History 2510: American History since 1865
Instructor: Duff Crerar
Course QOutline, Winter, 2002

Grande Prairie Regional College
Dept. of Arts, Commerce and Education
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Cirande Praine Repional College Winter, 2002
Depariment of Asts, Commeres and Education
History 2510; American History since 1865
3 credite (2 Hrs, ) Lecture/D scussion
Pre-requisites, éte.! none
Instructor: Doff Crerar, Ph.D. Odfice: C-216
Phone: 539-2828
Home: 339-5787
Emuail: Duff Creranfbpre ab.ca
RoomeC316  Monday and Wednesdays: 2:30-3:50

Introduction:

This course 1s a survey of the outstanding events, personalities, issues and histonica) trends
m the history of the United States of America fom the period of Reconstruction after the Civil War
i the present. Through lectures and class debates from prepared readings, students will examine
and evaluate the American historical experience of western seltlement, economic expansion and
social grisis, racial conflict, imperial expansion, war, social protest and world power stams, Daring
the course, students will write two term tests and one essay, 25 well as the final examination,

Texts:
P. Boyer, e ¢!, The Endoring Vision, 4nd Ed. Valume 2. D.C. Heath, 2000,

T.Cary, #t.al. The Social Fabrie: American Social Life from the Civil War to the FPresent.
Longman's ; 1999,

Crintlines

Waek One: Reconstruction
7 Janmary, 2002 - Reconstruction: Plan and Reality

9 January - Reconstruction and Racism
REATD): Enduring Vision, Chapter 16; Social Fabrie, Chapter 1

Week Twio: The West
14 January - Wild, Wild West?
REAIY: Enduring Vision. Chapter 17
16 January - The War Against the [ndians
REALY: Social Fabric, Chapter 2.

o,



Week Three: Wealth and Power
21 Jaruary - Industrialization - Rags and Riches
READ: Enduring Yision, Chapter 18

23 January - Labour Response
READ: Social Fabric, Chapters 4-3.

Week Four: Sweet Land of Liberny
28 January - Coming 1o Ameérica
READ: Enduring Vision, Chapter 19

30 Fanuary - The Cities
REATY: Social Fabrie, Chaplers 6-7.

Week Five: Reform and Enpire
4 February - Politics in the Gilded Age
READ: Enduring Vision, Chapler 21

& February - Crosses of Cold - Halters of Rope
READ: Social Fabric, Chapter 3, 9111,

Week Six: Progressivism and the Presidencies
11 February - Progressivism
REALD: Social Fabrie, Chapter &

13 February - A New Presidency
REAL: Enduring Yision, Chapter 22

Week Seven: Crusade
18 February Family Day Holiday

20 Febroary - Over There
READ: Enduring Yision, Chaprer 23

25 February March |, 2002 Reading Week




Werk Fight: Prosperity and Pamancis
4 March - Roaring Twenties?
READ: Enduring Vision, Chapter 24

f Mlprch - Race mind Gender
REALD): Social Fabrie, Chapters 11-12

Week Nine: Disaster and Despiir
11 March - Fears and Hopes
READ: Enduring Vision, Chapter 23-26

13 March - A New Dol
REALY: Social Fabric, Chapters 13-14

Week Ten: Two Presidents, Two Wars
18 March - Roosevell's War
READ: Enduring Vision, Chaprer 27; Social Fabrie, Chapters 15-16,

20 March - Troman's Wars
REATY: Enduring Vision, Chapter 28

Week Eleven: - Fears, Fantasies and Nightmares
23 March -1 Like [ke
REALx. Enduring Vision, Chapter 29 Social Fabrie, Chapters 17-15.

27 March - The Right Stoff - Good Morming, Vielnum
READ: Enduring Vision, Chapter 3(t Social Fabrie, Chapters 19-20

‘eck Twelve: Retreat from Empire
P Apnl - Cnsis in the Presidency
REATD: Enduoring Yision, Chaprer 31
3 - Right Turn, Ametica
READ: Enduring Vision, Chapter 32; Secial Fabric, Chapters 21-22

Week Thirteen: The Power and the Glory
2 Aprl - Redeemer Nation?
READ: Enduring Vision, Chapter 33,

Final Exan To Be Instructor Marked




Marking Scheme:

First test 20

Second test 24

Eszay 20

Altendance and Participation 10

Final Examination 30
100

Course Format and Philosophy: The course consists of two leetures directed discussions eacl
week. The lectures will identify and discuss the mmost significan! events and issues of the week and
alsa gerve 3s guides to the text readings. Ieally, students will have read the assigmes] chaplers of
both 1ex1s before each class. Tests will be shorl answer in nature, ‘while the examination will
include essay-type questions. An atendance mark will be given. ALL essay topics must be
approved by me before final submission, Late assignments will be penalized 50% ench day they
are overdue, UNLESS special permission is secured from me in advanee, Any students having
difficulty with their assignments or with the course in general are énconraged to see me as soo0n as
possible — after class, by contacting me in the office or calling me at home (hetween & am. and &
pam, pleasel)at 539-5787, [ am abways willing to help in any way 1 can.

Course Description: This course traces the development of contemporary America from the failure
of Reconstruction after the Civil War to the present day, Studenis will examine tie €vents,
personalities, social and political trends, ideas and controversics which have charnclerized
American social and political history in this penod. Topics and issues we will study’ inelude: the
exploitition of the American West, the mrowth of agriculture and mdustry and reform movements
based on the disconténts stemming from these developments by 1200, In addition. American
farezgn poliey, beginning with its first imperial enterprises through the controversies of the 19805
will be studied in the context of America’s ambivalence about forei gn commilments throughout iis
recent history. Social refomm, democratic protest and the mass movements of Amedein sociely
since the Depression and World War [1 lead the student into the turbulent decade of the 1960 and
the ¢risis in American political Jeadership which some argue continges to this day,

Course Objectives: Through lectures and class discussions, mediz presemlations and egsdy
resgarch, students will examine and evaloate the American historical experience, and communicate
their findings and opinions 1o both instructor and fellow colleagues, Successful students will
complete Ihe course with & working knowledge of American histode events und the historians who
have been mest influential in descnbing them, as well as competency in applying historcal skills of
questioning, research, writing research papers und cxaminations, and armying at infommed entical
Judgements on the historic evolution of the most powerful nation in the world today. Universitieg
require of students the ability to express one's self saligfactorly in wriling in order to eempleote
courses successfully. The wrilten forms used in this course include:;
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I Two short answer, in-clazs tegts, esch worth 30 per cent of tie fijal grande. Students will brieflv
deseribe and evaluate the significance of twa or three events, porsonalitics, ssues, or topics in
Amencan history during this period. Answers will be chosen from a selection offered mygach test,
and be gbout 3200 words in length for each question. Each test will survey the preceding portions
of the course covered in readings and lectures.

2. Une research essay, on a toplc personally chosen by the student and approved by-the instruetor,
consisting of about twelve double-spaced pages and sing af least five sources. This paper will have
@ thesis or argue that the rescarch discussed n the paper builds towards & decisive conclusion
Worth 20 per cent of the final grade.

3. Bocause discourse and critical debae are essential (o University courses. students: will be
marked-on attendance and participation in each class discussion, for a-totat of 10 per cent of the
final mark, Students are expected to come to cliss with readings completed, notes made on readings
sod with some guestions, opinlons or crifical conclusions made about hoth the events discussed in
the readings and the stands taken on these events by The writers involved.

6. A final examination will be written during the examination period at the end of the scmester,
mvplving short answer und essay-type questions, surveying the major themes - of the course; The
examination will fast three hours and will be worth 30 per cent of the final mark.

hnowledge Objectives: Successful students will know the rélevint personalities, infercst eroups,
policies, issues of conflict and consensus, periods und historical influcnces which axplain the
history of America during this period, Students wall learn the sources and writers which give the
most relevant, informative. and controversial information and perspectives of this- ficld, In
completing this course, students will sequire the working knowledge af both main events and
sources which dominate this figld,

To best accomplish this, frequent consultation with the instructor is. encouraged (sven
required), thioughout the course. Any student with concerns or questions or desiong a forum for
debate will be weleomed gladly and enconraged 1o participate fully in a1l aspects of the course and
ils instruction, Keep in touch?




