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DESCRITTION:

Lical Government bas never heen mode impurtant in the lives of ditbsens wn it i now, in 1995 —g municipal
election year n Alberta. Yer, reinventing povernment at te focul level i ofen seen as Decessary 10 achieve the
twir pouls of efficicney AND democracy. 1t is these two often conmradictary goals of efficiency and democracy
in bocal government which will drive the discussion in this course, Topics covered are the social context,
structures, opportunites for pablic paricdpation, processes and oteomes of local povermment iy Canads, and, tn
parteular, in Albers. Speific issoes in becal govermment will also be covered inciuding:

= provincial downloading

- planning wn Repional Plaming Commissions

= bealth care refinn (regionalization of the health care systom)
- education reform (amalpamation of schood districts)

« 1995 municipal election results

- the “Klein revolution’ in Alberia's local government

COURSE CREDIT:

Thent & NO pee-requisite fur this senior {2 vear) course. Trasferable w te U, of A, and elsewhere o
ubiversity crediy, e course is abso ransferable w the U, of A. Extension Certifaate Program in Local
ot

DELIWERY MEDILIM:

The cimarse will be delivered in o moly mulpomedia fashion telving largely on two-way video conferescing
gimultaneously in Grande Prairie and Hinton, Tl technology weed = interactive and will make comsiderable e
of in-class discussion, compuier graphics, video clips, and 1ex) materials

THE TMNSTRUCTOR:
Soutt MeAdpine (Phl) has heen waching Political Science a8 OPRC far 14 yeurs and, among other things,

- iz the coordinatoe of the University of Alberta Extension program in Local Government at the
College,

- Instructs "Alberta’s Locul Governments' for the Univessity of Alberts Exienskmn Program

- bag pubdished in the field of Local Gevernment

= has servad a5 2 consultant on Metis Seli-Administration Govermment

- i the Awthor of one of the course fexts

= his consulied with locul school boards on indicators of smdent satisfaction and parenl opinion
1 conipressed school woeks

= las co-diested boval brosdasts of elecoon COVEERED

- was Co-facilitator fur the Mistahia Repional Health Authority public forums on regionaliration of
bealtly Gare,




COURSE ORIECTIVES:

L kmowledge of local povernment souctures and processes in Canads
2. ability 1y exitically asses issues and wends in bocal povernnient

COURSE ASSIGNMENTS:

Ehort Essay (1N words) 10%  Ocwber 18, 1995

Belicherin Exumination 255 Cotober 25, 1995

Term PaperMepos HE dovemiber 15, 1995

Fing] Exguningtion 3% Examination Week
TEXTS:

I Massom, Alberea's Local Goverments: Politicg and Democracy. {Bdmonton: University of Albery
Press, 1994)

. K. Tindal ad 5. N, Tindal, Local goweimanend in Canada (4th edition), {Toronto: Me-Graw-Hill
Ryeraon, 19935,

5. MeAlpine, “Chaige and Continoity in Loval Govermment”, 1993




GRANDE PRAIRIE REGIONAL COLLEGE

POLITICAL SCIENCE 3230:
LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS

DETAILED OUTLINE AND READINGS LIST, 1995

Mote: Students are responsible for all required readings (marked with an asterisk {*} and ghould compless e
readings before (amil not after} class dime.  Recommended teading cover aspects of the course in greaset detail and
depthy than the required readings and shoukd be at lenst skimmed unless otherwise noted by the instroctee,  Lecture
thnes are approximate and will not be followed w the lener depending on elass fiterest and diverstons Ju 1
sipnificant events wwd discussion. N ol required manerial will necessarily be covered jon kenme, Given the
profound changes ocowring tn local govemment in Canads aod Alberts, the fstructon reserves the tight oo assipn

albinonal anjor replacement readings a5 necessary.  The order that readings appear on the readings list 4, by and
large, imporant,

1. INTRODUCTION: Local Goverument and Democracy

- ¥YWhat Is Locsl (fovernment?

« Democracy and Efficicncy

= Generad Funetions of Local Gevernmaent
= Contemporary Functions and Activities

*heAlping, chaprer 1
*Tindal and Tisulal, chapter 1
Fhiasson, clupters 1, 11

2. CULTURAL AND ECONOMIC CONTEXT AND PRESSURES

= Wleodngical Frameworks

- Comiinunity Power Beseorch

= Urbanization and Fropmentaion

- Comtémporary Reform and Re-organization

*MeAlpine, chapter | [comtamed)
“‘MeAlpine, pp. 82-88.

*Tinal wiwd TIndal, pp. 303317
Tindol and Tindul, chapler 2

*Thodad ad Tindal, chaptes 4 {note, chapeer 2 could be read first 2nd will have 10 mead for sessicn 3}
*Masson, chapier




3. THE TRADITIONS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT: Histary and Inserpove mmendal Rolations

= Canadizn Higtisial Overview

= Tum of the Century Reform Era
- The Comsticutionnd Comtesa

- lotergevernmiema] Relotions

= Foemis of Local Govarninen

*Timadal and Tinckal, chapeers 2, 3 and 7

“MeAlpine, chaprer | (continued = Imergovernmental Reladons)
*Masson, chapees $

4. BASIC STRUCTURES AND FORMS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT:

- Rural s Urhun Foems
= Intemia] Sryaciures

*McAlpine, chapeer 2
*Mlazson chaplers 3 aml 4
*Timdal and Tindal, pp, 159-183

$ LOCAL GOVERNMENT PROCESS: Policy and Budpet

- The Traditiomal Paradigm

- Policy Making Models

- Budgeting Models

- Policy and Budget Linkages

“Moalpine, chapier 3
*Tindal aned Tidol, pp 281302,
*Masson, chapter &

6. ADMINISTRATION AND ELECTED OFFICIALS

= Adminidoative Roles
- Politcel Roles
- Rules, Peesonafity, and Smictae

*MeAlping, chapeer 4
*Wlammon, chapler 8
TTowkad aim] Tindal, pp. 1559 169

1. THE PUBLIC ROLE: Parvicipmion and Elections

= Participation and Democracy

- Factors Affecnng Paricipation

» Electivn Machitery

- Pamicipation and Democtacy

= Election 1995 > o Consideration of Resubs

*MoAdpine, chaprer 4
*wlasson chapier 2
*Tinudal and Tinclel, pp. 149-15%




i PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: Interest Groups and Parties

- Ol and New Politics

= Theorivs of Imerest Group Politics
- Cingen Cootace with 'Chiy Hall!

= Laxcal Party Politics

* MeAlpioe, clupier 4 (o imsesd)
Fhlagson, Appsidix
* Tinda] wed Tindul, chaprer §

9 RE-INVENTING LOCAL GOVERNMENT

« Crslbome and Gaeblarys Thesis
- The Pust-Modern Orpanizanon
- Relmventing Local Quvernment in Canada: An Overview

*MoAlpioe, Appemlix
*Tincal wrl Tiodu! chapaer 10
*Muasson, chapier 14

I URBAN AND REGIONAL PLANNING: An Introduction

- Schools of Plauning Thought

- Planning and the New' Apenda
» Muming amd Pamicipation

- Refomng w Planning e Albens

"Blagan, chapter 12
*MeAdpme, chaprer 5
"MeAdpine, appendix (oo imsed)

[1. SCHOOL GOVERNANCE: Parents and Elected Officlals

- Demiweracy, Awtomomy, Bguity, and Efficiency
- Frovineial er Local Coanral
- Befoms= in Albess

“Mazgon, chapter |3
oA e, appendi (eonrinusdy

12 HOSPITAL GOVERNANCE:

= Lowal, Provincial, or Mationn] Functon'
- Re-organication of the System
= Belome in Alhera

*READIMNGS TEA
*MeAlpine, appendix (continued)




13. THE FUTURE"'T

*READINGS TBA = Swdent seleciion?

- Buzrword Boerishism T

- 2 Paths Demwocracy o Eiciency versus Demacracy and Efficiency

- The Klein Bevolmion as & Model for Canads?

= The Hollowing of the Mation-Ste: Think Global, Act Local and =0 on.,

*Misson, che 14 (review)



