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Calendar Deseription

Elementary melhods and principles for analysing arguments will be covered. Topics may include
mformal fallacies, itroduction of scicatific method, elementary statistical reasoning, elementary
propesitional logic, rational decision procedures,

Content Description

The first, and shortes), section of the course will focus on identifving and deternuning the
relationships between premises and conclusions in ordinary language arguments, and an learning
some of the informal fallacies. The olher two sections of the course will examine the 1wo major
kinds of argument, deductive arguments and inductive arguments. We will focus on developing
[aolity m assessing the validity of syllogistic argument forms (deductive argiment farmas) and in
assessing arguments based on analogy, caussl connections and probabilistic reasoning (inductive
argument forms). The course requires some work on the online tutonal programme that
acconmpanies the texthook.

Texis
Cop, Irving M. and Cohen, Carl, ftrodurcion to Logic, 11" edition

Timeline
A detailed syllabus will be distributed on the first day of elasses,

Evaluation

= & problem gets (the one with the lowest score will be dropped ). ......ooiicoeieee S0%
e ey T ORI i T A S B 2 25%
* Final; togtistrar scheddiled, S mIRMLITL  coei i i tosin s oo s 11 asm 18 b ee i et e s 25%

Evaluation Policies

Late assignments will not be aecepted.  Extensions of assignment deadlines will be congidered
only in the case of significant extenuating circumstances. Students are expected 1o begin work on
assignments from the day they ure assigned and should not expect to be able 1o complete a
problem set the night before it1s due. Students requesting extensions may be asked to show
evidence of work done prior 1o requesting an extension, Requests for extensions will not be
considered on the day materials are due. Students i circumstances of extremie duress should
nolify the instructor as $oon as possible if they anticipate difficulty submitting their work on fime.



