Grande Prairie Regional College 4 %
PHILOSOPHY AND HEALTH CARE
Philosophy 3860

bt ATES Sty 2000
Instructor: Tom Enders, PhD
OfMice: C303
Phone: 539-2006
E-mail: enders @ gpre.ab.ea
Office Hours: TBA

Prerequisite: None. No prior knowledge of medicine or ethics is reguired.
Not open to students with credit in Phil 264,
Course Desceriplion:

A philasophical examination of concepts and issues central to the knowledge and practice
of health care, Topies may include. provision and allocation of health care resources, rights and
responsibilities of patients and health care personnel, passive and active euthanasia. ahortion,
research and experimentation, disclosure of diagnosis and risks, death and su Tering,

Overview and Objectives:

Stories in the pews involving people like Sue Rodriguez, Tracy and Robert Latimer, Dr.,
Tack Kevarkian and Dr, Henry Morgemaler help to focus our attention on some of many difticuli
questions aboul health care. These are questions of right and wrong, good and bad, and beter

and warse that each of us are likely to have 1o deal with in our personal or prafessional lives or
beisth.

The ohjective of this course is to introduce the student to basic philusophical coneepts,
theories and approaches to belp the student understand and think critically about controversial
issues in healih care, These issues are 1ssues of insritutional and public policy, issues of
professional ethics and issues in bioethics, They should challenge the student to think about:
| public obligations and priorities: . the purposes of health care: 3. entitlement to make
decisions about starting, shaping and ending lives: 4. the bases on which to make ethicsl
decisions: and 5. determinants of the value of hife.

When is a life no longer warth living, if ever? When does human life obtain value at the
beginning of life? How expansive is the righ! to decide what to do with one's awn hody? Why
vadue autonomy? What should the dector reveal? How far does confidentiality extend?  Whose
medical neads should be met when not all needs can be met? These are just some of the
questions 10 address in consideration of issues to be dealt with in this course.
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Classcoom sessions will be used tor presentation of Key concepts and 1deas, and
discussion of challenging and Ulustrative cases as well us general principles

A web site will provide a glossary, supplementary information about aw in Canada and
elsewhere, and other information,

Each student will be required w write two short essays. The purpose of each paper will
be to show clear thinking aboul the issue addressed, demonstrate understanding of opposing
views, and formulate and defend a position of his or her own.

In the Inter-session there will be an exam after Section 11 as well as a final exam.
Required texts: To be determined. (See end of outline for short hst.)
Tentative Topic Schedule:

L. Policy dssues - including issues such as: What is health? What is "medically necessary”
health care - that should be publicly funded? Is there a right to health care? Allocation of
scarce medical resources. Possibly other issues of macro- and micro-level allocation.

L1. fssuex of Professional Ethics - including: Models of the doctor-patient relati onship,
Paternalism, Autonemy and individual liberty. Disclosure and informed consent,
Frivacy and confidentiality.

HI.  Ethical Theories - including: Religion and Morality, Relativism, Utilitarianism, Nutural
Law Theory, Natural Rights, an Ethic of Care... A concise intraduction ta the basjes,

IY.  Physician-Assisted Suicide and Exthanasia - including: Definitlon of Death Advance
Directives. Assisted-suicide. Non-voluntary Euthanasia. Aclive Euthanasia

Y. Abartion and Pre-natal Issaes - including issues such as: Personhood, Sex selection,
Genetic counselling. Obligations of pregnant women, Feminist perspectives,

¥1.  Research, Experimentation and Technology - possibly meluding |ssues such as:
surrogacy. Reproductive Technelogy, Experimentation using fetal tissue,
Expenmenliastion using animals.

Note: Section L will set the context for consideration of topics in the following sections, Section
1T will acdress, among other things, the question of who has the right to decide. Section 11T will
present theorelical perspectives oo the criteris (o use in making ethical decisions, Sections IV, V
and V1 will deal will issues that raise questions both about who is to decide, and the basis or
hases on which 1o muke decisions.
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Texts Under Consideration:

One of the following three Canadian texis to be sefected es the main foxi:

- Kluge, Eike-Henner. Readings in Bivmedical Ethics: A Capadian Focus, 2 edition.
Scarborough, Ontano: Frentice Hall Allyn & Bacon Canada, | 999,

- Bayhs, Trancorse; Jocelyn Downie, Benjamin Freidman, Barry Hoflmaster and Susan
Sherwin. Heulth Care Ethics in Canada, Toronto: Harcourt Brace, 1995

- [iekens, Bernard: Joha Williams and David Roy, Bicethics in Canada, Scarborough,
Omntarwy: Prentice Hall, 1997,

Clae af the following i e sapolemens the main text)

- Thomas, John E and Willrid |, Waluchow. Well & Good, 3" edition, Peterborough,
Untarcicr: Broadview Press, 1998,

- Levine, Carol. Taking Sides: Clashing Views on Controversial Biethica) [ssues, 8
edition, Guilford, Connecticur; Dushkin/MeGraw-Hill, 1999

X Veatch, Robert. Busics of Bigethics, Upper Saddle River. New Jersey: Prentice Hall.
2000.
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