Introduction to Government and Politics 1000

Y 1994-95 MwWF 1:00- 1350 Instructor: Peter Blaikie

This course introduces students to major political ideas and
concepts involved in the study of political science.
Objectives: The objectives of this course include:

l. ap understanding of key concepts and theories of
political science;

2. a basic understanding of the structure and operation of
the Capadian and American political systems;

3. an ability, by the end of the course, to discuss and
analyze political issues and events with some confidence.

Grading iz based on the 9 point system.

Ist mid-term exam: 15%

Christmas Exam: 25%

2nd mid-term exam: 15%

ind term paper (about 10 pages double-spaced, typed): 15%

Final exam: 30%

Reguired texts:

An Introduction to Government and Politics{4th ed.) Dickerson and
Flanagan (DF}

Introductory Readings in Government and Politics (3rd ad. )
Dickerson, Flanagan and Hevitte {DFH)

The Canadian Polity (3rd ed.) Ronald Landes (L)

Readings:

1. The Tdea of Politics and Political Science
D¥-introduction and ch. 1. DFN ch. l1, L ¢h. 1




2. Power and the State
BF-th 2[4r13' DEFM “:h-l E"S; L-ch- 2

3. Copotitutionalizm and the Rule ul Law
DF- c¢h.6-7, DFN-ch. &

4. Liberalism and Liberal Demccracy

5. Conservatism
DF=-ch. 11, DFN=-ch.l0

6. Soclalism and Fascism
DF-ch. 12, 18-19%, DF¥-ch. 11-12

7. Conservatism, Liberalism and Scoialism in Canada
DFN-ch. 14-16

B. Pluralism and Elitism
DF-':hi 1? r ]:IFI']-L'I'I « 17

%. Parliamentary and Presidential Systems
DF'Ch- 2':'; DFI‘T—:‘_!h.. 2]

1d.Federalism
DEF=0ch. 21,- DFH'G"I.- 22-23; L-Ch- 3

11.The Constitotion Act, 1982 and Meech TLake Accord {1987)
L-ch. 14, L-appendices, DF-appendices A and B

12.Political Culture
DF-[:hl- 22-23; DFH-Eh--24, L- 'l:-‘l'i. B‘.lz

l3.Interest Groups
DP-ch. 24, DFH-ch. 25, L-ch. 13

14.Political Parties and Elections
DF"'"‘:]-I! 25;2?; DFH""'Eh-p 2&;2?; L_L':h- 9-11

15.Bxacutkiva
DF-‘Ehl 29; DFH_":hl- 29, meh- 4




I16. Bureaucracy
DF-ch. 20, DFH=-ch. 30, L-ch. 5

17. Deyislalive
DF-ch. 28, DFH-ch. 28, L-ch. 6

18. Judiciary
DF-ch. 31. DFN-ch. 31, L-ch. 7

19. Introduction to International Relations
readings TBA



