History 2989/HIS35%8: The History of Human Conflict neT |
Senior Course (6 Creditg) i
Grande Prairie Regional College

Fall 199%8-Winter 1959

g |

Instructor: Duff Crerar, Ph.D. Dffice: C-218

Fhone: S39-2828
Boom: E301 Heme: 519-5787
Inrroduction:

This course introduces students to the history of humanity's
least attractive but one of its most persistent and consequential
activities. Through lectures and media presentations, the class
will trace cthe conduct of war from early days to the present.
Interwoven with these topics will be special studies of the legacy
of the Second World War, the effects of war on the sgocieries
invelved, the riee of revolutionary warfare, and the growth of
terrorism and low-intensity conflict as a way of life at the end of
the twentieth century,., Students will write twoe brief critical
essays and a Christmas test, a brief research paper in the wintes
term and the final examination. A feature of this course ig its
structured electives, allowing students to specialize in areag of
conflict studies in which they have a special interest.

Erian-Bnnd, i i T -
Dyer, Gwynne. War. Stoddart, 1992,

@i Cannell, Robert. Qf Arwms and Men. Oxford, 1990.
T

Gecffrey Parker, The Military Revolution, 2nd Ed,
R.A.C. Parker, Shruggle for Surviwval, Oxford, 1990,
Keegan, John. The Batile For Hisvory, Vintage, 1995.

Optional (Copies will also be on RESERVE in library) :
Paret, Peter (ed.). : Princeton, 1986.

Margers Qf Modern Strabegy.
Stoessinger, J. Why Narions Go To War. St. Martin’s, 1993,
Term One Outliae:

Week One -- Getting Started:
September 3 -Aggresasion and Violence
-Ta¢tics and Strategy
-War and Societies
READ: O'Comnell, Chapters 1-2

Week Twa -- The Classical and Medieval Heritage
8 ZSept: Greco-Eoman Armies
READ: Q'Comnnell, Chapters 3-5
10 Sept: Knight and Footman
READ: ©'Connell, Chapter ¢



Heal

Wealk

Heok

Wesk

Waek

Wask

Haalk

Wealk

Three -- War in Early Modern Burope
15 Sept - Mercenaries and Militcia
EEAD: O Connell. Chapter 7
17 Sept - Har and Sociery
READ: O'Conmnell, Chapter g, alse Paret, Chapter 1

Four -- The Military Rewvolution
Z2 Sept - Btrategy
READ: Paret, Chapter 2; Parker, Chapters 1,6
24 BSept - Society and Government
EEAD: Paret, Chapter 3; Parker, Chapter 2

Five -- The Eighteenth Century
<% Sept - Dynastio Warfare
READ: O'Connell, Chapter 9; Parker, Chapter 5
l Oct - Strategic Developments
READ: Paret, Chaptar 4

5ix -- Revolutiomary War
& Oet -The Natiom in Arms
READ: O'Comnnell, Chapter 10
8 Det -The Napoleonic Revolution
REATy: Paret, Chapter 5

Seven -- Naval Warfare in the Age of 3Zaill
13 Dct -Technologies and Techniques
READ: Parker, Chapter 3
15 Oct -Administration and Bfficiency

FEAD: Duffy, Military Bevolution, pp. 49-B5 RESERVE

Eight -- Revelutionary Legacies
40 Oct -Strategic Thought: Jomdini
READ: Paret, Chapters &
22 Oct -Clauswits
READ: Paret, Chapter 7

Nine -- North aAmerican Dewve]l opments
27 0ot - Guerillag or Grenadiers
READ: Paret, Chapter 15, parts I1-II and Martin
Nicolai, "A Different Kind of Courage" in
' i view, March, 1489
({(PERIQDICALS -also xerox on RESERVE)
29 get - The Civil War
READ: Parec, Chapter 15, parts I1I-v, O Connell,
Chapter 11 up to page 202

Ten -- BEuropean Experimencs
3 Nov - Organizing War Genius
READ: Paret, Chapter 10; Bond, Chapter 1.
5 Nov - War Plans: Prussia and France
READ: Paret, Chapter 11; O'Connell, Chapter 11, PR
203-211.




Week Eleven -- Colonial Wars and Their Legacies
10 Nov - The Military Revolutian Congquers
READ: Parker, Chapter 4
14 Wov - The French and British Colconial Wars
READ: Paret, Chapter 14

Week Twelve -- Deadly Spirals
17 Nov -Imaginary War and Military Theory
READ: Paret, Chapter 18
19 Nov - Militarism, Democracy and Mationalism
READ: 0'Connell, Chapter 13: Bond, Chapter 2.

Week Thirteen -- The Naval Arms Race
<4 Now -The New Strategists
RERD: Paret, Chapter 16
6 MNov -Dreadnought Mania
READ: Q'Connell, Chapter 12

Week Fourteen, December 1, 3 Computer Assisred Instruction Labsg

Christmas Exam - TBA
Term Two Cutling:

Week One, 139% -- The Great War: At the Froac
7 Jan -Blocdbaths and Breakthroughs
-Technologlies
READ: O'Connell, Chapter 14; Bond, Chapter 4.

Week Two -- World Power or Decline?
12 Jan -Internacional Orisis: 1914
EEAD: Stoesginger, Chapter 1; Bond, Chapter 2
14 Jan - War Aims and War Cuilc

RBAD: Foch, Origins of the First World War,

Chapters 1, B (RESERVE}

Week Three -- The Great War: Politiciang and Generals
19 Jan -The Allies
BEEAD: Paret, Chapter 17, PP, 481-4%1
21 Jan -Germans and Austrians

Weak Four -- The Great War: Home Fronts
26 Jan - Stress and Scrain
READ: Marwick, i
] » Chapters 1-31 (RESERVE)
48 Jan - Collapse and Revolution



Week Five -=- The Bitter Armistipe
2 Feb - BEnd of one War/Seeds of the Hext
EEAD: Bond, Chapter 5: Parker. Chapter 1
4 Felr - Guns and Butrer

NBE: Dver and ©'Connell essay dus!

Week Six -- New Technologieg - Mew Theories
8 Fah - Armour
REATY: Paret, Chapters 290
11 Feb - Victory Through Air Power
READy: Paret, Chapter 21

Week Seven -- The Second World War: Stracegy
lé Feb - Hitler‘s War
REAT: Stoesginger, Chapter 2, and Paret, Chapter
17, pp. 4%1-4%7
18 Feb - L
READ: Bond, Chapter &; Parker, Chapters 2,3,4

Februaty 22-27 -- Winter Break (READ Keegan: Batile for History)

Week Eight -- The Second World War: Land and Sea
2 Mar - Co-ordisgating Allied Stcrategy
READ: Paret, Chapters 17, pp. 497-50%, and 23.
4 Mar - Sea Power and Combined Operations
READ: Paret Chaprter 24, Parker, Chapters 5-

By Lla=13
Waek Nine -- Special Clagges: Terror From the Air
5 March

READ: Parker, Chapter 10-11; Q'Connell, Chapter 15.
11 March: TBA

Weak Ten -- The Ordeal of Total War
& March - war to the Enife
READ: Parker, Chapters 9, 17-18,
18 March - Under Ocoupatlon
READ: Marwick, Chapters 4 and & (FRESERVE)

Week Eleven -- Ruclear Strategy and The Cold War
231 March - Using the Bomb: Theory and Speculatien
READ: Farker, Chapters 14-16; Paret, Chapter 25
also Q'Connell, Chapter 156
25 March - Armed Peace and its Discontents
READ: Paret, Chapter 26; Stoessinger, pp.
Bond, Chapter 7

NEB: Xeegan Review Due!




Weak Twelve -- Empire and Revolucion
30 March - Revolutionary Warfare
REATD): Paret, Chapter 27
L April - The Vietnamess Experience
READ: Stoessinger, Chapter 4.

Week Thirteen -- LoweIntenesity Conflict
& April - Terroriem and Counter-Terrorism?
£ April - Recent Wars in the East
READ: Stoessingesr, &-8

Week Fourteen -- Conflict at Century's End
13 April - Present wars: limited and otherwiszse
REAL: Paret, Chapter 28,
15 April - Does War have a future?

Final Exam: TBL

: The course congists of two
lecture-discussions each week. The lectures will identify and
digcuss the most significant events and issues of the week and
also merve as guides to the text readings. Digcussions with the
clasg will cover the approaches taken by historians ro the topics
as well as the issues raised by the events covered in each clasg
session. The Christmas test will be short answer in nature, while
the examination will include both short answer and agsay-t
questions. An attendance and participation mark will be given,

which measures class appearance and contribution to discuseionsg,
L] BERS [ X W E i i i

UNLESS special permission is secured from me in advance. Any
students having difficulty with their assignments or with the
course in gemeral are encouraged to see me as Soon as possible --
after ¢lass, by ocontacting me in the office or calling me at home
(berween B a.m. and 6 p.m. pleasel!) at 533-5787, I am always
willing to help in any way I can.

Comrse Options and Marking Scheme:

The history of human conflict has often been a drum-and-
Crumpet narrative of great leaders and decisive battles. In the
iagt two generations, however, scholars have adopted a new and
wider approach, which gees human conflict as "toral history™. Thus
any and all appreaches (from anthropology to film studies) and
topics {not just strategy and tactics! can now be aemployed. This
course will introduce some of these new approaches, and encourage
you bo experiment with and sample the new approaches in conflict
higtory.
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Therefore, cach student in HI29B0 has some choices oo make:
aespecially on which agpects of confliect study: Strategic Thomghe |
War and Society, or Operatiomal Studies, they would like to focus
their work. Students with a social sciences or arte interests may
wish ta specialize in War and Socisty; milicary history buffs may
choose Cperational Studies: and philosophically-inclined might wigh
Lo pursue Surategic Thought topics. At the beginning of the course,
n¢ one should rush to choose until they have taken a few clagses
and sampled all the texts, including those listed as opticpnal. Un
the final exam, students will have the option to prepare for and
ansWer guestions in only two of thegse three areas, thus gutting
down on their study lcad.

A special focus emphasizes the Second World war from the
perspective of one half-century, John Keegan and others have
pointed out how the hisvory of World War I1 is mow being entiraly
refought by scholars and veterans, and the recent COnLroversy in
Canada over the CBC geries "The Valour and the Horror® shows how
wartime c¢onduct controversies are far from over. How much of our
history of the war is patriotic wmyth, and how much of our new
interest in the war is unhistorical and even irresponsible
sensationalism? How should the history of the most convulgive war
in world history be written today? These are all questions which
will come up repeatedly in the second term! After reading Keegan’s
litcle book on the literature of the war, students will have a
chance to assess his criteria for choosing the "best® books and
historians on these issues {in an B-10 pagé critical paper}.

The Eggayes Explained:

The Second term critical essays are studies of important books
on the phenomenon of war itself. For the first, you are asked to
read the booke (Of Axms and Men and War), assessing their meritcs
and weaknesses ag studies of human conflict. As vou can ges from
the outline, Of Arms and Men is to be read throughout the year
along with the topics we are studying. I would recommend that Yol
read Gwynne Dyer’s War as gquickly as you can after Christmas, Give
4 week or two over to writing your essay for submissicn on the due
date above. Remember that thiz is not a narrative or research
essay: that 18, you mugt cricticize and analyze the thesis each
writer advances, try to explain why thelr thesis reflects the
concerns of their times, and evaluate their use of evidence,
clarity and power to convince. Therefore, keep notes AS YOU READ!
T will give plenty of advice on this paper as the term proceeds,

The other critical essay is based on Keegan's Bartle for
History. Here you must critically comment on the problem of how we
logk back on war, using cthe studies of World War 1I made by both
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world and Canagian historians. Problems of national {nterpretation,
truth and falsehood, propaganda. and historical bias in  how
conflicts are remembered, and taught, mAtr he identified ang
commented on by each atudent in their paper. Which issues or topics
cause the most cantroversy, and why? If Truth is the first casualty
cf war itself, what about in writing its history?

Your Research essay is a straightforward, ten-page study of a
topic of your own choice, in strategy, operations or war and
society, After reading a few articles and books on that topic, the
student writes their study of the topic, making their own
judgements and interpretations, based on what they learn from the
sources. Nevertheless, such an essay should still have a thesis
{for axample, Hitler lost the Battle of Britain because he made a
strategic blunder in bombing London, wused the Wwrong type of
airplanes, OR because the British had radar and he did not, stc.,
rather than & vague "Hitler lost the batbile because everythipng went
wrong®. .. ), If you detect any bias in vour sources or conflicting
interpretations with others, analyze it. Aagain, please see me to
discuss sources and proposals before you write, Eo that I ecan
assist in finding you sources, etc, Remember, this essay can be
handed in at any time during che coursze: ¢ 1
Discuss your interests at any time with me and I can point you ko
the wide wvariety of sources we have available here and on loan!
Canadian content essays are welcome!

Critical Essay 1 (eight pages) 10
Critical EBssgay II 10
Chriscmas Test [in claes) 20
Research Essay iten pages) 20
Attendance and Participation 10
Examinarion 30
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Grande Pralirie Regional College
Department of Arts, Ed. and Commerce
HI2580: Human Conflict: video Reference Lige

WB: Yiew Critically, However!
el i - - T

Henry ¥V (Branagh or Olivier versions should be compared)
spartacus (brilliant illustration of the gociety that gave us Lhe
Roman legionary)

Masada (Peter Strauss and Peter O'Toola)

Ben Hur {Homan Galley scenes, egp.)

Braveheart (wanna see what edged weapons can do?)

Cromwall (Alec Guiness and Richard Harris)

EiEhLﬂﬂnLﬁ_EﬂBLuiIL_HﬂEﬂlﬁﬂEAE_ﬂgﬂ_ﬂaxﬂ;.
Barry Lyndon (Stanley Kubrick, director; the first cassette is
especially helpful for this couree.}

| {Guiness and Dirk Bogarde)
Haterlog (Fod Steiger and Christopher Plummer)

Hozth America:
lgreat battle scenes, skip the soap apera)
Civil War Dogcumentary by Ken Burne {1990) {(eclassic)

Lagt of the Mohegans, 1992 (read I. Steele’'s Betrayvals)
Gloryr (male bcn@ing film, but accurate)

(best recomstruction of Little Big Horn}
1776 (Al Pacino and what's-her-pamea)
Breaker Moranf (controversy among historiang over thig one!)
Zulu (wateh Michael Caine!)
March or Die, Bgau Gests (well, why not?)

A= Dayd at Pekipng (pure propaganda, but some good scenes of Boxer
revolt)

Great War:
i W {15233 Lew Avres version a must!)
Blue Max {(excellant portrayal of the ace sygdtem)
Paths of Glory (Kirk Douglas, directed by Eubrick - classic!)
T

{Dirk Bogarde in a controversial rale)
The Wars (hard to get hold of, for some reason!)
i or Gallipolil (ANZAC's finer moments)
W ad {well worth the long sitt!)
Horld War JI-
Tora, Tera, Torg! (Quite good, Japanese model work at its best)
Battle of Brivain (brilliant overview, excellent air SegUences |
d_Eridge Too Far (excellent, but harrowing)
Saving Private Ryan (see abovel)
Korea:

Bridges af Teke-Ri (propaganda, but excellent flight saquences)
¥iernam:
Deerhupter (a First aktempt to portray the war's effect)
dpocalypse Now (8 classic Conrad tale set in Vietmam - Why?)
Full Meral Jacket (Basic training turned into Kubrick nightmare)

Platoon {clasgic, intense, and controversiall
BaCharlieMopic {little-known now, but worthy)
Gulf:

Courage TUnder Fire {brave attempt to tackle hot issues)




