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BRIEF =SCRIFTIO

This course is concemed with the structures and operation of the government of Canada as well as with contemporary
political processes and issues confronting the Canadian state. Building on the social and ecanomic setting to Canadian
political life, the course considers such topics as regionalism, the Quebee question, free trade, party leadership, the
constitution, and regional representation as well as some contemporary issues including the environmens and rights of
First Nations peoples.

As the core course in the Canadian politics and government field, the objectives of this course are to give the student
2 beoed conceptual undersianding of the field as well as specific knowledge relating to the institutions, processes, and
issues which shape the Canadian political expericnoe,

Completely revised for 1998-59, the course assumes no prior knowledge of Canadian politics apart from a healthy
interest in the subject, Three essential concepts anchor the course. These are democracy, conflict, and the question of
ihe govemnment versus the people. Indeed, given the contemporary conflicts between the state and the public in such
cases &3 (ka, the G5T. and, in many ways, the Quebec issue. it is this Latter question which will inform much of the
discussion,

PREREQUISITE
Flone.
STRLI

This is primarily a lecture course although given the Instable character of the Canadian political system (at present),
there will be ample opportunity for class discussion. Students are expecied to keep up to date in the readings as well
43 10 be reasonably informed about significant current Canadian political events. This can be achieved by reading a
gquality Canadian newspaper on a duily basis coupled with paying attention to 3 quality television news broadcast

While no grade 1s formally assigned to class discussion and participation, given that many of the examinatién guestions
ars drawn from lectures and class discussion, attendance should not b regarded a3 optional, Moreover, since the course
will make use of multi-media technology (computer praphics, video tapes, and, hopefully, 2-way video guest speakers),
attendance is most strongly recommendsad.

Studenis are encouraged (not required) to make use of e-mail and the internat for the purpeses of this course. Tralning
will be provided on the basics of this technology. The paint here is to attempt to facilitate berwean students and between



students and the instructor. More will be said abour this in class. In addition, students are encouraged to make use of

the considerable local, regional, and national data bases which are housed on the College computer. Again, training will
be provided for interested stedents,

COURSE ORJECTIVES
L. knowledge and understanding of current structures and processes of Canadian government
2. ability to asiess and employ alternative theoretical paradigms regarding Canadian govemnment
processes and sruciires
3. critical analysis of Canadian government and processes
Ohiective, Kev Strategies:
l. Knowledge Lesture and Readings
2. Application Term Papers
3. Critical analysis Term Papers and discussion

COURSE RECLIIREMENTS

Grades will be recorded on n percentage basis, averaged across components, and convertad to the College standard 9
point scale (sta-nine) scale at the end of the course. the % point scale for each component. For Athabasca University
Sudents, grades will be submitied m both- sta-nine and percentages,

Compogent Weieht Date Due Obijective
Library Assignment 1 5% Oet. 2, 1998 Knowledge/dnalysis
Fall Term Paper 15% Nov. I8, |9988 Knowledge, Application, Analysis
Christmas Examination  20% Exam Week Enowledge Analysis, Application
Library Assipgnment2 5% Feb. 10, 199%  Analysis
Winter Term Paper 208 Mar. 17, [99%  Knowledge, Application, Analysis
Final Examination 25% Exam week Eaowledge, Analysis, Application
10 Quirres (Appeox.} 10% Dates TBA Knowledge

OTED APERS 15

Assignments and ferm papers are due at the start of class on the date due. Possible term paper topics will be distributed
in class. [n addition, students may make use of data from the 984 andior 1988 National Election Studies as well a3
lecally collected data 1993 and 1997 data may become available within the duration of the course, A special session
will be scheduled for computer training 1o aceess this. Mormally, term papers for this courss are in the 12 - 15 page
range (typed, double spaced). Appropriate academic styls is required, Late papers will be accepted without penalty
in exceptional circumstances, Otherwise, late papers will be asssssed a reduced grade of 5% per day (24 hour peried
or partion thereof including weekends and holidays).




IEXTS

The following texts are required for this course and arc available from the College bookstore. Previous editions of
thase texts are not to be purchased,

Michael 3. Whiltington and Richard J. Van Loon, ian Crow
{Toronto: McGraw-Hill Ryerson, 1996), (VLW on the readings list)

Paul W. Fox and Graham White (eds.), Politics: Canada. (Toronto: MeGraw-Hill Primis, 1995). (FW ob the readin g
Tist)

K. Talt, Shredding the Publis Interest,




LECTURE OUTL READIM T

Students are responsible for kecture material and all reguired readings (marked with an asteriski*y).
Recommended readings provide greater depth of coverage and should be consulted aithough not necessarily
read in depth, Feserve readings mre available from the Library. From time to time, additional andlor
replacement readings may be assigned as events dictate and as materials become available. Lecture dates are
approximate and units may be shifted to sccommadate the political agenda. In particular, the emerging Quebes
sitisation - particularly in January/February 1998 - will necessitate some shilts in the outline. Other events can
also be expected to either delay or advance progress in the course.

UNIT I: INTRODUCTION AND CONT EMT [ week

I} Overview of Concepts in Political Science
i} Owverview of Canadian Political [nstitutions
VLW preface, pp. 1-11.
FW pp. d-10

UNIT I1: CONTENDHNG APFROACHES TO CANADIAN POLITICAL SCIENCE 2 weeks

I [nstitutional Approach
ii) Behavioural Approaches
i} Liberal Pluralism
vl Political Economy

vl "Marxist® Approaches
wi} Public Choice

VLW pp. 11-22

*Baskevkin, Canadian Political Behavious pp. 3-6

(Reserve #3)
Dahl, Dilem mag of Pluralist Democracy pp. 4-7, 31-54
(skim pp. 31-54 K Reserve #d)
*Crozier, et.al., The Crisis of Demgcracy, pp, 1-9
{Reserve #5)
T II: THE OCESS; RVIEW | week

"WLWch 2

UMIT [V; ENYIRONMENT 3 weeks
Al The Social and Economic Setting

I} Histordcal Creerview
ti) Ideclogical Perspectives
"WLW ch 3
Bell and Tepperman, The Roots of Disupity, pp. 40-64
(Beserve #11)
* Inglehart, "Post Materialtsm in an Environment of Insecurity” (Reserve £12)
*FW pp. 40-47

B} Regional Cleavages




C}

)

E)

W

Al

B)

D)

E)

F)

*WLW ch 4

Rioux, “Toward a Free Quebec” (Reserve #]3)
"FWpp 10-14
*FW pp, 154-190, 205-208

Ethnic Cleavages
W pp, 22-39
EW pp. 1521
Class Cleavages

Other Cleavages

E CO¥ ND FEDY bd

The continuing Sags of Quebee in Confederation
*FW opp. 197221,
*Parti Quebecois, "Quebes in a New World® (Reserve ¥ 5a=> skim)

Crverview of Institutions
"FW pp, 66-73
"WLWech 5

Parriation, Amendment, and the Charlsr

* Banting & Simeon, "Federalism, Democracy,
und the Conatitution” (Reserve #6)

*"V0iWch 6.7

YEW pp. 100-103

Canedian “Constitutional Coltare™

* Trudesw, “Federalism, Nationalism and Beason”
(Reaerve #7)

"WLWch &

SFW pp. 104-110

Quebec, Special Status, and Constitutional Reform

* Caims, "The Limited Constitutional Vision of
Meech Leake" (Rezerve #8)

* Remillard, "Quebec's Quest for Survival "
{Reserve #9

*"WLW ch. 2

*FWpp 131-140
Chher Readings TBA

Executive Federalism
Meekison, "First Minksters' Conferences. ™
{Reserve # [0)
VLW ch, 10
*MeAlpine, (Ressrve 10a)

5 weeks



Gj  Fiscal Federalism
*Blaikie and McAlpine. Reserve #4a
*WLWch11
"FWpp 141-147
*Orher Readings TBA

Hj The Courts and the Constifution
EW pp. T450 111-123

1 The Pest-Meech Environment: The Future of Canadian Federalism

TVEL LE I weeks

A) The Role and Size of Government
Readings TBA
*FW pp. 48-54
* Taft, Shreddine the Public Interest
*E'W pp. 564-376

GY Continentalism, the U.S. and the (NA) FTA
Eeadings TBA

LINIT VET: QPINION FORMATION, AND PARTICIPATION 3 weeks

Ad Cvarview

2] The Masg Media
Bashevkin, "The Development of Public Opinion®
(Reserve #14)
“*FW pp. 231-237, 262-266

C} Political Participation
Mishler, "Participation and Democracy™ (Reserve #15)
*FW pp. 335-359.

WL L PARTIE 2 weaks

Al Overview of Political Parties in Canadian Politics
*YLW ch, 12
“EW pp 2B2-286, 272.281

Bj Party Origins and ldeology
*WLW, ch i3
Preece, "The Angle-Saxon Conservative Tradition®
{Reserve #16)
*FW pp. 290-324

€)  Party Leadership
* Blake, "Division and Cohesion® (Reserve #17)
Johnston, “The Final Choics™ (Reserve HIE)



[B]] Parties in Decline (T
MeAllistar, "D Parties Make a Miffepapnest®

(Regerve H19)
MeAlpine, Dewitt and Good, "Reform Party...”
(Reseryve 420}
“FW pp. 286-289
LUHIT iX: ELECTIONS AND YOTING BEHAVIOLR | werk
"WLWch 15
* Clarks etal. Absent Mandate, (Reserve 8213

Pammett, “The [988 Vote® (Reserve #27)
*FW pp. 160-398

I P 5 I week
Iy Overview
] Dreterminants of Power

i} Mew Social Movemenis
*WLWeh, 16,17
"FW pp. 238-261

LINIT XI: SCUTIVE BRA d POL OCESSE
*WLW ch, 18, 20, 21
FW pp. 418456

2 wpelks

L LEGT. MCH 1 week
* VLW ch [9
*FW pp 48%-523
FW pp, 450-482

XIV: CY I wieck:
*¥LWehi2, 23
* FW pp. 526-534
FW pp. 535- 563

LINIT 3 [CIARY
*VLW ch. 24
“EW pp. 508-606

[ week

[T %1% SIOM A “RWVIEW I weeks




