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GRANDE PRAIRIE REGIONAL COLLEGE
FINE ARTS DEFARTNENT

Course Cutline
200001
MU 1410/MU 2410 Wind Ensemble 3 UT Fuoll Year

Instructor: D, Paul Rathie, Office and Phone: L1 16. 539-2015 Office hours: Monday,
§inie 300 i, deed T oesday 10:00 am- 150 pon. .

Rehearsal Times: Thursdays 7:00 - 10200 pom. room L107, All musicians e expected to
be ready to tuns at 7:00; that is, one should have reeds moisiened, music. mutes and
pencils present, etc. Extra rehearsals are only infreqguently necessary; these will be
scheduled far enough in advance 1o allow for convenient planning.

Course Description: The Wind Ensemble is a focused training ensemble. Thiough
instruction, application in rehearsals, and public performance, the student will gain
the knowladge and experience of the skills and protocol required of performers in

professional music ensembles.

Course Objectives: Wind Ensemble students will be exposed o the traditonal and
contemporary body of literatore of the modem Wind ensemble. As a result of
participation and observance in rehearsals, and with personal practice and reflection,
1t is expected that all students who complete the course will become ore
accomplished ensemble performer. In the process the student will develop & greater
sense of rrythm, technical facility, tone development, and an imcreased sight-reading
faciliey.

Evsloation:  30% Weekly performance i the Wind Ensemnble
50% individual festing & Assignments

Course Requirements:

L. Weekly Performance (50% = 25%/Term}
= PREFAREDNESS; arrive in plenly of time to warm op, be in your place, and be ready to play at the
appotnied starting tUme with reeds, mutes, instruments, pencils, music, etc. This Is a professional copnesy
1 ather ensemble members. Students are to be seated by 6:50 pan. and o be warming up in preparation
for the start of the rehearsal at T:00 pom. Yoo will be marked lace if you are not in vour sesi &t this time,
You will be given two unquestioned excused late armvals.

b. TECHNICAL MASTERY OF THE PART; students are expecied 1o be prepared. It would not be
unusial that mastery of the pan could reguire 1-3 hours of personal practice per week. Students are
required W practice individual pans with metronome. Students are expecied (o be able 1o perform their
parts at the marked tempo mdications {unless otherwise indicated by the conductor),




€, SCALES & MODES: Swdents are expected w leam to be able 10 perform by memory the scales 2nd
modes covered in reheassils. Swdents will be tested on these scales twice per term as pan of the
performance wests. The ability 1o perform scales and modes with facility and eitse is the foundation of
improvisstion,

d. AURAL SKILLS: In énder to develop your aural skills & musicianship you must know your part. The
key to developing better ensemble performance skills is 10 LISTEN, LISTEN & LISTEN. To develop
progressively better personal inionation in order that eassmble rehearsals can focus wpen ensemble
intomation concerns rather than personal. When intonation problems arise doring a rehearsal the players,
ot the ronductor. are expected ( iry to resolve the problem, If afier trying the player is unable o
accomplish this then ask the conductor for help,

e. ATTENDANCE: Membership in any of the GPRC Ensembles is a commimment to be raken serously,
Altendance at all rehearsals znd performances is mandatory, It is not sccoptable (o skip a rehedrsal because
you have an upcoming project o exam in ansther class, Unavoidable absences of deliys must be brought
to the attention of the marsic director in advance of the rehearsal, Call $392014 if 1 am not available leave
4 message on the answering machine, Amange to have your music delivesed 1o the rehearsal,

. REHEARSAL ETIQUETTE Keeping count during rests. Be prepared to stop and restart quickly, When
the conductor signals the ensemble to stop, become tacet—do not try 10 finish the phease. Learn by
listening when the conductor is giving instruction o another section check if this applies 10 your section.
Talking in rehearsal prevents ihose involved and the players surrounding from listening to the conductor
and therefore talking in rehearsals is discouraged,

£ LEADERSHIP; Unless the conducior indicates otherwise, stylistic and echnical marters are up to
section leaders. Players should try to match intonation and timbre as a section to blend into the ensemble.

h, ATTTIUDE

1, Individual Testing & Asgignments (50 % - 25 %/ Term)
& Performance Requirements
i. Performed Wind Ensemble reperioire, Scales & Modes {two testsferm)
ii. Intonation Charting Assignments
jiii. Oiher
b, Written Assignments
. Other
3. Bonus Polnits {5%)

i Guided Listening Undes il. Written critical evaluation of one Wind ensemble concert to be handed in
prics 10 or ol the last rehearsal of each feom. i1, Other

b. Aassist the Music Director with virious administrative duties related 1o the Wind Enzemble.




. You will recelve an additional 5% to your final wind ensemble grade if you participae also in either the
GPRC Wind Ensemble or in Chamber Music Brsembie (THA),

4. Evaluation Criterin:, Grading for the part tests will be given according to the nine-point
system, Each stanine is representative of the following standord of performance:

Grade........cereeees Criteria

L [N et AR Reserved

B irmiassrmnvarsmerees Al Wsajor and minor poals achieved

P T PR All major goals achieved, one or 2 minor areas nead improvemaat

TR ST All mujor goals achisved, many minor areas noed improvement

N e e e Some major goals achieved bt there are several problem areas, Some
problems persist from previous evaluations.

. R Mo major goals achieved. Probleras persist from previous evaluations

The grade of % s reserved until computation of your Final Grade. Al the instructor’s discretion, this grade
will be applied to reward a consistently ‘excellent’ standard in afl areas of the course.

5. Attendance Policy for Wind Ensemble Students

It is required that stndents atend all rehearsals. Their performance will be evaluated on an ongoing basia.
All performers are essential to the ensemble whole if we are to achieve a high standard of performance.
Attendance a1 Wind Ensemble rehearsals and concens is nod optional, If the student cannor acend the
rehearsal doe 1o medical reasons it is common professional courtesy o nodify the conductor (naot &
classmate) in advance of the rehearsal and to provide the ensemble director with an official (written)
meedical excuse. If it is ool possible 1o provide the musical director with advance notice of an absence, as
may be the case in sireme drcumetances, the swudent is 0 ses the insrucior upon retuming o Grandes
Frairie Regional College & provide an official {writien) medical excuse, I iz expected thar the stedent will
arrange to have their complete folder of music aothe rehearsal,

If a student is absent for any ather reason their grade will he affected negatively. (The sudent will lose a
percentage of their final grade for every unexcused absence. )

You are responsible for your aitendance by signing in for cach rebearsal, Avendapee will be taken a1 6:50,
by which time you are 1o be seated and 1o be warming up in preparation Tor the start of the rehearsal at
100 pom.

Concert Schedale: 4-6 public performances through the full session. Yoo will be notified of
thi concert schedule far in pdvance’

Coneert Dress: Concert dress is black. Men: black pants and jacked, white shin and straight
tie with Black socks. Women: black and black with dark stockings, Men may choose
to- add 7 splish of color (o iheir Ues,




