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Grande Prairie Reglonal College gz

Department of Arts, Commerce and Education
HI3GQ0/NSTI62: Canadian Mative History sinee the 1B30's
Senior Course, l-credits)

Winter, 2001 fm. C316
Instructor: Duff Crerar, Ph.D. Cffice: CZ1a
E-mail: Duff.Crerar@GPRC.AB.CA ff, Fhone: 539-2830R

Hoe. Phone: 939=-57E7

Course I[ntroduction:

The <ourse traces developments in Canadian native Peoples' history
frcm the implementation of the reserve system to the Eresent.
Through lectures, case studies, clasz digscussion, reading and
reflection, students will examine the arigins and assess the
cutcomes  of  British and Canadian  government policy towards
indigenous peoples, the birth of wvarious forms of resistance by
netive groups and the growth of modern first nations' palitical
movements. A special focus has been made {n this course on the
pracess of treaty re-appraisal that has been golng on in recant
yedrs, as flrst pations have called govermments to account for the
gaps between oral and written versicns of the treaty process.
Students will write a mid-term test, a brief reflection paper, a
short treaty assiqgnment, a research paper ldue in March! and a
final examipation. Readings not found In the textbasks will be
avallable from the Reserve Desk at the GFRC Library.

Texta:
Dickason, 0live P. Canada's First Nations. Ouford, 1997 i2nd Ed.)

Coates, K., Fisher, RE. Qut of the Back nd. Irwin, 1958 {(Znd Ed.)
Treaty 7 Elders and Tribal Councll. ¥En True Spirit and Original
Intent of Trg%;g T. MoGi]l l-0ueen's U, Press, 193G,

Crerar, D. and Patrvshyn, J. Treaty B Re-Visited (1959),

Native Peoples and Coloniallism, B Studies.

Milloy, The Plains Cree. (U Manitaba Press, 1993). Recommended

Caurse Fhilosophy and Format:

BE PREFARED! Based on the readings assigned for elass, students
will be called on to take an active part in discussions and debates
gach week., Lectures will identify and cutline the most significant
evants, themes and isznes each week, and alsc serve a5 guides to
TeXt readings. The test will be short answer, while the final
examinatlon will be essay gquesticns. All research essay topics must
he approved by the instructor before final submission. Late
assiguments Wwill be panalized unless cleared with the instructor im
advance. Students will Be allowed only OHE extenslon. Therefore,
anyone having essay/course problems of any kind are ancouraged to
confact me as soon as possible -- after class, In office hours
IFridays, 10-12 poon) or at home (between 8 am and 6 pm, if
possible!] I am alwavs willing to help in any Way I can.
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Marking Schomo:

Treaty Acslgnment 10-12 pagesz Z2E5%

Mld-Tetrm test {in-class) 10%

Research Essay (personal topic, 15 pages) 25%

Attendance and Participation 10%

Exam J0%
== [ i

1050

HB: students must pass the final exam (50%) to complete the course
successfully.

Colrse Dutline:

Launchlng: Friday & Janoary

Weak

ek

Week

Weak

Week

One, Monday, 3 January: Policies and Frojects

Monday: READ: Dickascn, First Hations, chaps. 16-17: alsg
Tobias Sweat Promises, pr. 127-144

Friday, READ;: Milloy, Sweet Promises, 145-156 RESERVE and
Furness, in Native Peoples and Colonialism, 7-44.

Two (January 15): Pacific Predators and Colonialism

Monday: HEAD: Fisher, Historical Essays on B.C., 256-280
RESEEVE and Tennant,, out af the Background, 279-29%.

Friday: READ Galols, Wative Peoples and Colonialism, 105-147,
Van Xlrk, Thid.,148-179, and Brezlev, Yhid., lB1-236.

Three {January 22): Metis Militani?

Menday: READ: Dickason, Chapler 18, and Payment, Women of the
First Wations, 19-34 and Owram, in Riel, 11=30 RESERVE

Friday: BEAD: Fianagan and Mossman, in Riel, Z08=-259 RESERVE

Four [January £9): Disaster on tha Pralries

Monday: BEAD: Millov, Flains Cree, 68-121 and Tcbias, ome
of the Background, 150-176,

Friday READ: Miller amd Stonechlld, Sweat Promises, 243-277
RESERVE, alsc Dlckason, chaps. 20-21

Flve {(February 5)i Survival

Monday: READ: Francis, Carter, Out of the Background, 177-
185, 310-319; also Carter Sweet Promises, 294=-321 RESERVE
Friday: READ Greskno, in Western Canada Past and Present, 163-

18] RESERVE and Barman, Mative Peoples and Colonialiem,
23T=2B%,



Weak

Wealk

- 48
S1x |February l2): Fieces of Paper and the Power of Mamory
Motday: REAR: Dickason, chapt. 19 Trealy 7 Elders, True
Spirit, Tort I (3 14@7;

Friday: BEAD: Treaty 7 Elders, True Sparit, Fart 11 [181-230]

Seven {February 23 onlyl: Treatiss, Historians and the Courts
Menday: READ: 28-113 in Crerar and Fetryshyn, Treaty B Ra-
Visited.

Friday: Fead Treaty B Re-Visited, 151-1%3, and Fisher, Out of
the Background, pp. 321-401.

Feading Week: February Zé-March 2 {Write that Essay!)

Weak

Weak

Weak

Waek

Weak

leek

Eight [March 5): To the North

Monday: BEAD: Ray, Cut of the Background, 93-101; Abel, Ibid.,
116=14%; aod Blondin, Ikdd., pp. 243=273.

Friday, RERD: Coates, Ybid., 126-20%, and Dickazon, chapt.

25, Also Ledare Flrst Wations in Canada,d04-432 RE3ERVE

Hine (March 12): Boots af Strength and Recovery

Mondav! REAL: Dickason, chapt. 22, 24; and J. Dempsey, in
Alberta History, anvl Warriors of the King, chaps 3-4 RESERVE
Friday: READ: Cuthand, Sweet Promises, JH1-392 RESERVE

Ten {March 1%): The Struggle for Self-Government

Monday: SEAD; Pontling and Gibbins, Out of lrrelevance, 195-218
BESERVE; Dickascn, chapt. 27;

Friday: RERD: Ponting, First Wations in Canada, 35-&7, and
Cockerill and Gibbhins, Ibid., 283-401 RESERVE

Eleven {March Z2é): The Battle for the Land

Monday: READ: Dickason, chapt 267 alsc "The lubicon™, "The
Innu of Ungava" in Drumbeat RESERVE; and Rosemary Brown, Women
of the First NHations, 151-165 RESERVE

Friday, BEAD: Richardson, Strangers Devour the Land, 18-33,
293-259, 296-320 RESERVE. Alsge Symons, Firsv MNations in
Canada, 206-221 RESERVE

Twelve (April Z): Militancy

Monday, Read: Dickasen, chapt 28; alsoe "Mimag", "Akwesasne™
and postlude by Erasmus, in Drumbeat RESERVE

Friday, READ: Paul, Qut of the Background, 3720-35%2, and
Miller, Ibid., 367-3320.

Thirteern lapril 2 only}: Eeview and Assessment

Monday, READ: Brownlie and Kelm, our of the Background, 210-
222 and Dickason, chapt 23 and epilogue

Friday, READ: Flske, Rative Peoples and Colonialism, Z67-28H;
and PFonting, First Mations in Canada, 445-472 RESEEVE.



Final Exam: TB4
Higtory 3630: Canodian Native Aspecta) Gomgise Qb jucllyas

Course Description: The fcurge traces and examines developments in
Caradian Native Histcry from the [mplementaticn of rhe reserves
system in the 1B30s to the present day. Topics for each class deal
with Dboth historlc documents and the discussisne of historians
about key events, leaders and issues in the history of Canadian
indigenous pacples. He begin by examining the causes and
explanations for native peoples' loss of independence, and the
subsequent struggle to survive and preserve their identity 1in
conditions of extreme cultural, legal, economic and spirituoal
adversity. Close attention will be given to the processes by which
Trgatlies 7 and § wera made, and the controversies aboub their
history today, After examining and evsluating the reots of Mative
recovery ln the period around World Wer I, and the renewed struggle
for sccial, cultupral and political agency after 1545, the course
evaluates the new Native militancy and struggles for self-
government during the last decade., In addition, this course nas
been designed for students to spply their historizal knowledge and
research bta Canada's problematic fulbure with its first nations'
peoples.

Course Obdectives and Marking Crlteria:

While Imparting to students a working knowledge of past events
and issues, the course alsc requires students to learn, practice
and master a number of cognitive, research and writing skills as
wall as those of historical analysis, as competence in all is
requited for academic progress, as well as perscnal growbh and
empowerment., Successful students will, using history as the data
base, propose gquestions, collect jusing a varlety of media) and
evaluate both histerle data and the previeus ideas of leading
historiang, 45 well as comaunicate the results of their research to
the ipstructor and the ¢lass. Universities require of students the
abllity Lo express one's self well in writing in order to complete
courses satisfactorily. The written forms lnclude:

l. One short-answar mid-term test, where =zstuadents will
identify, evaluate and comment on the sigqnificance of waricus
events, personalities, themes or issues from the course. The test
will be written in class, and require answers of about 3-400 words
per quesation, bo two or three questions (from a choice of ar least
ten] in tatal,




B.

2, tne critical study of Trearies 7 and 8, based on texts from
the souroe. Studenta will  summarize qoed  agosess  Lhe Compatlng
accounts of the CLreaties by elders, govermnments and scholars. A
brief handout will describe the criterion of a successful paper.

3. One research paper, on a topic personally chosen by the
student and approved by the instructor, consisting of about twelws
pages, and Using at least six sources. This paper will have a
thesis and argue Chat the research discussed in the paper bullds
towards a decisive conclusion.

4. Berauee spoken discourse and critical debate iz essential
to Senior University progress, Gthe students will be marked on
attendance and parricipation in each class, for a total of 10 per
cent of the final mark. Students are expected to come to class with
the readings completed, notes made oo the reading and with some
fluestions, opinlons cr critical conclusions made absut both the
events discussed in the readings and the stand taken on these
events by the weiters imvslwved.

5. A final examination will be written during the examination
at. the end of academic semester, invalving short answar and essay-
type questions, surveying the malor themes of the course. The
examinatlion will last three hours and will he worth 30 per cenb of
the final mark.

Enowledge Objectives: Successful stodents will know the relevant
personalities, interest groups, policies, issues of conflict and
consensus, periods and historical dnfluences which explain the
history of native peoples In Canada during the pericd described in
the ocoursa. Students also will learn, hy wse, those sources and
wirlters which give the most relevant, informative and controversisl
information and perspectives of this field. In completing this
course, students will acquire the working knowledges of both main
gvents and sources which deminate this field, préparing themselwes
for informed leadership in edocation, public information, leaal
careers or other forms of leadership which stem from these themes,
igsyes, interest groups and events.,

Te accomplish thiz, frequent consultation with the instructor
15 encouraged (lndeed required) throughout the course. Any student
Wwith <oneerns or questions or deslring a forum for debate will he
welcomed gladly and encouraged to participate fully in all agpects
of the course and its instructleon, Keep in touch with the
instructor!



