 7 - Progressivism
READ: Fiesthand, 17-210

February 9 - A Wew Presidency
READ: Enduripng Visien, Chapter 21

February 11 - Another Hew Fresidency

Weplk Seven: Cruszade
February 14 = Over There
READ: Epduring Vislap, Chapter

February 1lé - Test 1

February 18 - The War and Progressivism
READ: Enduring Yision, Chapter 22

NBEB: Heading Week, Fehruary 21-25




Week Eight: Coming Heme +n Stay
March Feb. 28 - Prosperity and Paranoia

READ: Enduring Yision, Chapter 23
Firsthand, 24-28.

March 2 - Prosperity zand Prohibitlian

March 4 - Disaster and Despair
READ: Firathand, 27-1E

Week Nine: Crueciasl Decades
March 7 - 2 Hew Deal
READ: Enduring Visiopn, Chapter 24

March 9 - Hopes and Fears
HEAD: Enduring Vision, Chapter 25

March 11 = Roosevelt's War
READ: Enduring Vision, Chapter 26
Firsthand, 29-230

Heek Tepn: Cold War
March 14 - Truman's Wars
READ: Enduripg Vision, Chapter 217

March 16 - Fears and Fantasies

March 18 - [ Like lke
READ: Enduring VYisien, Chapter 38

Week Eleven: Rich Man, Foor Man
March 21 - White Spori Ceat - Blue Suede Shoes
REATt: Firsthand, 31,33

March 22 = The Right Stuff
READ: Enduring ¥Yisign. Chapter 29

March 4% - The Great Society
READ: Firsthand. 32. 34-135

Week Twelve: Eetreat frop Empire
March 284 - Good Morning, Vietnam
READ: Firsthand, 36

Mareh 30 - Crisis in the Presidency
READ: Enduripg Vision, Chapter 30

April 1 - Good Friday
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Waek Thirteen: The Power and the Gloty

bpril 4 - Right Turn, America!’
READ: Enduring Vislon, Chapter 31

April & - Sparring With the Evil Empire
April B - Hew Social Forces
READ: Firathand, 317-41
Week Fourteen: Redeemer Mation

April 11 - Imperial Reprise

April 123 - Retrospect and Assessment
READ: Enduring Vis{on., Epilogus

Final Exam: To Be Instructor Marked

Harking Scheme:

Firet test 0
Second test 20
Eszay 20
httendance and Participation 1o
Flnal Examination Ao
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Course Formar and Phjlosophy! The course consistas of twe

lectures and one directed discussion each week. The lectures will
identify and discuss the most significant events and izayes of
the week and also serve as guides to the text readings. Ideally,
student will have read the sssigned chapters aof both taxts before
eacn class. Tests will Le shart answer in nature, while the
¢#xamination will ipelude Both shert answer apnd essay-type
questions. An attendance and participation mark will be glven,
which measures cilass appearanhee and rontribution to discussions.
ALL eszay toples must be approved by me before fipal submission.
Late assignments will be penalized 50% sach day they are overdue,
UNKLESS special permission itz secured from me in advance., Any
students havipng difficulty with their assignments or wlth the
course ln general are encouraged to se= me as scon as possible --
after class, by contacting me in the office or ealling me at home
(between 8 a.m. and & p.m. please!] at 539-7764. I am always
willing to help in any way I can.
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Courgse  Resceiption- This CCUrge traces the Adewvelupment of
contemporary America from the fajilure of Heoconstruction after the
Civil War to the present day. Students will examine the evants,
pPersonalities, social and political trends, ideas and controveraies
in sccial and ecultural wvalues which have characterized American
social and politiczl histery in this period. Topices and issues
which we will study include the exploitaticn of the American West,
the growth of agriculture and industry and reform movements based
on the discontents stemming from these developments by 1900. In
addition, American foreign policy, beginning with lts first
imperial enterprises through the confroverzies of the 1980s will be
gtudied in the context of Amerlca's ambivalepnce about forelgn
commitments throughout its recent Lhistary. Soaial reform,
democratic protest and the mass movements of American society since
the Depression and World War II lead the student into the turbulent
decade of the 19%60's =and the crisie in American political
leadership which =ome argue continues to this day.

Course Objectives: Through lectures and class discussions, media
Presentations and ezsay research, students will examine and
evaluate the Amerlican historical edperience, and communicate their
findings and opinicns ta bort instructor and fellow colleagques.
Sucpessful =students will complete the courss with a working
knowledge of American historic events ahd the historians who have
been most influential ia describing them, as well as competenev in
applying historiecal skll.s of Jquestioning, research, wreiting
research papers and <xiaminat \ona, &nd arriving at Informed critical
judgements on the historic evolution of the most powerful nation in
the world today, Universizies Tequire of students the ability to
axpress ofé's self satisfartor: 0 owriting in order to complete

courses successtully. The written forms used in this Course
1helude:

1. Two ghort answer. in--jass testa. eaph worth 20 per cept of the
final arade. Z:zudents wil! nrief,y describe and evaluate the
significance @f two £f thies svapes personalities, issues, or
topica in American nisz:cry during this Period, Answers will be
choden from a selectivn sffwred Ik each test, and be about 3I-400
words an lengtk for waczh guestion. Each test will survey the

preceding portions of tne course cowered In readings and lectures,
<. One research essaf., On o Lopic personally chosen by the student
and approved by the lpnstruc-or. corfisting of about twalve double-
spaced pages and uzing a! least five sources. This paper will have
a thesis or argue that 1he research discugsed in the paper builds
towards a decisive conciusicon. Worth 20 rer cent of the final
grads .
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3. Because diocourse and eritical delale are eggentlal to senior
University courses, students will be marked on attendance and
participation in each class discussion, for a total of 10 per cent
of the final mark. Students are expected to come to class with
readings completed, notes made on readings and with some questions,
opinions or critieal conclusions made about both the events
discussed in the readings and the stands taken on these events by
the writers invalwved,

6. A final examlnation will be written during the examination
period at the end of the semester, involving short answer and
mssay-type guestions, surveyling the major themes of the course. The
examination will last three hours and will be worth 30 per cent of
the finzl mark.

Enowledge Objectives: Successful students will know the relevant
perscnalities, interest groups, poliecles, issues of conflict and
congensus, periocds and historical influences which explain the
history of America during this period. Students will learn the
sources and writers which give the most relevant, informative and
gontroversial information and perspectiveas of this field. In
completing this course, students will acquire the working knowledge
Of both main event= and sources which dominate this field,

To best accomplish this, freguent econsultation with the
Instructor 1s encouraged (even reguired), throughout the course,
any student with concerns or guestions or desiring a forum for
gebate will be welcomed gladly and ercouraged to participate fully
ir all aspacts of the caurze and [ts jnstruction, Keep in touch!




