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COURSE DESCRIPTION & ORBJECTIVES:

This course 15 designed 1 bring both traditionsl and modern
philosoghiical theories and methods 29 besr on  1he ENYironmenta]

1358uae of luday. The primary fTocus will he on oup relationship
to the envivronment: as 1% was in the past. a% 11 now is and a=z i1
iniphki b An the future. Environmenial problema such as

Follution, Overpopulatlion and resource exhaustion and aliocation

will bBe considered in  the light of their Ethical, Aezthelic and
Metaphysival ramifications.

Examinatiton of tha lopics cgovered will he through both e¢lose
texdiuai reading and persanal obseryatians as recorded in the Torm
of an Environmental Journal.

The oppertunity for an in depth ingquiry inte the very nature of
‘nature” iz unique; throogh this pProcess we wili come to
inderstiand the inherent diffieculty ino making sense of s topin
which 15 wordinarilsy taken far preniled. Philozophically delving
inia the problioms atiendent to Epvi-onmenial concerns will expose
dE all tn suel interesting lopics asa: the conflict BLelween self
and mihers, the Yimiis af objeriive knowiedge, the scope ol oy
matral reach, despair in the loss of things olher than eurseives
sna the attenuantion ol selfhood,

411though nature zserves as an exemplar for our moral conduct it is=
not appareni {hal its processes properly direct our behaviour.
sines it would appear that the 1] Lreatment of nature shows
roughly Lhe same foreces that act to corrode human relatlionships,
we might properly expect to lind moral imperatives greeting s
from fichind every Iree. Studep:is completing this course should
be able to evidence a high degree of understanding of the issues
Involved in & phllosophical study of the environmen! as well asg
an egualliy well developed senze of the diffieulty of resolution
of Ihe problems atiendent to these issues.

TEXTS: Collingwood, R.G. The ldesg Of ~atyre London: OxfTord
University Press, t872.
Evernden, ot Nat: 2 *H;
Enviroument Tornote: The Universily of Taronto Press, 10E35,
Kahal . Erazim. The Cmbers and the 5t - rhi hi

ingquiry Jlnlo the Moratl Sense nof watlure Chicago: The Unmiversjity aof




Chi¢ago Press, 17%4.

Leopald, Aldo. Land ¢ b Alm Xew  York:
Bazllantine, L9Tn.
MecKibbhen, William. [he Lod of Yature Yew York: TRandom

Hlouse, [0EG.

COLURSE REGQUITREMINTS « Twa  [iftcen hundred word {approximatels?
essays, each worth 25% of the Tinal wark. An ongoing
environmenial journal worth 15% of the final mark, and a thpep
hour sit down linal examination worth 33% of the final mark.

GRADING CRITERIA:

1. Though warks on essays are based primarily on
philosophical mepit, an gssay will be penalized foar errorcs in
composition since clairity and coherence are of the utmost
impariance ta  the exposition of a philosophical position.
toncelvably. an essay could receive a failing grade it it were
sufficiently pooriy writien.

2. Rewrite Policy: One rewrfite %ill he allowed cantingent
npon 1he orfginal paper heing submitted on 1ime. Bewrites will
e sudjec! to o demeril of onus stanine - thus the Maximum mack

for a rewrite wiil He a sianine grade of .

I Lata eossays will be docked pne stanine per day of
Iateness. Lnless extenuating ecircumstances are proven this
poiiey 15 Tinsl. Tsszars are due on the date specifiad in a given

azsigmnent .

4. Stwieniz showing steady progress throdghout 1he poprso
will be  given ihe bencfit of the doubt in the calcuiaiion of
Final grades - i¢. should ihere be a gquestion ol a grade falling
midway belween 1wo stanine possibilities, the progressive student
will receive the higher of the two.




