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We cannot safely leave politics to politicians. ..
Henry Gecrge, American economist &k reformer 1238-97
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Thie is an introduction to conbtemporary polatical issue= and
events, Topica vary but include matters of contemporary national
and intermnational concern such 22 the Quabac Question, Rights and
Environmental ism. It is not intended for students majoring in
political sc¢ience. Nob gpen to students whoe have pr are taking
PO 1404,

What is terrgrism all about? What is the best response to 1e?
What sghould be done to prevent ratastrophlic donsegquences of glokal
warming:? Is a greater role for the private sector the solution o
problema facing Canada's health agare system? I8 tha griminal
justice gyatem too lenient with wvoung offenders, =ven now? Isg
affirmative artion ever the beat gvailable oprtion? These are somes
of the political issues which we will examine in this course.

In addition, we will also conslder some key poalitical gongoephs
and themes which remain important as issues change. Thesze inelude
polictice, law, indiavidual libsrty, righrs, democracy, and
federali=m.

The course will also present the instituticonal arrangements of
Canadian and American government,

Key gueésticons ain this course indlude: Whe has political power?
When are the choices, rights and interesta of individuals
justifiably ocwverriddsan in the name of rthe common good?

Courss chiestives:

1. to carefully examine differant political issues - by looking
at the nature of the igsues and oppoaing paints of view

2. te introduce you ko gome key political concepts, inscitutiopal
arrangements, and perennial gquestions
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Baguived fTexts:
1. Politival Science 1030 course packags.
2. Readings ta be accessed through WeboT.

TOPICS AND DATES
(*** Subdject to revision *r*)
I. Intreoducticn,
4 Seprt. A, What is politics? Law and Politice. Moralicy

and Politics., Political resources.

11. International Isgues.

1l Sept. A. Terrorism. What is ig? Who are the terrorists?
Regponges Lo Lerrorism.,

1l Sept. E. Global warming and the environment. The Kyotg
Accord. Alternative energy Scurces, The 2lberta
Jovernment

25 Sept. C. Obligations of the rich nations of the North.

11T, Iristituticms and Issues.

Z Ock. &. Demoeragy. Tz i% the highest virtue of political
insatituticnse?

2 & 9 Qct. B, Parliamentary vs. Presidential Sysrems.

1l Dot *xx MIDTERM EXAM =%w

16 & 23 Oct. C. Federaliem and the future of healch care.

30 oo, (v The Charter of Rights. Decisions and
controversise.

& HNow. E. Punishment and youth Justice, Purposeas  of
zentencing. Eestorative justice, New
legiglab ten.

13 Hov, F. &ffirmative Action - and women, sboriginals,
vigible minorities, disabled persons... and

foothall players and musicians and more.

IV. Individual Liberty and Related Issuas

20 Mow. &, John Stuarve Mill.

20 HNov. B. Decriminalization of (Medleal) Marijuana and other
drugs.

Z7 Nov_. C. BEuthanasia and assisted-suleoide.

V. Obligation to obey the law.
4 [eoambetr

List ©f readings follews on the next page.




EEADRINGE
(Wore: CP = from Course Package., WCOT = from WebCT)

Iy Tulrwduction.

A. What is pelitics? Political resources.

- {CPy Mark Dickergon & Thomas Flanagan, "Politics: Gathering
Support, " in An Introduction to Government & Politics-
& _Conceptual Approach, Eth editicn, Scarborough, Ont.
Nelson, 1958, pp. 16-17,

- (P} Charles Andrain, "Types of Pulltical Rescurces..." in

EﬂllL‘EﬂlwLlfﬂ_ﬂﬂﬂ_ﬁﬂﬂlﬂl_LhﬂﬂgE, 2nd editicon. Eelmmﬂt,

California; Wadsworth, 1975, pp. 22-141.

IT. International Issuess.
A, Terrorism. What is it? Who are the terrorists? Reaponses to
terrori=m.
{CP} Btamsfield Turner, "10 Steps Agelnet Terror,® from
Bernard Schechterman and Martin Slann, =diters, Aonual
Editicog: Vislenors o Terrcrism, 3rxrd edition. Suilfaxd,
Connecticut; Dushkin, 1553
(WCT] "Prentiece Hall Authors Speak Out: September 11 and
Beyond, "
www , prenhall  com/phauthorsspeakout. Selectsd articles.
Uze "jump to" te find articles.
(WCT) Noam Chomsky, Selected interviewa.
www.monkeyfist _com/ChomskyArchive/interviews

BE. Global warming and the epvironment, The FKyoto Rocord.
Alternative energy sources. The Alberta government.

(CP) Ross Gelbspan, "Climate Change is Here. HNow," pp. 148-58,

(CP) Brian Tucker, "Science Friction: The Pelitics of Cleobal
Warming, " pp. 157=-67.

Both readings are from James Harf and Mark Lombardi, edicors,

Taking Sides: Claghing Views on Controversig] Global Tssues.

Guilford, Comnegticut: Molraw-Hill Dushkin, 2001,

{WCT) "Savlngs in the ensrgy account," Eanaﬂa_auﬂ_hh&_mnzld
Bagkgrounder, March 2000, pp. 24-27

{WCT) Brian Beroman, "The cost of Eyoto: How far are Canadians
willing to go to help prevent global warming?®
Maclean's {Toronto edition). 18 March 2002, p. 38.

C. Cbhligations of the rich naticns of the ¥North.
(CF) Garrett Hardin, "Living on & Lifeboat," from Thomas Mappes

and Jane Zembaty, editors, Social Erhics: Mo

Social Bglicy, 4th edition. HNew York: McGraw-Hill, 19392,
pp. 313-20.

- |CP) Peter Singey, “Rich and Poor," from Johm Ramsge & John
Bean, editors, Writing avguments: A Rhetoric With Readings.

Boaton: Allyn & Bagon, 1995, pp. 504-13.
(CP; Robert Van Wyk, "Perspectives on World Hunger and the
Extent of Our Positive Duties," from Barbara Maciinnon,

editor, Ethics: Theoyy £ Contemporary Iesussg. Belimont,




California: Wadsworth, 1295, pp. 426-33.

Eecommendsd :

- IWCT) United Nations, "&tate and Progregss of Human
Developnrsnl,,
ch, 1 of Human Tew B 2
wWww  undp. org/hdrzonz/

II71. Imetitutions and Igsues.

&, Democoracy. Is it the highest vittue of political instirurions?

- (CP} Paul Johnston & Tom Pocklington, "Democracy and
Rapresentative Government," from Tom Peocklington, editor,
Eepresentative Sovernment: An Introduction te Polirios and
Government. Toronto: Harcourt Brace Canada, 19%%4, pp. 2-15.

%, Parliamentary ve. Presidential Systemas.

- (CF} Mark Dickerson & Thomas Flanagan, “Parliamentary and
Presidential Systems," in An Totroduction ro (Jovernment

and Polivics, £th edicion. Searbeorough, Ontb.: Nelson,

2002, pp. 327-44, 346-7, 350-6.

¢, Tederalism and the futurs of health care.

- (CP} C. Richard Tindal, "The Unravelling Sccial Safsty Net, =
in E_Eillzﬂn_ﬂ_ﬁulﬂﬂ_Lﬂ_GﬂI&IHMEnL 2nd edition.

Toronto: MoGraw-Hill Ryeraon, 2002, pp, 2B4-872,

- [CF] ¥ewin Tafr, *“The Special Ccage of Health Care, ™ in
EhIhddlDEiLhﬂ_EthlE_lﬂ_EIEEL*_Eﬂlpﬂ_ﬂlﬂiﬂ_ﬁ_zaﬁiﬂﬂxh_ﬂf
One-Party Sovernment. Edmonton: University of
Alberta Pres= & Parkland Institute, 1597, pp. 23-

- [CF)] Dr. David Gratzer, Eﬂﬂﬂ_ﬂlﬂﬂ‘_EEEiI.ng_ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ_ﬁ_ﬁﬂalth
Care Syaten. Toronto: ECW Press, 159%, pp. 167-87, 192-4.

D. The Charter of Righte. Decisions and controversies.
{WCT) The Charter of Rights
- {CP} Globe & Maill, "Huu the Charter changes Justice, " from

1

L Gian Policties, 3rd edirvlon,
Mahler, editer. Guilford, Connecticut: Dushkin, 1997,
L RE=E
- (CP]1 Al Strachan, Globe & Mail, "The hidden opbosition," and
"The 'Court FParty' im practice," from Mahler, editer,

Annual Editiens, Canadian Poditieg, 3rd edition, pp. 46-7
Hand  [nyck, Chanadian  Politics: Concige edition.
Scarborough, Ont.: Nelson, 1%%3, pp. 211-13, 2135-21.
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Eecommendsd:
- {WCT) Supreme Court of Canada decizicns.
www . lexum . umentreal .cafcso-sac/en/

E. Punishment and youth justice. Purposes of sentencing.
Restorative justiee, HNew legislation.
- TBh

- [WCT} "Bad rap..." Canada ang the World Backoreunder.

Pecamber 2003,




F. Affirmative Action - and women, aboriginals, visible
minorities, disabled persone... and football players and
musicians and more.
= (CP) Jach Ruberls, *"Ho - Employmentc Egquirty - unfair" lrom
Mark Charlton & Paul Barker, editers, Orosscurrents=:
Cﬂnhﬂmpnrarx_.ﬂliLl:al_4ssu*ﬂ, ird edition. Scarborgugh,
Ont.: Nelson, 1%38, pp. 532-41,

- {CF) L.W. Sumner, "Positive Sexism," from Wesley Cragg &

Christine Keggel, editors. Contemporary Moral Tzsies,
4th adition. Toronto: MeGraw-Hill Ryersen, 1997,
Dp. 33Z-5.

IV, Individual Liberty and Related Iesues

A. John 3tuart Mill.

- |CP) John Stuart Mill, "Cm Libertv" (gelectiona}l fiom
Johm Arthur, ndltnr, Morality and Moral Controversies,
Eth edition. Upper Saddle River, New Jereéy: Prentice-
Hall, 19%9, pp. 324-31,

B. Decriminalization of |[Medical) Marijuana and otcher Axrugs .
- (CP} David Boaz, "A Drug-Free America - or a Pree America?®
FR. lO8-85 and
David Courtwright, "Should We Legalize Drugs? Ho, "
pp. 126-204 and
*Postscript,” p. 205, all from
Stephen Satyis, editor, Taking Sides=: Claghing Visws on
Controveraial Moral Isewes, 8th edition. OGuilford,
Commecticut: McGraw-Hill Dushkin, 2002
{MCT} Nancy Bellingham, "Is Mary Jane really badz-
anadi = ches. July-August 2001, pp 28-348.

Recommendead:

- \WCT) Becott Reid, "Should We Bpd Prohibition®" pp. 6-12, and
Chrisrapher Manfredi, "Liberal Morality and the Myths
af Drug Criminalizscion," pp. 14-17.
Both from Policy Opticns, Octeber 2001. www.lrpp.org.

¢, Buthanasia and sgsisted-suicide.
- (CPy James FHRachels, P®Active & Fassive Euthanasia," Lrem
Thumas Mappes & Jane Zambaty, editers, Sociz)l EBEtharcs:
ity.and Socisl Policy, Sth edition. New York:
MoGraw-Hill, 1%97, po. El-64.
- {CP) Stephen Potts, "Cbjyections to the Imstitutignalization
of HUthETESLE," from T. Mappes & J, Eembaty, editors,

Sgoial Bthics, 4th editicon. Hew York: MeGraw-Hill, 1992,
pp- 136-97%.

- (P} Jay Gav Willisms, "The Wrongful of Euthanaqla “ from
Staephen Satris, editcor, Tiaw

Controversial Moral Tsaues, Sth Eﬂlulﬂﬂ. Guilford,
Connecticut: Dushkin, 15%6, pp. 2%0-3.
- (TP} Fudy Krutren, "The Case of Robert & Tracy Latimer,” freom

Eldon Sgpifer, editor. Lh1ﬂﬂl_IEEHEE+___Iﬁn:£LlIuﬂ__ﬂI
Canadiang. Peterborcugh: Broadview Préss, 1587, pro. 454-65.




- WCT) TBA

V. Obligation to obey the law.

- fCF) Plalo, "Crito," from John Arthur & wWilllam Shaw, editorg,
Social and Pelitical Philemophy. Englewood Cliffs, New
Jaroey: Frentice HAll, 1992, pp. 1-8.

- {€F) Jan MWarveson, "Oheving the Law,*® ch. of Moral Martrers,
Peterborough, Ontario: Breadview Press, pp. 25%-47.




