POLITICAL SCIENCE 4240 (UT 3)

SOCIALIZATION IN POLITICS

Instructor: Scott MeAlpine Spring 200H
Office Hours: TBA M-R:1300 - 1600

Course Description:

With the perpetual question of Quebec's distinctiveness as well as guéstions regarding Alberta’s
continuad place In the Canadian political tandscape, new forms of citizen mobilization apainst the
govemment such as in Quebac city, continued movement toward First Nations self povernment and
a host of other matters, the need to examine (not simply ‘navel gaze') the origing, meaning, and
impact of Canadian political values is great. This course is such an examination including questions
of Canadian political culture, polilical soctalization, and political participation.

Beginning with an examination of the basic values of Canadian democracy and 1he nature of the
Canadian ideniity, the course proceeds to examine the cleavages within Canadian society including
aconsideration of English-Frenc h relations, regronalism, ¢lass, race and gender from the perspective
of basic vatue differences and similanties

Proceeding from this base of political culture, the process by which Canadians leamn or acquire their
political erientations is examined in detail. The processes of socialization from youlh to adulthood
as well as the importance of family |, education, and other agents of socialization in tramsmitting
pohiical values is detarled.

Finally, the major political consequences or behavieurs associated wilh pelitical cultureand politcal
socialization are addressed. Dealing primarily with palineal participation, this section of the course
outlines both 'mainstream’ panticipation as well as the participation diMerentials expenence by those
outstde of the dominant pawer proupings in Canadian sacicty using women and ethno-cultural
minarities as the primary ‘cases’ bere of new social movements. . In shott, the eourse addresses
three central guestions:

a) What is the nature of the Cunadian polilical deniiy?
(Pollial Cultuee - Section 1}
b} How do we oblain this identity 7
{Polincal Socialization - Section (I)
¢} What are the consequences of this idenlity on the polifwal system and on
individuals within the system'?
(Political Partieipatian and Exclusion - Seciion (11




Ohjectives:
The primary objectives of |his course are -

a) the learming of fundamental principles, lheories, and generalizations regarding political
culture, socialization and participation with specific application to the Canadian experience

by gxining facival knowledge {terminalogy, methods, classifications, and trends) relative 1o
political culture, socialization, and participation in Canada.

Course Requirements:

Component Weight [ale
Uit Test | (Pohtical Culture) 25% 31 May
Unit Test 2 {Socialization) 25% 7 Jupe
Uit Test 3 (Participation and Cumulative) 25%, 14 June
Research Paper/Project 25% June 18

NOTE: Students contemplating a major research project bevond the norm for
a course of this nature ¢an discuss alternative weighting schemes with the instructor
early en in the semester,

Grading:
All grades will be calculated as percentapes and recorded on the 9 point scale for use by GPRC. AU
students may have their final grades submitted 10 AL in percentage form.

Texts:

The foltowing texs are tequired and available in the Colleye bookstore, While many of the readings

are from these teats, s number of readings have also been placed on reserve in the library and for will
be distnbured.

Daved Bell, The Roots of Dusunigy- A Study of Canadian Political Cylfure {tevised ed ) (Toronta:
Qxford, |992).

Dwson, Prewilt, Dawson, Polilieal Scaalizalion, {Boslon: Little Brown, 19847,




Tl

A Note on Term Papers:

Mormally, term papers in this course will be i the 13-17 page range (including diagrams and data
where used) although no formal maximum or minimum aumber of words is set. Papers will be
accepled for gradig if and only if they are typed, double spaced, and in proper form. Late PEpers
will receive a reduced prade. Possible topies will be distributed und students will be required to
present their outlines and thesis statement [n class no laler than MAY 31,

A Note on Data Bases and Information Availability:

Urande Prairie Regional College houses a mumber of data bases which are directly relevant to this
course. In particular, data 15 available from both pational and local election studies a5 well as from
partiguiar studies which examine altitudes amang mainstrean and nunoty populations in the local
area pertalning W power, race relations, multicultural policy and related matters. This national and
local data will be used to illustrale concepls throughow the course. In addition, students are
encouraged |o consult with the instructor regarding the use of such data for their term papers.

A Note on Participation

All examinations are take-home and will be disteibuted at the start of the unit. Each day, ot least one
ar mare of the examination questivng will be addressed in some fashion, Crroup discussion and
participation, while not formally praded, will be essential ta salisfactory performance in the course,
Attendance is not optional,




LECTURE OUTLINE AND READINGS LIST

Students are responsible for all required readings (marked with an asterisk (*)} as well as lecture
matenals and the occasional handout, The recommended readings provide, m all cases, more in-
depth analysis than the required readings and should be consulted when more information on a
specific lopic is peeded, Reserve readings are numbered and avsilible from the circulation desk in
the Library. Additional and/ar replacement readinin g5 may, from time to time, be assigned, Lecture
dates are approximale.

The lectures will generally be keyed directly 1o the required readings but deal with poims of
comlention and examples and simply highlight the basic concepts which are covered in the readings.
To make the most productive use of class time for discussion, clarification, and elabaration, it is
exsential that siudents complete the required readings prior to the class in which they are covered.

PART I: POLITICAL CULTURE
This seclion of the course deals with the concept of political cullure and details the major elements
of the political culiure of Canada. In this confext, major theories of palitical cullure, the nature of

the Canadian fdentity. and issues such as regionalism, Quebec distinctiveness, and political
subeultures (non-mamstream} are dealt with.

Lecture I: tntroduction: A Conceptual Overview of the Place of Folitical Culture in Political
Science and Canadian Polities

"Bell, Preface and Introduction
Lecture 2: Major Theories and Typologics of Political Culture:

A) Theory:
*Bell. Chapler 1

B} Typologies and Formative Events:
*Bell, Chaplers 2, 1

Lecture 3: Quebec: Svciety, Culture, or Nation”
*Bell, Chapter 4

Lecture 4: Regional, Ethnic and Class Cleavages in Canada




*Beli, chapters 5, 6

Lecture 5: Discussion—The Interplay of Cleavages and the Rise of the Post-Modera State -
Government Versus the People in Democracy

“Inglehart, "Post-Materialism in an Environment of Insecurity” (1o be distributed )

SECTION 11: POLITICAL SOCIALIZATION

[n this section, theories of political socialization are adilressed in detail with particular reference to
the learning of "civic’ attitudes of parlicipation within the cxisting political system. This leaming of
misinstream orientations is discussed wilh reference lo first 1o |ifa ty¢le theories inoluding cornitive
development, social leaming, social role, and paycheanalytic models as applied to a political context
anad Farer with specific reference 1o the various agenls of socialization such 5 famil ¥, media, formal
education, and peers. Contextual variables such as class, region, and ethnic onigin are then
intreduced as potentially potent influences on the content of socralization,

Lecture 6: Political Culture, Secialization and Valuyes

A) Political Yalues an d Participation in Canada
Mishler, "Political Particspation” (1o be distributed)

B} The Place of Political Socialization in Political Culture and Opinion Formation

Dawson, Prewit, and Dawson ch 1.2, 3

Lecture 7: Theories of Political Socialization: Life Cyeleé Phenomenon:

NOTE: The required readings for this ¢lass are complicated. Allocate at least S hours
to mastery of this content. Theése readings are ESSENTIAL. Failure (o adequately
prepare for this class will mean that vou are absolutely lost for much of the remainder
ol the course 1111

¥¥E0rum, "Political Socialization” (To be distributed)
*Dawsng, Prewilt, and Dawson, ch 4, 5.0
Lecture 8: Agents of Socialization and Conditioning Variables

A) Apents
Dawsan, Prewit, and Dawsonch 7, & . 10




B) Class, Strata, Gender, and Ethnicity: Impacts on Socialization

*Stacey, "Political Socialization and Social Class” {1t be distributed)
Dawson, Prowill, and Dawson ch 9

lecture 9t Discussion— Differential Impacts and Processes of Socialization in Society:
Hegemony, Dominant Ideology, and Intervention
Dawson, Prewilt, and Drawson ¢h 11

SECTEON I PARTICIPATION - MAINSTREAM AND ‘MARGINAL®

Thie section examingés the phenomenon of political partieipation first from the perspective of the
majorily or mainsticam of sociely and sccond from the perspeclive of women and ethno-cultural
minorities as examples of groups which, in many ways, have been or secm o have been
systematically excluded from political power in Canadian sociely. The question here is then to what
exient is the ‘dominant' cultuwe of participation and the associated political values of democracy
unrversal across subculiures and, equally importantly, applicd across ‘subcultures,  Additional
readings will be assigned and topics may vary depending on student interest.

Lecture 10: Participation: i /WEM / /‘(j Ao /&,{&ﬁ?{:‘_

*Mishler, "Participation and Democracy” (1o be distr buted)
ﬁﬂ'ﬁtﬁrﬂ;’ jﬂ{;ﬂfﬁa-j:-—-"f P iy~
Lecture [1: Differentials: Explaining Minrgimalizstion Yk a0, sy

b ¢ 7

Simard, "Visihle Minonties and the Canadian Political System” (tentatjv
tevitle and Gibbins, "Gender and Feminism" (tentalive)
Mevitte and Gibbins, "Minorities on the Idcological Landscape” (tentative)

Lecture 12: Challenging the System: <PV~ 7 am 2 /gffﬁfﬂﬁ i

Stasiuliz and Abu-Laban, “Party Politics and Ethnic Minocily Activism" (bermifl ve)

Lecture 13: New Elites, Old States, and the Future of the Canadian ldEntiti{'s/
4 e q e . d _."’J
“Mishles, "The Prospects of Democratic Citizenship" (lemtative) ..
*Bell, Conclusion




