G E TONAL COLLEGE

POLITICAL SCIEMCE 1030

"MODERN FOLITICRL ISSUES™

Fall, 15%2 H W F 1500=15580
Instructor: 8. A. McAlpine Officea: Q4248
0ffice Hours: TBA Tal: 539=2982
Course ipt ]

This course is an introducticn to the nature of law, the setate, and
citizenship with application ta some contemporary controversies in
politics drawing in particular en Canada's current political issues
(eg. abortion, native rights, economic justice, environmentalism,
and constituticonal reform).

Beginning with the fundamental principles of liberal demecratc
citizenship, these principles will be examined with referapca ro
tha nature of law, fundamental rights, censtitutionalism, and a
brief survey of Canada' basic institutisns of government. The
second section of the course applies these principles to severa!
specific issues of importance to Canadians including native selr-
government, eccnomic and social justice, abortion, capital
punishment, pornography and freedom of the press. Section I1:
expands the topics and principles dealt with in sections I ard 17
ta a more global dimension and topics covered here include the
nature of international law, terrorism, internaticnal human rights
and environmentalism, Students are expected to keep up to date on
current events since these will be discussed in the context of the
course.

1. Te gain a sound theoretical understanding of the nature
of law, democracy, and rights.

2. To be able to apply the above principles to contemporary
political controversies in Canada and elsewhere.

i " 4

There i= no pre-requisite far this coursa but this course is
designed for students who want a single junior level course about
politics. Students who intend to major in political science are
advised to take Political Science 1000 {a full year introductory
cour=sa).
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