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Grande Prairle Regicnal College
Department of Humanities and Social Scisnces

History 398: The History of Human Conflict

Instructor: Dut: Crerar, Ph.D. Office: Portable C-2
FHones: 539-28254
Home: 539-7764

introduction:

This course introduces students to the history of humanity's
least attractive but one of its most FerEistent and congegquential
activies. Through lectures and medis presentetions, the class
will trace the conduct of war from early days to the preament.
Intervoven with these topics will he gpecial studies of the
effects of war on the societies involved, the rige of
revolutionary varfare, and the growth of terrarigm and
lov-intensity conflict as a vay of life at the end of the tventieth
century. Students will write two brief eritical esgaya and the
Christmas test, a research paper in the winter term and the final
exemination.

Textg:

FParet, Feter {ed.). Hakers of Modern Gtrategy. Princeton U. Preas,
19586.

Bond, B. War _mnd Society in Europe, 1878-1970. Fontana, 1984,

Parker, Geoffrey. The Hilitary Revolutjion. Cambridge U. Freza,
1994,

R. Malcolmson. Nuclegr Fallecies. McGill-Queen‘’s, 1986,

Tgrm One Outline:

Week One: September 10 -- Oetting Started:
=Aggreaaion and Violence
-Tactice and Strategy
~-War and Societies

Week Two: September 17 -- The Claesical and Medisval Heritage
-Greco-Roman traditions
-Hnight and Infantry
READ: Preston and Wise, Hen in Arms, pp. 15-97 OR L.
Addington, P rne Th h t gth
Century, pp. 1-73 (RESERVE)

Week Three: September 24 -- War in Early Modern Europe
= Hercenaries and Militia
= War and Society

READ: Paret, Chapter 1 and R.J. Hale, War apd Society in
Ren gan ope, Chapters 1, 6-7 {RESERVE)
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Four: October I -=- The Military Revolution 2
- Strategy, Society and Government
READ: Paret, Chapter 2 and 3, and Parker, The

Military Revolution, Chapters 1 and 2.

Five: Outuber @ -- The Elghleenth Century
- Ab=olutism and Dynastic Warfare
- Kev Developments
READ: Paret, Chapter 4 and Parker, Chapters 4 and 5.

Six: October 15 -- Revolutionary War
-The Hation in Arma
-The Napoleonic Revolution
READ: Paret, Chapter S

Seveni October 22 =-- MNaval Warfare in the Age of Sail
-Technologies and Techniques
~Administration and Efficiency

READ: Parker, chapter 3, alao Duffy, Hilitary
Revolution, pp. 42-85 (RESERVE)

Eight: October 29 -- Revolutionary Legacies
-Strategic Thought: Clausevitz and Jomini
=-The Guerilla Tradition

READ: Paret, Chapters 6-7

Ning: November 5 -- North American Developments
- Guerillag or Grenadiers
= The Ciwvil War
HEAD: Peret, Chapter 15 and Hartin Hicolmi, "A Different

Kind of Courage® Canadian Historical Review, March,

1989 (PERIODICALS-- also copy of article on RESERVE)

Ten: November 12 -- European Experimenta
- Organizing War Genius
= War and Policy: Prusaia and France
READ: Bond, Chepter 1 and Paret, Chapter 19

Eleven: November 19 -- Colonial Wara and Their Legacies
-The French and Britigh Colonial Wars
READ: Paret, Chapter 14

lat Review Easay (Gwynne Dyer, War) Due!!

Twelve: Hovember 25 -- Deadly Spirala
-Imaginary War and Military Theory
- Militarism, Democrecy and Nationaliam
READ: Bend, Chapter 2 and Paret, Chapters 11 and 18,
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Thirteen: December 4 -- The Maval Arme Race |
-The New Strateglists
=New Dreadnought and Her Admirers
READ: Faret, Chapter 16; also D.M. Schurman, Educgtion of
a Nawvy, Chapterz 4 and 7 (RESERYE:!

christmazs Exam December 18, 1391 - brief and in-clagas.

Term

Trg Qutline:
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One: January 7 =-=- Woarld FPover or Decline?
~International Crisis: 1914
-War Aims and War Guilt
READ: Bond, Chapter 3 and Koch, ing o e F
World War, Chapters 1, 6, B (RESERVE)

Twat January 14 -- The Great War: At the Front
~Bloodbaths
=Breakthroughs
READ: Bond, Chapter 4

Three: January 21 -- The Grest War: Politiciens and Generals
=The Allieg
-Germang and Austriana
READ: Paret, Chapter 17, pp. 481-491 and Chapter 19,
pp. S527-554.

Four: January 28 -- The Great War: Home Fronts
= Stress and Strein
- Collepee and Revolutian
READ: Marwick, War and Social Change in the

Twentieth Century, Chaptera 1-3 (RESERVE)

Five: February 4 -- The Bitter Armigptice
= The end of the War
= Seeds of the Next
READ: Bond, Chapter 5 and Paret, Chapter 19, pp. 554-572

Six: February 12 -- Nev Technologies - New Theories
- ¥ictory Through Air FPover
= Armour
READ: Peret, Chapters 20 and Chapter 21.

Seven: February 19 -- The Second World War: Etrategy
= Hitler*s War
- Blitzkriea
READ: Bond, Chapter & and Faret, Chapter 17, pp. 491-
497 and Chapter 19, pp. 572-597,

Eight Winter Breal
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Nine: March 3 -- The Second Woarld War: Land and Sea 4
- Co-~ordinating Allied Strategy
= Sea Power and Combinsed Operations
READ: Paret, Chapters 17, Pp. 497-589 andy Chapters 23
and Z4.

Ten: March 1@: Speciasl Class: Terror From the Air
READ: G. Wright, Ordeal of Total War, Chapter B8
and Parker,
{RESERVE)

Eleven: Harch 17 -- The Ordeal of Total War
= = War to the HKnife
READ: Marwick, Chapters 4 and & (RESERVE) and Wright,

Ordeal of Total War, Chapter 7.

Twelve: March 24 -- Nuclear Strategy end The Cold War
= Using the Bomb: Theory and Speculation
= Armed FPeace and ite Discontenta
READ: Bond, Chapter 7, Paret, Chapters 25 and 2Z6.

Malcolmson Revievw Eszay Dugl!

Thirteen: March 31 -- Empire and Revolution
- Guerilla Warfare in China and Latin America
- The Vietnamese Experience
READ: Weolf, Peasant Wars of the Twentieth Century,
Chapters 3, 4 and Conclusion {RESERYE! and Paret,
Chapter 27. Also George C. Herring, America‘'s
Longest W Chapters 5-& (RESERVE).

Fourteen: April 7 -- Low-Intensity Conflict
— Terroriam
- Ethnic Resistance
READ: Walf, Chapter 5

Fifteen: April 14: Conflict at Centuery's End
READ: Paret, Chapter 2Z8.

Final Exam: To Be Announced




Caurge Format and Philogophy: The course conmists aof &ne

lecture-digcussion sach week. The lecturea will identify and
digcuss the moet significant events and lesues of the wesk apd
aloo ocrve as guides Lu vhe Lexb readings. Ulscussions with the
class wlll cover the approaches taken by historianzs to the topics
as vell a4 the lssues raised by the events covered ln =sach claza
geseion. The test will be short ansver in nature, while the
examination will inelude both short answer and EHEAY-Lype
questiond. An attendance and participation mark will be given,
which measures class appearance and contribution %o discuzgiong.
ALL eseay topics must be approved by me before final submigsion.
Late asslgnments will be penalized 1@% each day they are overdue,
UNLESS special permission ie secured from me in advance, Any
atudents having difficulty with their ag@lgnmenta or with the
couree in general are encouraged to gee me as soon ag posaible --
after class, by contacting me in the offlce or calling me at home
(between 8 a.m. and 1@ p.m. pleage!) at 539-7764. I am always
villing to help in any way I can.

king S 1
Criticel Essays teight page=s) 2@
Christmam Teat fin cla=sa!) 28
Reaearch Essay {fifteen pages! 2@
Attendance and Perticipation i@
Examination 3@




