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Outline: This course is an introduction o vanous Canadian First Peoples, the issues which they are
comending with loduy and their strslegies imd visions for gaining self-délermination. From o vaneiy of
wrinen sources. other modia, and persomal experiences, students will gain a kmowledge and. 10 cenain
extenl. experioniial base for education involving Fira Nations peoples of Canads. Studants alse will be
developing powers of insight, organdzation and expression troaghtt the course, b the composition of
reflection papers an cvalution of Firgl Nations siies on the World-Wide-Web, and sphmission of a shom
teaching unit which could become part of their professional portfolio
Texts:

Dirvid Lang and Ofive P Dickason, Viskons of the Heart: Canadian Aboriginal lswses. Harcour:-Brace,
1,

Mueth, Diane Those Who Know: Profiles of Alberta's Native Elders, MeWes, 19491,
Rupert Ross. Dancing With A Ghost: Exploring Indian Reality. Oclopus, 1992
Richard Wagamese, Keeper'n Me. Doubleday, 1995,

Celia Hotg-Brown, Kathy L. Hodeson-Smith, Robent Regnier, Jo-ann Archibald Making the Spirit Dunce
Withdn: Joe Duguette High School and an Aboriginal Community. Lorimer, 1997,

Coarse (i line:

Jamaary 11, 2000 Gerting Staried
Jameary 13, 2060° The long view

READ Visions, Chapter I, and Trigger, pp. 1944 in Out of the Baclgromnd (orange coverh
RESERVE.

Bmupary 13: READ Visglons, Chapler 5
Jamry M.

famuary 25: READ Visions, Chapier &
lamuary 27 READ Visions, Chapter 12

February |: READ Visions, Chapter 7
Febnwury 3: READ Visiony, Chaper 14

February 8: NB: Reflections on Wagamese and Ross die iy class!
February 10 READ Visions, Chapeer 2

Febnwary 15: READ Visions, Chapter 4
February 17: READ Circle Unfolds, Chapter 2 RESERVE
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February 21-25: Break Week

Febhruary 2%,
READ: NB: Reftaciion on Meili dus m class
March 25 Visboos, chapier 3

March T: READ Cirele Tlnfolds, Chapier S RESERVE
March & TEACHER'S CONVENTION

Muarch 14: READ Visions, Chapver 4.
March 16: Study Dav: no class - get reading)

March 218
ME: Reflection on Making the Spirit Dance Withdn dus in cliss!
March 23: READ Visioas, Chapter W), and Circle Undolds, Clapter 15 RESERVE

March 25: READ Visions, Chapder 13
March 30 READ Circle Unfolds, Chagier | | RESERVES

Aptil 4: READ Visions, Chapter 11
April i BREAD Cirele Unfolds, Chapler | RESERVES

Apel] 10 Article Review DUE!
Apeil 14 Rerrospect and Asscssimein

Course Hequircnents:

Reflechion papers (330 M idwe scoording 10 course outline above)
W Wsile evaluation 10 idue after Reading Weak)
Participation and Adtendance Ls
Article Review rom Circle Unfalds 15
Finzl Expmingdion 3

T %5
Course Ohjectives:

Canadian socicty has been challenged by two geaeranons of First Mations activism, vet todiny momy
Canadians of non-aboriginal descent still do not understand the background of their discoment, or their
conitnuing drrve for spioaony and self-determination

This course wall mtroduce students 1o the hisiorical background behind the headlines. and some of the
contemporury rture of First Mions Canadians' recosrpencs ivio the centre of aur national lifs, The
eonrse surveys o beogd spectrum of peoples, peross nbal, gender and penerational lines, and tries 10 present
d pért of Lheir realify to students preparing for a cireer that will britg them in contact with First Nations
peoples. Topics include: the use of an and sparitvality in recovery from over a centary of diseriminasion
and sbuse, the role of elders, male and fomale leadership, s well as the chattenge of Law reform and
educinong for Natrve Canadians 1oday.

Students will soguire a basic Bamiliarity with the terms and conditions of historicsl and legal documents
such as the Roval Proclamation of 1763, the Indian Act, the Constitutional Act and Charter of Righiz and
Freedotrs, as well as sclected meaty agreements made with governmenis over the st cenbury,
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Films made by First Nations producers, writers, and direciors will help smudents appreciate the mpemly.
passion and persisience of Native beaders mitiating aned struggling (0 keep control of their destiny in Canada
oy

Visits with representatives from the First Nabons in the GPRC region will be arramped, esther in-class or
through field visiis. where discussion of Uhe vision and the realities of education in sborizmnal communities
cun b2 shared with students,

Evalustion:

Reflection Papers: Sradents wall read and prepare an cight-fo-nine-page paper on the readings, or pairs of
reading, as assigned in ihe course schedule above. The papers will by presented as informal CSRAVE.
however, where necessary, correct citation of sources and attributions of quotations shiould be muke

Web-sie Evaluation: Stndents will bocate and explore at least three (3) different Canadian First Nations
sites on the World-Wide-Web, umd evaluate their usefulness to education students trving 1o leamn aboat
abongmal issnes todsy. The paper will be no more than ten peges, mus include compiete UREs and may
inciude background or suppon muenals, links, etc. 25 the stodent doms appropriste

Curriculum progect: The topic and format of this project must b approved by the instractor in conference
with the studen before Reading Week. Length: o more than fificen pages of test, plus ilesmatve
migferials

N.B.C all page lomits are given assnming double-spaced, norm! pitch font Titke pages, babliograplies or
source cilations mosd be given where neccssary or helplil,

| am using the sume mne-point scale for geading as everyone clse teaching in TEN, please refer 1o (heir
outlines or others if vou are Sill unclear shout how tiis works, or see me,

Late pollcy. All assipnments are expected 1o be sebmitied on tmme. When legitimate circumstances make
this impossible, the student should make alternate sreanpements with the ingroctor privr 1o doe date,
Late assignments will be penalized one grade-poini per week

Equity Policy. The Faculty of Education s commitied 1o providing an enviromment of equality and respect
for all pepple withim the aniversity/college conununity, and to cducating faculiy, staff, and sudents in
developing teaching and leaming enviranments thid are welcome to all. For farther information, plesse
refer 10 the college and universily calendars

Code of Behaviour 1 Pleass refer 1o the relevant cabendars for the expectations the CollegeUniversity have
of students, which oulline definitions of and policics for plagracism, cheating. and aiding and shetting. and
constquences for such behaviour,
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Reflection Papers: Guldelines

Eeflection Papers!

A reflection paper is not, primarily, 3 research or eritrical
analysis assignment -- it iz per a hbook review, and does npot
require cutside reading. A refiectish paper is meant to be an
arganized diary of your responses to the hask you are reading and
how the beok changes or strengthens your ideas and theories about
the course, the subject and teaching. Iou do noet have to be =
qreat philcsopher to write this papar. You do have to & as honest
and balahced as possible. In each case, the assigned beoks should
give you seme ideas about both the perspective of Native peoples
today and how these problems came to be. What were the historic
causes? Are Che issues in this book the =ame for other Mat.ive
Canadians elsewhere? What new lnformation and perspectives am T
gaining from this book? These are a few of the kinds of gquestions
You might keeg in mind as you read.

While you are reading, keep a diary or log of your thoughts
and the conclusions you arrive at. Remember that each book has a
general thesis or paint the author wants to make, and each chapter,
toz, hag a point that makes a link in a #hain of reasoning backing
up the general theory. 1 usually read Just a chapter at a time,
then take some fime to make an outiine of what the chapter said,
and what it taughr ma (not always the same¢ thing). Then 1 Ery to
write down if and how 1t leads to pew ideas. If I don't have any
insights immediately at hand, sometimes I read the chapter again
rapidly, Lo see if I miszsed anything. Finally, I write down my
Teelings after each chapter -- angry or sad, hapeful or cheerful —
as well as any moral convictions about right and wrong (if these
have been challenged or confirmed). What has this boak made me
DECIDE?

It iz from these notes (aften Just an outline) that I compose
a few paragraphs for a reflection pileca. But 1 do not Wwrite them
down in the crder they may naturally come to ma, I try to group my
ideas together intoc tapics, and make each topic a separate
paragraph. Then I put each paragraph into some kind of overall
pattern ¢ith the sthers. There are two ways I do this. One method
(which I don't use wvery often) iz to put my most important topie
paragraphs FIRST, then add my last litrle thoughts at the end, st
before the conclusion., Scmetimes this works lespecially if [ anily
have one oOr two main ideas), but more aften 1 Put my strondest
ideas LAST, to drive my point home.

p. 1



o

Then, I write my conclusion, trving to sum up my tdea= and
coming up wWith an effective lasl 1lne. ONLY THEN 40 [ Write my
introduction, when I am sure of what I am going to say., This keeps
the essay fecused from the beginning to the end. I review my
reflections, locking for any missing links in my argument.  Any
paragraph which has only one sentence, I believe, 15 too short, and
should elither be married to the pearest relared pdrsgraph, or
expanded by twa or three more sentences, so that my idea ig clearly
expressad., By the way, you do not need to use footnates or lang
quotations -- just put the page nimber of the haok where vau  found
the information in brackets at the end of the sentence in yaur
paper.

Final HNoteg

Ferhaps the best way to make sure that your ideas are clearly
expressed is to ask someone you bErust, to read youlr ‘paper before
you hand in the final copy. If they are having trouble
understanding you, then 1 probably will, tao. You might hbe
surprised to know that every academic usually has what they have
Wwritten read ower by a friend or colleagpe (or two, or three!)
BEFORE they submit for publicaticn. They =alsa keep a dictionary
begide them when they write, and they make horrendous writing
errars when they are composing their Ffirsr drafts, They depend on
each other, amnd learn from esach othar as they write. So I hope we
can do the same in this —course,

Happy Reading, Reflecting and Writing!




