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FHILOSOPHY AND HEALTH CARE
Philosophy 3860

TmeFrviirFar: Tom Enders, PhD

DFfice, TC303
FPhone : L39-2094
E-mail; Endersdgprc.ab. ca

Prerequigite: None., No priar knowledge of medicine or ethiecs is
required. (Hot cpen to students with eredit in Phil 264 ]

This course provides & philcsophical examinarion of COnceprs
and issuves central to the knowledge and practice of health care.
Topics may include: private vwg, public health care EYSCems,
allocation of health ecare resources, rights and regponsibilities
of health care personnel and patientg, Passive and astive
suthanasia, abortion, reproductive technology, research and
experimentaticn, disclosure of diagnosis and risks, death and
gulfering.
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Stories in che news invelving people like Sue Redriguez, Tracy
and Robert Latimer, Dr. Jack Keverkian and Dr. Henry Moergentaler
help to focus cur attention an some of many difficult guestions
about health care, These are questions of Tight and wrong, good
and bad, and better and worse that sach of us is 1ikely to have to
deal with in our personal or professional lives or both.

The objective of this course iz to introduce you, the gtudent,
to basic philosophical concepts, theories and approaches te help
in understanding and thinking oritically about contreversial
igsues in health care., These issues are issues of institutionsal
and public policy, issues of professional ethics and igsues in
bioethies, The issues raige guestisns ahbout who has the right zo
decide, and the criteria which decizion-makers may wigh to use in
making ethical decisions.

This course should challenge you to think about

1. the purposzes of health care;

2. public and personal values and pricrities;

3. entitlement to make decisions abour starting, shaping
and ending lives;

4. the bases on which to make ethical decisionz: and

5. determinants of the wvalue of life.

When is a life no longer worth living, if ever? When does
human life gbtain value at the beginning of life? How expangive
18 the right te decide what to do with one's own body?  Why value
autonomy?  What should the doctor reveal? Which medical needs
should be met when not all nesds can be met? What is raquired of
people in various kinds of human relationships? These are just
some of the specific guestiens which arise from izsues co he dealt
with in this course,



Classroom sessions will be used for Presentation of Lkaey
cohgepts and ideas, debates, and discussions of challenging and
illugtrative casea, applying moral or ethiecal values and general
principles.

Reguired texts:

Eike-Henner W. Kluge, acdlq ' i i N g 2 .
Focug. Scarborough, Ontarioc: Prentice Hall Allyn & Bacon
Canada, 199%,

John Thomas & Wilfrid Waluchow, well and good. Peterborough,
Cntario: Broadwview Presg, 1998,

Course Requirements:
Very short paper, due Friday, 2 June {4:30} .,, 15%
First exam, Monday, 5 June .. .......eeeeon.,. - 25%
Second paper, due Monday, 12 June ............. 20%
Final exam, Thureday, 15 JUNE .y e vevenmnsonns 25%
Brief written report or presentation ........, B%
Attendance/participalbion ......cccveeoronas. .- LlO%

The purpese of sach of the two short papers will be to show
clear thinking about che issue vyou address, demonstrate
understanding of opposing wviews, and formulate and defend a
position of your own.

The brief written report or presentation will reguire you to
intraduce a case study to the class in order ro initiatce
discussicon. ¥You should note the relevant facts, the narure of the
sthical decisicn or dilemma, poszible sclutions, and, if ¥ou wiseh,
yeur solution.

Fropoged Topic Schedule

24, 25 May: I. Intrcduction. FPhilosephy. Ethics. General
guestions about health.

25, 22 May: I1. Public vs. private health care systems. Value
choleeg, Deciding what to include.

30 May: ITI. Ethical Theories... A concise introduction to
baszsics.
31 May: IW. Allecation of scarce medical resources: General
criteria. Specific cases. Futilicy.
1 June: V. Profeasional Bthiecs: Autonemy vs. paternaliam,
Doctor/nurse-patient relationships. ..
S June: VI. Consenk and the Compstent Batient.
5 June: VII. Consent, Children and "Incompetent® Patients
6.7 June: . VIII. End.of Life lzsues: Euthanssia. Assisted-

suicide. Advance directives. ..
8,12 June: IX. Abortien and related issues. Pre-natal SCYSENing.
Sex selection. Behavisur of pregnant women.
Invelvement of the father.
13,14 June: X. New Reproductive Technalogies, The Right to Have
Children. Arivificial Insemination. Surrogacy.
[If £ime] £1. Sterilization of the Mentally Handicapped
= QR - Genetice.



Readings
Topic I. Introduction. Fhilogophy, Ethics. @General Juestions
about health.

Thomas and Waluchow (T&W after this reference}, Introduction, pp,
1-104a).

Kluge, <Chapter 2, pp. 21-34 including Chapter introduction,
selections from WHO & Daniel Callzhap - The WHO Definition of
Health, pp. 25-34.

Cedes of Ethics (these may be referred to later ag well)

Chapter 19, *"Code of EBthics for Registered Nurses,” po. S17-24,
“Code of Ethics of the Canadian Medical hssociation. "™ pp. 514-17,

1I. Public wa. private health care systems. Value choires.
Peciding what te include: what ig "medically necessaryn?

¥luge, Ch. 3, pp. 48-75 which ineludes Canada Health Act,
Iglehart, "Canada's Health Care System Facea Its Problems, " pp.
56-69; Freedman & Bavlis, "Purpose & PFunctien inp Government - Funded
Health Coverage," pp. 6%-74.

III. Ethical Theories - including: Relativiem, Objectivism and

Liberalism. Law and Morality. Feligion and Morality,
Utilicarianism, Kant, Natural Law Theory, Natural Rights, Feminiasr
Theory... A coneise introduction to basics.

T&W, Introduction, pp. 1l0-59. Kluge, c¢h. 1, pp. 4-7, 10-11

(Feminist Ethics)

b Allocation of scarce medicsal regourceg: Macro and micro-
allocation., Oeneral criteria. Specific cases. Fubility.

Case 5.1 "Dialysie Machine Shortages" [Note: cases identified by
number are to be found in the boaok by Thomas & Waluchow, |

Case 7.2 "Did Family Instability Warrant Non-Treatment of Baby
Jesge”

Cage 7.3 "A Jarvik-7 Heart"

Kluge, chapter 4, pp. 76-77; Mckneally et al., "Resource
Allocation, ™ pp. 11%-21: Moss & Siegler, '"Should Alcoholics
Compete Equally for Liver Transplantation?* pp. 106-15; Trucg et
al., "The Problem with Putilicy, " pp. 121-30.

Cagse 12.% "To Resuscitate or Not to Regugcitate"

Case 12:14 "Queue-Jumping in the OR®

V. Frofessional Ethics: Autconomy wvs. paternalism. Models of
doctor/nurse-patient relationships. Patients' rights and
regponsibilivies.

Case 12.12 "'Please Don't Tell My Husband,..'®
Case 12.4 "Should Patients Be Informed of Remote Risks?v
Kluge, Chapter 5. Includes- Intro., Storch, "Maoral Relationships




Between MNurse & Client," pp  145-53; Childress & Siegler,
"Metaphore & Models of Dr.-Patient Relaticmships,® Pp. 133-44.

V1. Consent and the Competent Patient.

In Kluge:

Royal College of Physicians & Surgeons, "Informed Consent," PO,
166-8; Benjamin Freedman, "A Moral Theory of Consent," FD: 169-78.
Case 1.1 "When Physicians and Family Disagree®

VII. Consent, Children and "Incompetent® Patients.

In Kluge, C. Harrison et al., "Involving Children in Medical
Decigiona," pp. 195-959.

Case £.& "Religious Conflict Over a Life-Baving Bloaod
Transfusion.”

Case 5.2 P"Research Involving Alzheimer Patientsg®

Cage 6.1 '"Non-Comsensual Electro-Convlusive Shock Therapy!

Case 12,2 "Stephen Dawson®

In Kluge, "Re: 8.D." (Stephen Dawson), Pp. 183-87; BE-H Kluge,
"After 'Eve': Whither Proxy Decision Making?®

Case 6.2 "Miecontinuing Forced Feeding of Anorexia Nervosa
Patient’

VIII. End of Life Issues: Voluntary euthanasia and Assisted-
Suicide. Ac¢tive ve. Paseive Euthanasia, Advance Directives.
Nenvoluntary Euthanasia, "Defective newborns." Disconnecting
life support.

Kluge, Chapter 14, pp. 363-82, 400-404. Intro. Rachels, "Active
& Passive Euthanasia," pp. 372-76. Richard Doerflinger, "Assisted
Suicide: Pro-Choice or Anti-Life, " PPp. 377-83. CMA, “Joinc
Statement o©on Resuscitative Interventionsg," PE. 400-403.
"Rodriguez v. British Columbia,” pp. 366-72. .

Also in Kluge: ®"Malecte v. Shulman," pp. 201-211; Universicy of
Toronte Bicethice Centre, “Advance Directives: Are They an
Advance?" pp 211-21.

Cagse 12.10 "CPR & & Nurse's Regponsibilicy (1)=

Case 12.11 V"CPFR & a Nursze'm Responsibilicy (2)=

Cage 12.13 "'Don't Start the Respirator'®

Cage 8.1 "'Don't Let My Mother Die'"/Case 8.2 "'Plaage Let Me
Die'® ;

Case 8.3 “"Sue Rodriquez: 'Please Help Me to Die'®

Cage 8.4 *Tracy & Fobert Latimer: 'It Was Right to Kill My
Daughter'*

Case 10.1 _“Anencephalic Infants as Donors®

In Kluge, "R. v. Kitching and Adams, " pp. 101-¢

iX. Abortion and related beginning of life igsues. "Liberal,*
‘conservative," “moderate” and feminisr views. Pre-natal
screening. Sex gelection. Behaviour of pregnant women.

Invovliement of the father.

In Kluge:
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CMA, Committee on Ethics, "The Status of the ‘Human Foetus," pp.
288-300; L.W. Sumner; "Toward a Credible View of Abortion," pp.
347-61; °"R. v. Morgenmtaler," pp. 320-33; Susan Sherwin, "Abertion
Through a Feminigt Rthice Lens,™ pp. 347-61,

T&W, Case 2.1 "When a Couple Disagree Over Abortion!

Case 2.2  "The Role of Chantal Daigle's Boyfriend"

Case 2.3 '"Protecting an 'Unborn Child': The Case of Mg, Q.o

Case 3.1 “Should Fetuses with 'Milder' Defects be Aborted?®

Cage 10.2 "Fetal Tisgue Transplantation®

Casa 12.7 "Failed Contraception, Genetic Defect, & Parental
Conflict®

Case 12.8 "Sex Selection for Non-Medical Reasons"

Case 12.3 "Qught We to Save Mother or Child?

4. New Reproductive Technologies. The Eight to Have Children.
Aritificial Insemination. Surrogacy.

In Kluge: CMA, "The Right to Have Children, ® PP. 407-14; Christine
Overall, "Access to In Vitro Fertilization," pp. 421-34; Chapter
16, ALL (pp. 445-67), includes: Hoyal Commisgsion, "Infertility
Treatments," pp. 446-3, "The Retrieval & Use of Human Ova." pp.
448-31, "Freconception Arrangements, " Pp. 451-3; CMA, "SBurrogate &
estational Motherhood,” pp. 453-8; Nangoy Jecker, "Coniceiving a
Child to Save a Child," pp. 458-§7.

Case 4.1 “Difficulties With Therapuetic Donor Ingsemination"

Cage 4.2 "The Legality & Morality of Surrogate Motherhood®

XI. Sterilization of ths Mentally Handicapped - or - Gepetics.

In Kluge, from Chapter 15, 3 readings {Suprems Court of Canada
[Eve cage], Kluge, Gillon) - or, for Genetice, Kluge, Chapters 17
& 18

Supplemental Beadipos from the texts:

Topioc IX.
In Kluge, Nelson & Drought, "Justice & the Moral Acceptability of
Rationing Health Care: The Oregon Experiment,® pp. 78-91.

Topic IV.
Case %.2 "Budger Cutting..."

Topic V (w.r.t. paternalism),
In Kluge, Freedman et al., "Nenvalidated Therapies & HIV Diseage, '
Pp. 91-103.

Topic VIII.

Case 3.2 "Should Treatment be Withheld from Patients With Severe
Mental Disabilities?®

Case 8.5 "The Brain Dead as Teathing Materiasls® _
In Kluge, R. Puccetti, "Does Anyone Survive Neoorotical Death?d
Pp. 306-18, especially III. "rhe Diagnostic Problem® “and TV,
"Seeds of Doubt;" pp. 314-315; i el

iR i ’ e Tl g R
154 - et s bl b



