GRANDE PRAIRIE REGIONAL COLLEGE

POLITICAL SCIENGE 1000 [UT (6)]

INTRODUCTION TO GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS

~|I' 1995 - 1806

Instructor; Scott McAlpine
QH: TEA
Office: C312

EBRIEF COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course Is designed to introduce the first year or beginning student to the study of
palitics and govemment and to the study of policy issues from a political perspective with
primary emphasis on Canada and other democratic countries.  Topics studied includa
poltical ideclogies, constitutions, federalism, law and the courts, civil liberties, publlc
apinion, elections, etc. Specific issues addressad will include the enviranmant, the growth

M, W, F 13:00 - 13:50

Tal, 539-2932 (office)
432-8720 (home)
FAX:

E-MAIL:mcalpine@ gpre.ab.ca

of govemment, Quebec and other matters of ongaing concem,

(Given that *a day is a long time in politics® and given e political agenda for 1995-98 (the
Quebec referendum, the presidential primaries, continued turmoil in the middle-gast, stc.)
some deviation from the readings & anticipated Swdents ars expected fo keep
reazonably up to date on major events and 1o be prepared to discuss such svents in

class.
OBJECTIVES

The objectives of this course ars

| to gain basic understanding of concapts, terms, and major thaores in political

sriance.

2. o gain an understanding of the structure and operation of the Canadian and other

"democratic” political systems in a comparative framework.
3. to apply pofiical analysis to contemnporary Issues and debates.,

EREREQUISITE Nl
COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Grades for each component will be recorded In percentages.

Quizzes

Library Assignment 1
First Term Paper
Christmas Examination
Library Assignment 2
Second Term Paper
Final Examination

15%
5%

15%
20%
5%

15%
25%

10 quizzes, (approx.) dates TBA
Due October &, 1995

Due November 17, 1595

Exam Weak

Due February 2, 1996

Due March 18, 1996

Exam week
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