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R | DETAILED SYLLABUS |

GPRC.- HOME.  INDEX ~ SYLLABUS <o LESSON »

Website: hiip:/www. chi-chn.com/poleci

Mirvor Web: http://'www.gpreab.ca‘courses_and_programs/po3230h/outline
Instructor; Dr. Scot1 A. McAlpine

Fall. 1998

TEL: (403) 539-2982 {office)

FANX: {(403) 539-2732

E-MAIL: Send questions or comments to Scotl McAlpined GPRCAR,CA

OFFICE HOURS: TBA

on CHAT OR AS ANNOUNCED

DESCRIPTTON:

Local Government has never been maore important in the lives of citizens than it 3% now. Yeg,
remnventing government al the Jocal level is often seen as necessary 10 achieve the two woals of
efficiency AND democracy. 1t Is these two often contradictory poals of efficiency and democracy
m local government which will drive the discussion in this course. Topics covered are the social
cOMmext, structures, opporiumties for public participation. processes and outcomes of local
govemment in Canada, with a special focus on Albenta. Specific issues in Jocal government will
also be covered including:

@ provincial downloadmg

® planning and Regional Planning Commissions




® health care reform (regionalization of the health care system)
® education reform (amalgamation of school disiricts)

& the 'Klein revolution’ in Alberta's local government

® the "hollowing of the nation-srate®

COURSE CREDIT:

There is NO pre-requisite for this senior {2nd year) course. Transferable to the University of
Alberta and elsewhere for university credn, the course is also transferable 1o the Lintversity of

Alberta Extension Centificate Prooram in Local Government

DELIVERY MEDIUM:
The course will be delivered as a virtual course in 3 components as follows:
1. Lectures
13 "Lectures™ or series of instructor notes on the world wide web {free access)
2. Dizcussion and Assigmments

TBA bur through a groupware server such as MNetmeeting or the University of Alberta
FIRST CLASS SERVER,

3, Textx
The basis of the lectures and shipped with payment.

The course is paced over a 13 week period starting September, 1998, Not all lectures are or will
be up by the time the course stans. The course is best viewed as under COMMNUOUS Construction.

THE, INSTRUCTOR:

Scott McAlpine (Phd) has been teaching Political Science a1 Grande Prairie Regional College for
over 15 years and, among other things,

® s the coordinator of the University of Alberta Extension program in Local Government at the
College,

Instructs ‘Alberta’s Local Governments' for the University of Alberta Extension Program

has published m the field of Local Government

has sesved as a consultant on Metis Self- Administration/Government

i= the author of one of the course texs

ks consulted with local school boards on indicators of student satisfaction and parent opinion
onr compressed school weeks

has co-hosted local broadcasis of dection BOverage

was co-facilitator for the Mistahia Regional Health Ay thority public torums on regionalization
ot health care




COURSE ORJIECTIVES:
1. knowledge of local government structures and processes in Canada
2. ability 1o oritically assess issues and rrends in local governmem

DEFAULT COURSE ASSIGNMENTS AND REQUIREMENTS*:

Bhon Assignment (Individual) 2 {October 6, 1998 |
Midterm Examination 120% {0ctober 22, 1908 =
¥ *Group Report 1200 INovember 3, 1908
Individual Repart [20% iNovember 26, 1998

¥inal Examination B30% ~ [Examination Week

* Dates ure approximate and subject to change. All submissions will be via the discussion
groups, e-mail, fax, or on dis.

** Group assignments will make use of the group capabilities of Netmeeting, First Class, or
some other interactive computer conferencing application and will be evalugied a5
collaborative efforts. Students may opt to do the group project individually under special
circumsiances. Individusl and short reporis may alse be done collaboratively, Exact conrse
weightings can be negotiated with the imstructor, Please email your request 1o do so 1o

Scott. MeAlping@opre.ab.ca
TEXTS:

1 Masson, Alberta’s Local Governments: Politics and Democracy, {Edmanton University

of Alberta Press, 1994)

k. Graham and 8. Phillips, Urban Governance in Canada (Toronto: Harcour-Brace,
1998}

These are available from or will be shipped on recelpt of payment by the Bookstore of Grande
Prairic Regional College. Please call (403) 5392026 10 arrange payment and shipping options,
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POLITICAL SCIENCE 3230
DETAILED OUTLINE AND READINGS LIST, 1998

Nate: Students are responsible for all required readings {marked ‘with an asterisk 1*}) and should
complete the readings before {and not afier) class time. Recommended reading cover aspects of
the course in grester detail and depth than the required readings and should be at least skimmed
unless otherwize noted by the instrictor. Lecture dates are approximéte and will not be followed
to the letter depending on class interest and diversions due to significant events and discussion
™ot all required material will necessarily be covered in a lecture Given the profound changes
oceurmng in local government in Canads and Alberta, the instructor reserves the right 1o assign
additional an/or replacement readings as necessary. The order that readings appear on the
readings list is, by and large, important.

L INTRODUCTION: Local Government ang Democriacy
® What iz Local Government?

® Democracy and Efficiency

® General Functions of Local Government

& Contemporary Functions and Activities

*Lecture 1 {Web)
*Oraham, chapter |

*Masson, chapter |

2. CULTURAL AND ECONOMIC CONTEXT AND PRESSURES
® ldeclogical Frameworks

¢ Community Power Research

® LUrbanization and Fragmentation

¢ Contemporary Reform =ad Re-organization

“Lecture 2 (Web)
"McAlpine, pp. 82-88
*CUraham, chapters 2., 10

*Masson, chapters 5, & 11

3. THE TRADITIONS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT: History and
Intersovernmental Relations

& Canadian Historical Overview




& The Constitutional Context
® [lutergovernmental Relations

*Graham, chapters 3. &
*Lecture 3 (Web) (continued > Intergovernmental Relations

*Masson, chapter 5

4. BASIC STRUCTURES AND FORMS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT:

® Roral and Urban Forms
® Internal Structores

YLecture 4 {(Web)
*Masson chapters 3 and 4

*Uraham, chapters 4 and 7

The Traditional Paradigm
Policy Making Models
Budgeting Models

Folicy and Budget Linkages

® e ® e,

*Lecture 5 {Web)
YUraham, chapter ©
*Masgon. chapter &

6. ADMINISTRATION AND ELECTED OFFICIALS
& Adminixirative Roles

® Political Roles

# Roles, Personality, and Structure

*Lecture 66 (Web)

*Masson, chapter 8

7. THE PUBLIC ROLE: Participation and Elections
® Participation and Democracy
® Factors Alfecting Participation




® Election Machinery

® Participation and Democracy

® Election 1995 and 1998 > 2 Consideration of Resulis
*Lecture 7 (Web)

*hasson chapter &

*Ciraham, chapter 5

8. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: Interest Groups and Parbies
® (Old and New Politics

® Theories of Interest Group Politics

® (litizen Contacts with *Ciry Hall*

® Local Party Politics

*Lecture 8 (Web)
*Masson, Appendiy

*Graham, chapter 6

9. RE-INVENTING LOCAL GOVERNMENT

® (sborne and Gacbler's Thesis

® The Post-Modern Organization

¢ Reinventing Local Government in Canada: An Overview

*Lecture 9 (Weh)

*Masson, chapter 14

10, URBAN AND REGIONAL PLANNING: An Introduction
& Schools of Planning Thought
© Planning and the 'New' Agenda
® Planning and Participation
® Reforms o Planning in Alberta

*Muszon, chapter 12
*Lecture 10 {Weh)

*MeAlpine, appendix {continued )




® El¢ction Machinery
® Farticipation and Democracy
® Election 1995 and 1998 > a Consideration of Resulls

*Lecture T (Web)
*Masson chaprer 9

*Craham, chapter 5

& PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: Tnterest Groups and Parties
® Odd and New Politics

® Theories of Interest Group Politics

& (itmen Contacts with 'City Hall*

® Local Party Politics

*Lecture 3 {Web)
*Masson, Appendix

*Graham, chapter 6

% RE-INVENTING LOCAL GOVER NMENT

* {hborne and Gachler's Thesis

®* The Post-Modern Organization

® Reinventing Local Government in Canada: An Overview

*Lecture 9 {Weh)

*Masson, chapter 14

1. URBAN AND REGIONAL FLANNING: An Introduction
# Schools of Planning Thonght
® Planning and the 'New' Apenda
® Planning and Participation
® Reforms {o Planning in Alberta

"Masson, chapter 12
*Lecture 10 {Web)

*MeAlpine, appendix (contined )



11. SCHOOL GOVERNANCE: Parents and Elected Officials
* Democracy, Autonomy, Equity, and Efficiency
® Provimcial or Lacal Conirol

® Reformiz in Albertia

*Masson, chapter 13

*Lecture 11 {Weh)

12, HOSPITAL GOVERNANCE

® Local, Provincial, or National Function?
® Re-organization of the System

® Reforms in Alberta

*Lecture 12 (Web)

13. THE FUTURE???°
® Buwrzword Fetishism®
® 2 Paths: Democracy or Efficieacy versus Democracy and Efficiency
® The Kiein Revolution as a Model for Canada?®
® The Hollowing of the Nation-State: Think Crlobal, Act Local and so on...

*Masson, ch. 14 {review)

*Graham, chapter 1)

*Lecture 13 (Web)

E 10 mavigationsl has




