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L. Text: Bicrman & Aszall. The Critleal Thinking Hardbook, chs. 1-8,

II. Courne Tenilatlve So i

: Ch.1: "Linpguizsue Cormpanente of Arguments”. Basic rerminclogy which will
be employed during the course. Assignment. Be sure to carefully read sl the exerciges and be
prepared 1o answer them during the next class. A quiz is notl beyond the realm of possibility.

Ch.2, Part I "Elements ol Argumenis {pp 33-56(° What makes an argument work? Why are
gome pood and others not 0 good?  The firse part of the chapter summarizes (he Bagic
mgredients of Anatotelian logic, Assignment: Fay close amention to the exercizes 2 [-2.6. A
QUi now enters the realm of probakility.

Ch.2, Part II! “Elements of Arpuments (pp 56800, This s 6 broel tnored uction o formm] sentential
logic which iz the logic of computers. g usual, diligently peruse the remaining exercises.
Quizees will became commen by this Hme.

Feh.l.G: Ch.3: “Reconstrucung Arguments’. How can writcen and spokan arguments be anelyzed #
How are an argument s assumtions identified?  Assignment: Find o printed argument

sumewhere and anabyze it in the manner suggested 1n the chapter.  Again, the exercizes! A quiz
iz mate then sminent

Feb.8.13,15: Ch. 4; “Evaluation of ATquments’:  After reconstructing an argument, how may it be
critcized or supported? Assignment: Write a brief critical essay (S00-800 words) on a fopic af
your choice, following the suidelines in the chapter. Study for mid-term.

Feb 20 Mid-Term

Ch.5: "Common Erfars”, Here the comman “iocks of the trade” gre identified and
evaluatod

Ch.G, Part T “Inductive Arpuments PR, 1E3-200), Increductisn fu the mosi comemon form of
Argumentalion

Ch.6, Part H: “Inductive Arguments (PP 202337, Simtistical reasoning is the focus of this part
ol the chapter

Mar-19,15.20.22: Ch.7: 'Reconsiructing & Evalisating Inductive Arguments” Analyzing indyctve
argumeniz far clarity and strengih. Assipnment: Pay close attention to the exercises and there
will Tikely be an in-clasa assignmens

! Ch.8: "Common Errors in Inductive Ressoning’ . Considérs statistcal and other
fallacies. Assiznment: Bxercises. What would ¥ou conclude 3bout the probabilivy of a quiz on
the basis of previous classes?

Ifl. EVALUATION

Evaluation will be based on & varety of shart asgignments and quizzes. a mid-lerm and & final
BXAIm.

IV. MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION: The matructar may be reached at Grande Prairie Composite
High School during the day at $32-7721.* The home phone number is 532.0293

You may m-mail me ab:
dwhitlingigppsd.ab.ea OR dwhititelusplanet.net

I prefer thar you don't leave vouss mal o me:
LW huiling




