HISTORY Z600 B2
Grande Pralrie Regliondl college
{FALL 1996}

Instructor: Alan Segal
Qffice: (€410, 539-2011

Qffice Hours: Mondays/Wednesdays 2
Tuesdayvs /Wednesdays §
By appointment

Course Preregquisite: Hone

F W= e

The Peoplex of Canada: A pre-confederation hizstory -
J.M. Bumsted

Assignments:

Four Quizzes

- Each guiz is marked on a 9-peint stanine range
- Your grades are totaled out of 36 and dividag
by 4 To get & single stanine mark out of nine
= Most if not &ll quiz guestions will be made up
of guestions you hapd in
- Thig part of the course requirement ie worth
21-5% of your final mark
- Quiz 1: Preface to chapter 4
Quiz 2: Chapters 5 - B
Quiz 3: Chapters ¢ - 11
Quiz 4: Chapter 12 to epilogue




One Essay

due date to be negotiated

Marked on a S-point stanine scalnm

Lateness penalty ieg 1/2 stanine per day

This part of the course reguirement is worth
31.5% of ‘yvour final mark

Mﬁre details on the essay may be found on page
thres

Three Journals
— @pe jJournal is due the first class of each
month except September
- EBach journal is worth a maximum of 1 stanine
-~ More details on the journale may be found on
page 3
Belf-evaluation

Forms to £i1]1 out will be provided
Byaluate yourself on & 3-point ecale

Due the last class of the semester

More details on the self-evaluation may be
found on page 3

This part of the course reguirement i=
worth 12.57of your final mark

The total of all stanine marks available for assignments

is 24, ‘Your marks will be totaled out of 24, a pércentage
will be obtained, and the percentage will be re-converted
to ‘& final stanine grade according to thé following table.

Stanine Grade Percentage Equivalent

‘9 90 - 100
8 80 - 89
7 7= 74
B 65 = Tl

& 57 - 64
4 50 - 56
3 45 - 49
2 26 - 44

1 0 =25

HOTE:  No clags averaging will be done.

NOTE: BONUS possibility: Because class discussion is &



vital aspect of this course, everyone may (but not
necessarily will) receive a bonus mark £or the QUALITY of
¥nur clasg discusgion, based on a combination of the
requency and guality of the participation. 'You will be
aligible only ?f you digﬁl&y commitment to the course by
reading and completing the required assignments. The
Donus mark will have a range of 1-3. If you recalve a
bBenus mark, it will added to your owverall grade total
prior to ite ceonversion to a percentage.

NOTE: You may choose not to write an esgay, but this
will mean the highest mark achievable in the course is 6.
You will have to sign a form indicating your choice, and
you may change your mind up to the rewrite due date.

Essay

You mey chotse whatever tﬂﬁic that interssts you, relevant
to the period of Canadian history covered in this course,
Critically ‘analyze the topic, using your own and others'
1deas. Do not write a descriptive report; think about the
ideas you express. Try to explain why these ideas
persuade you.

The expected standard is 1500 words. Your mark will be
reduced by a half-stanine for inad&auﬂte length. Your
essay can, however, surpass the word limit. Type and
double-space the essay unless you prefer to hand in & disk
with wour essay on it. All disks or hard copies must
clEar{? stipulate your aame, ID number, date of submission
of the essay, and ‘the title of the esEay.

If your esgay 1s late a half-stanine penalty per day will
be in effect, including weekends. -If you hand in Tour
assignment late, have ancther faculty member or a regular
employee of the College sign and date it. In-test
referencing and a "Works Gited" section are required, and
all documentation must be in the MLA gtyle, Should either
reference section be omittad, your assignment will be
reduced by 1 stanine per section. If a style other than
MLh is used, for each kind of referencing not in the MLA
style there may be & reduction of 1/2 stanins.

Journals

Each journal is usually one page. Anything partaining teo
Canadlan higtory, class discusSions or lectures, class
interaction, or course observations and suggestions, is a
suitable topic, MNo research is necessary or expected,



The purpose is to allow informal communication with the
instricter.

SELF-EVALUATION

This provision asks for your assessment of your overall
coptribution to the course. Explain your reasons when you
hand in the evaluation. Marks are generally accepted
witheut question if yaoi:

1. Complete all assignments.
2. €ite valld, accurate reasons to Fupport your mark.

What is Critical Thinking?

Lritical thinkinﬁ is intellectually disciplined
thinking, based on skeptical, careful, and iogical
analysis of ewidence. Take nothing for granted and
challenge universal trioths or explanations. Defer
dis/agreement until a later stage of analysis [or at least
do not allow It to guide yvour analyeie], and consider
alternative understandings, explanations, and ideas.
Critical thnu?ht is independent and autonomons.

Uncritical thought is naive, conforming, dogmatic, and
closed-minded. Uncritical thinkers do not strive for
greater understanding or awareness beyond what they
already possess,

Refliective historians are knowledgeable people who
think deeply and openly abour what, who, and how they
research, and the circumstances in which they do research.

Critical Thinking Objectives
1. Identify and ¢learly articulaté probleme and issues
2. Identify arguments:
Try to recognize Inur Premises (beliefs,
asgumptlions, evidence), inferences, and
conclusions

Distinguish between evidence and conclusions
based on that evidence




3. Evaluate arguments:

Queslivu Lhe accuracy of ASSUMPLlOns in arguments
and practices

Decide upen the quality of the evidence

Identify implications and consequences of
beliefs, assumptions, and conciusiocns

4. Construct and communicate sound arguments

A Critical Thinker’'s Vocabulary

Argument: Reasonc given for or against something. B lipe
of reasoning ln which statemants are presented to support
or. refute a point.

Assumption: A statement accepted as true without proef or
demonstration [or without immediately obvious proof or
demonstration). An unatated belisf or premige, something
taken for granted,

Conclusion: A judgment, decision, or proposition reached
by reasoning. ,

Evidence: The data, facts, information, or understanding
on which conclusions are based, or by which proof or
rellability may be established. Standarde fer evidence
include accuracy, relevance, and completeness.

Inference: The reasanin? or logiecal thinking that: lead
from premises to concluslions.

Premise: & statement from which something is inferred or
concluded. A statement on which an argument is based,

‘Valid Inference/Argument: 2 logical inference,

DISCUSSION SEQUENCE

As you consider the questions below for class discussion, -
keep in mind that an off-the-top judgment, or a gquick
expression of agreement or disagreement, is not what is
expected of you. T want you to think about what other
gquestions might help you think more comprehensively and
ineightfully about these questions. In addition to
thinking about the guestions, you should be ready to give
an overview of each chapter.




1. Introdoction to course

2. Preface and chapter 1

Bumsted says societies that have an oral
tradition of communicating group history
have a different conception of historical
time and of historical occurrence. What do
you think he means by this? How should we
evaluate the accuracy of his comment?

Because our Etudz of Canadian history later
on will include discussion of how Europeans
and Netives influenced each other's
societies, I want you to think about the
variations in Native social systems [what do
ﬁnu think a social system is?]. We will

iscuss these variations, and later in the
course we will reconsider them. At this
point, contemplating variations means as
well that you speculate about how different
gsocial practices might lead to stronger
sources of resistance in some cases, and
vulnerabilities in others. What, then, can
you say about the various Native societies
written of in this chapter.

3. Ehﬂpters e

4. LChapter

Along with a "who did what to whom”

approach to history, Bumsted writes of
technological developments and their
historical significance. In what different
ways might we understand technology and its
impact on human experience? 1Is a focus on
technology justified in writings on Canadian
history?

If you were a rncnnﬁtﬁ-nrrivad colonisgt in
New France in the 18th century, writing to a
friend or relative in France, how would you
describa and explain the colony to tha
person to whom you are writing Congsider
this in light of personal, social, cultural,
and political observations.

What considerations did Franc have when
E&clding to build up the colony, and do you
think they addressed reasonably how to



S

6.

Tia

Chapter 5

establish a viable culun{. What questions
would you ask before setting up, or
sustalining, a colony?

Une of the headings in this chapter i= "The
British end the Acadian Problem, 1713-45."
Was thers a problem? How should we evalusnte
what ﬂight have been problematic in that
time and place? Should we assess
contemporary situations in the same way?

Why does Bumsted think of the Atlantic
region as the "cockpit of empire?"

Chapters 6 & 7

Chapter 8

Between official British policy toward the
vanquished new France and the policy
actually followed by the sarly British
governors of the colony, there waz an
important gap. "hE? If you were Governor
Murray, would you have done as he did? Are
there general "rules" to follow when
administering a conquered land and people?
If so, what are they? If not, can we say
anything about how to govern such a place?

Despite being the mother country of most of
the North American colonies, the American
ones fought a war of independence. What
might this tell us about our assumptions of
what contributes to good governance and
political/social unity?

1f you were a Canadiens in the late 1770s
would you have fought the British on behalf
of the invading American forces?

In entitling this chapter "the Resource
Economy and Its Enciatg," Bumsted does
assume a relationship between economic
policy, or at least practice, and the
characteristics of a society? 1If so, is his
assumption reasonable and convincing? On
what sorts of consideration could we Gay
that such a relationship exists in other
societies, or in contemporary Canada?



8. ‘Chapter 9

Was the concept of a resource economy & new
one in the 1Bth/15th centuries?

Can you see the pattern Bumsted sees between
socliety and the oconomy? Summarize the
rﬂlntinnshig, and ask ﬁnursalf if you would
have handled to issue differently.

Explain how politics and culture can be

mutually influentlal. What does Bumsted

mean by "politics" and by “"culture?"”

Prepare a discussion of this mutual

influence, as Bumsted presents it in the
riod between 1783 and 1840. Epeculate why

e use these two dates particularly.

Develop & summary and explanation of the
coloniel political opposition. What is
Bumsted's interpretation of these
experiences?

2. 'Chapter 10

What was mercantilism? How and why did
European empires abandon it?

Do you think the beginning of Canada‘'s close
economic and pelitical association with the
United States coincided with the end of
mercantilism in the British Empire? On what
basis do you reach your answer to this
question? [Considering the ralationshiE
between Enlitics and culture prasented in
the previous chapter may help you with
this.] If your answer is "yes," can you
imagine, given Eaur knowledge of the times,
ancther approach that might have led Canada
to a different relationship with the US5?

If you were allve in the period covered by
this chapter, how would have you have
responded to the economic changes of the
day? What wonld have influenced your
feclings/thoughts/attitudes?

10, Chapters il & 12

What is meant by responsible government?




Canadian feol sometimes that constitutional
iesues have Elagﬁed us since Noah built his
ark. Bumsted says the controversies and
struggles are of much more recent
origin--the 1840s. Did responsible
government contribute at all to these
controversies?

Bumsted in chapter 11 reférs to "A New
Canadian Wationality." 1If he were sitting
next to you in class one day, how might he
define "nationality?" And what was new
about it?

Imagine yourselves residents in the
Ei?%a:ant colonies before 1867. Would you
support confederation?

Prepare a synopsis of mid-Victorian Canadian
society.

Why does Bumsted link the middle classes
with the rise of professionalization? What
is professicnalization/ What are the middle
classes?

11. Chapter 13 and the Epilogue

On page 38l Bumsted begins a section on
national identity. Do you think Capnada ever
has had a national identity? What is
national identity and do we possess one now?
If you were in Macdonald's first federal
cabinet, would you recommend that the

count "seek" a national ldentity? If so,
what plan of action would you recommend?
What was done about it at the time?

Had you been Prime Minister when Louis Riel
was seeking assurances for the Metis, what
might you have said to the Prime Minister
about the whole matter?

The themes below may help you to choose your essay topic.

Of course, you don't have to limit your possibilities to
those listed.

1. The rebelliona in Upper and lLower Canada
Z. The political and economie inmpact of the mergar of
Hudson's Bay Company and the Norcth Wegt company




3, The political imgqrtance to Capada of Lord Durham
4. George Brown's histeorical influence
5. Jogeph Howe's historical influence
6. EBuropean-Native contact

7. The loyalists

8. ‘The habitants® role in the fur trade
. The British victory over New France
10. The Congtitutional Act

11. ExXpulsion of the Acadians

12. The {uebac A¢t

13

< William Lyon Mackenzie's ?lnce in Canadian history

14, Louis Joseph Papineau's place in Canadian histoxry
. 8ir Johin A. Macdonald's leadership gqualities

16. The historical implications of Confederation
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