GRANDE PRAIRIE REGIONAL COLLEGE

Political Science 1000
INTRODUCTION TO GOVERMMENT AND POLITICS

University Trangsier
Septembar 200§ - April 200%

Instructor: Top Enders, FPhD Room:

Office: €303 Time: -T; Th: 4=5:20
Telephone: 539=-230946

e-mail : enders&gprc.ab.ca

Qffice hours: (fall term)

Mary, o o Thurs, Z:o0=3%310
Colledge Calerndar ooqiyse daE.—-vjptjﬂn:

This: course provides an introduction to the inatituticong,
processes: and problems of policics emphasizing Canadian and other
democratic: govermments and including a discussion of power and
influence,; ideclogies, democracy, constitutions, federalism, civil
liberties, public opinicn, voting behavicur, political parties and
interest. groups. Recommended but not required for all senior
political Bcience courses.

How differently do people with different ideclogical
pargpectives  ses tha political world? Why do Iiberals,
socialists, conservatives, populists and others ses the world as
they 4o? How dees government work? ‘What is the best form of
government ? How do news media affect peoplets percepticns of
pelitics?

We will addrese these and other questions befors turning our
attention to lssues of nationhood. Hew can and should aspirations
of aboriginal pecples, Quebecois, Palestinians, Israelis and
others be fulfilled?

The final part of the courge will deal with internaticnal

izsues such as immigration, humanitarian interventicn, glchal
warming, and Morld Trade

»

This course is designed to introduce you to the discipline of
Political Science and some pf ite areas of study. It is inrended
to provide vou with a basic knowledge of key ideas and concepts,
and familiarize you with institutioms and pelitical procesases. It
should encourage you to think about a number of issuss clearly and
reflectivaly. It should alsoc encourage you to appreciate the
value of & spirit of ingquiry into the political world around us.

PLEASE NOTE: Detaile of this courge outline are subject to charige.
Any changes will be announced in class.
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Eequired texts:

1. Mark Dickerson & Thomas Flanagan, An Introduction to Soveroment

-and Politice: A Conceptual Anproach. Scarborough; Ontario:
ITFE MNelasn, “1995.,

2.-Political Science 1000 course package.
3. To be announced,

Topics

I. Introduction.

A. ' What'is politicg?

B. What is Political Science? Related employment cppportunitiss.

IT. Politiecal Ideologias
L, Political Ideologies

B. Likeralism

., Conservatism

D, Socialism and Communilsm
E. Bnarchism

F. Populism

. Feminism

H. Postmodernism

ITI. Institutioms and Political Processes
Palicical Culcurs

Parliamentary ve. presidential svstems
Execlutives

Burequcracles

Leglialatures or Representative Assemblises
Courtes and Rights

Political parties

Interest or Pressire groups

Elections and Electoral systems

Local governments

CEm R

4
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. Democratic and other forme of Govermment
Classifications of government

Demooracy. Demooratic constitutions. Direct Democracy.
. Buthoritarianism and Totalitarianism

National Security Agencies

News Media

+

¥
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Note: Sections V & VI are subject to change depending upen
book selection.



V. Accommodating ethnic ‘and national idemntities and aspirations

A. Sovereignty and sovereignty options - unitary, federal and
confederal arrangements

B. Nationalism and national salf-decerminstion.

C. Cage studies: Ahoriginal pecples. QOuebecois. Israselis and
Paleatiniang. OLhers:

VW1. Internatiocnal political imssues

A. Immigration: Immigrants and Refugees

B. Human Rights: Humanitarian Intervention. Internaticonal
Criminal Court. 'Sanotions,

C. Peacekeeping

D. Slebal Warming and rthe natural snvironment

E. FPree Trade and World Trade

EBANINGS

SEF Intrndu:tian‘
A. What is politics?
S T

B, What 1% Political Science? Related embloyment opportunities,
- D&F, ch. 1
- James John Guy, "What is Political Scilsnece?" pp. 47-63, 67-74

II. Political Ideologies
A. Political Tdeologies

= DER, chi. 10

B. Liberalism

— D&Pr chr 11

. Comoervariam

= &R, ehi 12

D. Socialism and Commuinism

- DEF, ek, 13

E. Anarchism qﬁ”
F. Populism s,

- Roger Gibbins and Loleen Youngman, with T.H. Kamens, "Populism:
Ideclegy or Methodology?" pp. 1596-201

G. Faminiam

- D&F, ch. 15, pp. 183-95

- Linda Trimble, "The Politice of Famindsm: An Tntroduction,”®
PoL BE-=103

H. Fostmoderriam
- TRA




IIT. Imstitutions and Political DProcesses

A

B

L |

L]

Folitical Culture--
DEF, ch. 23

Parliamentary vs. presidential systenms
DEF; ch. ‘21

. EXecutriwves
DeE, ch. 30

Bureavcracies
D&F, ch. 31

Legaslatures or Representative Rssemblies
D&F, ch, 29

Courts and Rights
D&F; ch. 32
F.L: Morton, ™Courte," pp, 342-59

. Political parties
P2 el o ¢ T

Interest or Pressure groups
D&F, ch. 25

Elections and Electoral systems
D&F, c¢h. 28

Local governmsnts

C. Richard Tindal, A Citi-en's Guide o Goverrment, pp. 25-9,
173-84; “L8E-01,

IV. Democratic and other forms of Government

A

E.

]

=

. Classifications of government
D&F, ch. d and ch. 17

Democracy. Democratic constitutions, Ditrect Democracy.
DaF, o, =18

Charlton & Barker, Isaue 1B, "Do Referendums Envich Dempcracy?”
pp. 407=-27

. Aunthoricarianiam and Totaslitarisnism
DEF, ¢h. 19 & 20

. National Security Agencies

keqg Whitaker: "Security and Intelligence in a Cold Climate, "
Ep. 40%9-41

. Newes Mediz
Neil Postman, "The Pesk-a-Boo World," pp. 64-80



- Robert Hackett, "News Media's Influence on Canadian Party
Politica, ! pp. 3BIZLT o7 ] i

Note: Sections V & Vi‘are-subject: to change depending upon
boock selection. v

V. Accommodating ethnic and national identities and aspirations
A. Soverelgnty and sovereignby options - upitary, federal and
confederal arrangements

BEE, . &h.-Band ch. 22

B. MNatisnalism and naticnal self-determinaticn.
P&F,¢h. 6, pp. 48-55 and ch. 14

0. Cage studies: Aboriginal peoples. Quebecois. Israslis and
Palestiniang.  Others.

- -Robert- &' ‘Doreen Jackscrn, "Nationalism and Regional:iam:
Duebsc..." pp. 224-48 . Y

ovide Mercredi & Mary Ellen Turpel, "Belf-Oovernment as a Way to

Heal "™ pp. 107-31

L]

VI. International peolitical issues

A. Tmmigration: Immigrants and Refugees

- Andrew Coyne & G.E. Dirka; "Should States Pursue an: Open Border
Policy toward Migrants?' . pp. 453-78

B. Human Rights: Humanitarian Intervention. Internatienal
Criminal Court. Sanctions,
— TBh-

C. Peacekeeping
- "TBh

Global Warming and the natural environment
=Dl ot Loic Ny - Teaesd
- THA

Free Tradé®and World Trade
- ‘THH




