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College Calepdar Course Deocpriptios:

Thizs ecourse will acguaint you with the structure and
operations Of Canadian national government and politics.  Topics
covered include the consticution, the struekture and vomle of the
federzl govermment and the political process in Canada, including
the activities and reles of interest groups, political parties,
voating behaviour, elites, pressure groups and Canadian-BEmerican
relaticns. Current issuses of importance such a3 Ywestern
aliemation®, the Quebec queacisn, federal-provincial relartiens and
tree trade and environmental policy are also examined.

Cogree Ohisctiyag:

At the end gf this course, you should be able to understand
Lett=r how the Canadian political syatem works land fails to
work), and how it might be improved. You should alsc have grester
insights into some significant political iesuss. Yeou should be
mrre able t& think threugh and support whatsver politdical
positiong you nay adopt.

This course should aleo prepate vou for further scudies in
Canadian politics ar the postsecondary level.
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FLEABE NCTE: The details of this course outline are subject to
change. Any changes will be announced in class.

Esquired rexta-

1. Mark Charluon & Paul Barker, esditors, Contemporary Paliricsl
I=suss, 4th edition, Scarberough, Ont.: MNelson, 1998

#. Rand Dwck, Canadian Politics: Critical Apmroaches, 3rd sditicn.
Scarbarough, Cntarico: Nelson, 2000.

KOTE: These two bosks are being =old as a package in the




bockstore,
3. Course Package for Politicsl Scleénce 2200/320.

Tapics

1, Introducntion.

A, What 18 Political Science, Approaches to study of Politics.
Related job cpportunities,

B. Owerview of Canadian Political Syatem. How gowvernments are

formed . Amounts and distribution of government revenues,
spending.
C. Canadian Policical Culture. Political saluss, DemocTacy .

Hational unity. <Canadian identiry.

II. Institutione, .

A. Formal Executive. The Cue=n and Sovertor General.,

B. Political Executive, Frime Ministser and Cabinest. Folitioal
Executive and bureaucracy. Ministexlial repponsibility (e_g.
Jane Etewart}. Budget process. Auditor General, Debt and
deficits,

C. Parliament, "Responsible government" and party diacipline.
Functioms of Parliament/Legislative Branch. Questicn Period,
Rola of MPs,

hO. Western Alienation.

E. Senate. Abolish or reform?

F. Politiciana' pay and perks.

G. Women i Canadian Politics

H, Mirror repragsentation and affirmative actiea.
1. The Courts.

J. The Charter of Rights,

III. Forming and influencing goveromente.,

&. Pzlical socialization and participation.

B, Interest Jroupe.

C, Political parties.

D, Elections, Polling. Electoral Svstems. Proportional
Feprezentation.

E. Kews Media,

IV. Faderalism and related issues.

A. Federalism and the division of powers. Shared-cost programs
and block funding.

B, Health care and federalism. Public vs, private.

C. Social pregrams. Welfare and workfare.

L. Regicnal development and equallization. Atlantic Canada.

IV, The Canadian Constitutien, Ethniec Groups and Peolitics.
A. Quebec and English-French relations, Cueber Refersndums
of 1589 and 1995,
B. Major developmentz since Confederation: 1982, Meech Laks,
Charlocttetown Accord, Distinet Societv. Centralisation
and Decentralizaticn.
. Aborlginal Peoples. Self-government. Land claima.
Erthnic minhorities. Immigration, multisulcuralism.
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V1. Canada and the World.

Ae Fleokal warming and Eowvi pogpeenilal PUlJ.I_j-'+

B, The softwood lumber igove.

C. The milicary and Defence., The Canadian military. Peacekeeping.
Combal role. Canada and the .3, MNATD and NORAD,

[, Foreign ocwnership and trade agreements. WAFTA., WTO.

E. Cultural isgyes. Split-run magazines. Television, Film.

Esadings

I, Introdustlon,

-

A. What is Palitigsl 8Bcience, Approaches to study of Policics.
related job cpportunitieg.
- Dyck, Chapter 1

B, Oerview of Canadian Political Syctem, How governmants are
formed. Amountes and distribution of government Tevenuss,
spending.

- Dyck, Chapter 2

C, €Canadian Politipcal Culture. Political walues. Democracy .
National unity. Canadian identity.
- Dyck, Chapter 10, pp., 189-214
- C&B, TIssue 1, "Is the politleal eulture of Canada becoming
Amsricanized?® pp. 2-37 BUT go from page 7 "... prominent
at the time." to p. 11 "The Problem of Americanization”

II. Ingtitutions. .
A. Tha Formal Executive.
- Dyck, Chaprer 20, pp. 475-81

B, Paolitical Exetutive and bureaucracy. Frimse Mipister and
Cabinet. Ministerial responaibility (e.g. Jane Stewart). Budgst
orocess.  Auditor General, [Debt and deficits.

- Dyek, Chapter 20, pp. 4B1-549, and Chapter 21

- C&H, Issue 39, "Is the Frime Minister too powerful?" pp. 186-220

. Parliamenk. "Respongible government® and party discipline.
Funetions of Parliament/Legislative Branch. Question Period,
Role of MPs,

- Dyeck, Chapter 22, pages 545-69

- C.E.S. Franka, "Pree Votes in the House of Commons, ™ pp 36-9

- C&8, Issue 10, "Should party diseipline ke relawxed?® pp. 221-239

. Western alienaticn.

Allan Tupper, "Toward 3 New Beginning? The Chretien Libarals
and Western Canada,"™ pp, B5-101.

- J.M.5. Carelsss, "The Myth of the Downtrodden West" pp. 31-4, 36




- David Elton, "The West Wants I[n, " pp. 346-632

E. Senate. Abolish ar reform?
Dyck, Chapter 22, pajges SE9-7%

D. Politicizns' pay and perks.
- TBA

E. Women in Canadian Politiecs

- Tyck, Chapter 7

- Sandra Bure, “Looking Backward and Thinking ahead: Toward
a Gendered Analysis of Canpadian Polities,” pp. 303-2§

F. Mirror representation and affirmative acticn.
- C&B, Isgue 13, "Should repreeentaticn in Parliament mi=ror
Canada's sccial diversity?" pp. 252-281

F. The CoUrEs.
- Dwok, Chapter 23

G. The Charter of Rights,

- Dveck, Chapter 18

- L&B, Issue 5, "Ig the Canadian Charter of Rightz & Freedoms
anti-demssratic?" pp. 95-108

- CEB, Issue 11, "Do the Courts Engage in a Dialogue with the
Lagizlatures?" po. 235-49

V. Forming and influencing governments.

A, Polical socializsation and participation.
- byck, Chapter 14, pages 216-21; Chapter 11, pp. 210-4

B. Interaest groups.
- Dvek, Chaptsr 1%

€. Folitical parties.
- Dyck, Chapter 13

. Elections, Folling. Elsetoral Systems. Proporticnal

Espresentatich,

= Dyck, Chapbters 14, 12 and 11, pp. 245-8

- Nelson Wiseman, "The Use, Misuse and Abuse of the Natiecnal
Election Studies, " pp. 280-%5

- CER, Iazue 1%, "Sheold Canada adopt proportional
representation?” pp. 2%0-315

- C&B, Issue 13, “"Should voting be made mandatory?" pp. 282-9

E. News Media,.

Dyeck, Chapter 11, pp. 234-44.

- Roberxt Hackebt, "The Mewa Media & Civic Equality: Wateh
Dogs, Mad Dogs, or Lap Dogs?* pp. 157-2132
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1I. Faderali=sm and related izsues.

A. Federalism and the division of powers. Shared-cost programs
and block funding,

- Dyck, Chapter 17

A. Coyne, "The {ase for Strengthening Federsl Powers" AE 15-19

E. Health care and federalism. Public vs. private,

C. Richard Tindsl, "The Unravelling Social Safety Net,*

op. 2B4-52

- Kevin Tait, "The Special Case of Health Care," pp. 23-105

- Or. David Gratzer, Code RBine, pp. 147-B6, 152-4

- C&B, Issue 17, "Does the United States have a beoter healrh cars
gystem than Canada?" pp. 158-371

Z. Sceial programs. Welfare and workfare.
- Dvck, Chapter 8
- Tindal, "The Unrawvelling Sccial Safety Het,' pp, 275-308

D. Eegional development and equalization. Atlantic Canada

- Dyck, Chapter 3

- CEB, firat edition, Iesue 23, "Is the Market the Sclutisn to
Regional Digparitiesat" pp. 414-29

II1I. The Canadiapn Constitution, Ethnic Groups and Polirics.

k. Queberc and English-French relationa. Qusbec Refarerdums
of 1980 and 1958,
- Imyck, Chapter 5
- C&B, Ispuz B, "Is Lhe Clarity Act gowd for Canada?® pp. 182-184.

B, Major developmenta since Confederation: 1582, Mesch Lake,

Charlottetown Adcord. Distinct Scoiety. Centralization and

Decentralization.

- Dok, Chapter 15

- Graham Fraser, "How Meech Changed History,® AE, pn. 12-14

- C&B, Issue 6, "Ias constitutienal reform pecessary?" pp. 109-33

- Kennsth Mclaught, "The National fuclook of Ergligh-speaking
Canadians, " pp, 173-43

LI

. Bboriginal Peoples. Self-government. Land claims.

Dy, Chapter 4

- C&B, Issue 1, "Can native sovereldnty coexist with Canadian
soversignty,." pp. 2-18

- FPaul Marshall, "The Importance of Group Rights,"™ in CLE, pp.42-8

- Georges Erasmus & Joe Sanders, *Capadian Histery: An Rboriginal

Poerspective," pp. 368-7D

D. Ethnic mingritiss. Immigraticn, multiculturalism.

- Dvck, Chaprter &

- Y. Abu-Laban & D. Staslulis, "Ethnic Pluralism Under Siegs, ™
TR, 3685-81

- Andrew Coyne & G.E. Dirkas, "Should States Pursue an Open Border




Ty

A.

VT

Policy toward Migrant=?" pp. 453-78
Canads and the World.

Qlobal warming aud Buvirouumeintal Policy,

Debera Vanmijnatten, "Getting SGreener in the Third Mandate?
Reneswable Enerdgy, Innovation, & the Liberals' Sustsinabls
Development Agendsa, " pp, 216-331.

Les-Anne Broadhead, "Canada a2 a rogue state: ite ghamerul

performance on climate change." International Jeamnsl
Surmmer 001, pp. 491-80.

« The zoftwoad Jumber isoue .

TEA

. The military and Defence. The Canadian military. FPeacekeeping.

Combat role. Canada and cthe U.5. MNATD and NORAD,
Lvck, Chapter 2, pages 173-75
Senate of Canada, "Meeting New Challenges: Canada'z Response b=
& New Generation of Peacskeeping," pp. S6T7-80

Forelgn ownership and trade agreements. HAFTA. WTO.
Cyck, Chapter 9, pages 167-%3, 175-82, 181

Cultural issues, Split-run magazines. Television, Film.
Owek, Chapter %, pages 1E4-90
TBA



