SER
GRANDE PRATRIE REGIONAL COLLEGE '3 2
A.C.E.: PSYCHOLOGY

THE FUTURE? BRING IT QM|
{(You want some o' cthia?)

PY 1040 A2 Basit Psychological Processea, Fall, 2002
Lecture Perjod: M, W: B:30 - 9:5(0

Inatructor; Dr. Brace BGalenza

Telephone: 539 - z904

E-mail: boalenzaggpre.ah.ca

office: (303

OEfice Hours:r TR: 2:00-12:00; M: 1:00-3:00: W: 10:00-1%:00

REQUIRED TEXT: Hasszan, Saul (20010, Paychology {(3rd ed),
Frentic= Hall.

We will nobt follow the text chapter by chaptber, Topics will
be introduced in the lecrutes and students are expected ta find
and read the topice in the text. Extra readings will be
recognized, going beyond lécture material will be rewarded.

THE COURSE: This course is designed as an introductory course in
peycnoloay for freshmen, and will give students an understanding
of themaelves through the study of the basic CoOncepts,

principles, theoriea and methods used in the scientific atudy of
human behaviour, Thiz coures will examine concepts of the human
experience from ten of the major perapectives of peychology,
Toward the goala of expanding arudents® horizons of self
knowledge, this course will induce students te begin the lif=-
long procesa of getting to know Chemselves, and starting to
create themselves,

GOALS: This course may be different Evom almost any other course
you have over taken. There will be no memorizing meaningless
lists of facts or definitions; students must learn the material,
organize 1t for themselves so that they understand it, and apply
it to their own lives such that they can reflect upon how Lhese
principles hawve heen at work creating the peopls that they are
now. Further, students are required to develop the skille of
diseusaing, both through written and verbal communication, their
kiipwledge of course material.

Pleasa be aware that your normal strategies for prassing
clagses may not work here, and new smtrategies may have to be
developed; do so guickly, There are 10 minog BUNMATY papers (2-3
pages minimum, typad and double spaced) are assigned, and a Final
examination.




QBJECTIVES {How the papers will be marked} :
As a result of taking this course, students will demonsttate the
ahality bto:

l. detine and explain the thecriea, concepts, principles, and
peraspeccives listed bkelow in thelir own words.

2. pive practical examples from Lleir own lives as to how these
concepls and principles have been at work to develop the persons
they are now.

3. develop the zskills =of gtructuring, organizlng and
interrelating knowledge of these perspectives, not Simply a rote
liating of details and defipitions, a2 demonstrated by writing
structured, organived, related, ioterrelaced, and applicable
summary papers and Laking part in class discuzeion,

1. begin to develop Lhe skills of evaluation of the concepts and
principles of these perspectives on the hasiz of how well Ehey
degscribe and explain the students' behaviour and that of others,
by using higher order cognitive skills of independent thought,
logic, reasen and data., rather than relying on authoritcy,
tradition, emotion, personal feslinga, or personal experiences.

5. express themselves in written and verbal form using higher
academic standards of grammatically corrvect and properly spelled
Standard Engliab.

COURSE CONCEPTE, PRINCIPLES AND PERSPECTIVES-
I. T &M WHAT 1 D,

1., Animistic and mechanistic perspectives, Behaviourism,
environmental determinism, reflexes, learning, Pavlov's classical
conditioning, conditioned and wneenditioned stimuli and responae,
agscalation, acquisition, extinction, stimulus generalizatien and
diseriminaticon [(chapters 1, 2 and 5.

2. Behavicuriam, environmental determinism, learning, Skinner's
operant conditioning, the thres tepm contingency, reinforcement
and punishment, extincticn, stimglus generalizatien and
dizcrimination, positive and negabive contlngencies, stimulus
control {chapter 5).

4. Mature, genetic transference and variability, natural
selection, evolution, genstic determinism of behaviour, Wilson's
gocio-biclogy, animsl parallels, hiobehaviourism, nature with
mirture (chapters 2 and 3.

4. Tritical thinking, the poientific perapéctive, theories versus
opinicns, evaluation of theories, operaticnal definitionsa,
meEasurement, description, correlation, contralled
experimentation,




Opticns: a) Evaluate any theory covered to date using the
criteria of a theory or weing logic and evidence, b} Discuss how
principles of sclence [(thepry and evidence) are uged in
pesychoelegy. o) Degign & controlled experiment that would teat a
procdiction of any discusasd Ligeory {chaprer 1),

I1. T AM WHAT I FEEL

5. Mobivabicon, Hull, Maslow, external wversus intrinsic, McClellan
tchapter EB).

&. Emotion, nature and nurture @ontributions, Darwin's reflexive
theory, James-Langes, Schachter and Singer's two factor theory
(chapter 9.

IIT. I AM WHAT ¥ THIMK,

7. Bensation and Perception: sight, audition, discriminarion of
quantity and quality, neural ending (chapter 2 and 3),

§. Bandura's social learning theory, internal symbollic
representation, medelling, reciprocal determinism {chapter 5.

2, Atkinaon and Shiffrin‘'as information procesaing theory,
intelligence, models of human information processing, sensary,
zhort, and long term storages, structures and procéesses,
metacognition (chapter €) .

1¢, Schema theory, prototypes, sterectypes, frames, story
soheman, scripts, person schemas, =alf schemas (chaptera 4, &,
and 7).

IV, I &AM WHAT I AM

Final Exam: The Big Ploture; what is pevchology, what dees it

seek to do, how does ir do ic, how well does it sucrasd (chapters
1 thraugh 2.

COUREE OUTLINE:

Sep 4 Orientation

gep 9-11 Classical Conditioning
Sep 18 Faper L gue,

Baup 16-18 Operant Conditioning
Eaep 25 Papar f2 dus,

Sep 23-25 Sacip-biolegy

Oce 2 Paper #3 due.




Sep 30-0ct & Critical Thinking

ek 21 Paper #4 due,

Lok 16-21 Motivation

Dok 238 Paper #$5 «due,

Dot 23-23 Emat1on

Mow 4 Paper H#6 due.

Ozt 3I0-Nov 4 Beneation-Perception
Wgnr 13 Paper #7 due_

Nowv 6-13 Soizial Learning Theoty
Morr 240 Paper 18 dus.

How 18-20 Informaticn Frocessing
How 37 Papar #2 due.

Now 25-Dec Z Sahema Theory

Dec 4 Faper #10 due,

Dag 4 The Rig Picture

Bxam Day TBM

GENERAL COMMENTS:

There 13 so much more te learn than we can cover in our 1imited
clags time. Make the most of your college experience by reading
the text (and other sourceg) beyond what is ecalled Far in the
papera. It will alao make your papers all the more insightful,

ME preferred teaching acyle iz interactive lecture, derived Erom
the tLeaching philosophy that little is learned untll responses
are made {aither verbally or written).

I am extremsly available for student comsultation, and I will be
more than bappy to proef students' rough drafte and to further
dliscuss course material.

Late papers will be marked, but penalized 2 points per day. A=
adeguare time is allotted between the end of the unit and the due
date, no excuses obther than medical ar other Major emerdencies
will be accepted. Papers with spelling and grammatical errcrs
will be penalized. Papera with multiple errcre will be returned
unmariced .




ASSESSMENT: Ressarch paychology recognizes the autharity of, and
bapes its judgewents on, carefully collectad daba, as opposed o
wpinion, Lraditcion, or authority, In keeping with this
philosophy: rather thap me imposing my authority on winl and
telling you what you must know and fhen arhitrarily assigning
cut-off points for grades through non-standardirzed Ergats, wou as
a clase will inform me what yeou ave capable of, through my
careful measurement of your performance. Students will be
dgseaged according to their relative position within the class,
Thiz will be explained fully in the firset class period.

hsaesament will be based on the ten papers, sach weighted at
10%, Your lowest grade on your submitted papers will he droppad
from the ecaleulations (not including the final Big Picture exam
which 18 compulscry). Following the final grade assigumentcs,
students will be subjectively assessed for bonus points on the
basis of their involvement in, and conctvibutlons kg, the class.

A GENTLE WARNING: 3Some studenls try to copy work from textbooks
or other published writing and c¢laim it as their own. This form
of cheating is called plagiatism or theft of intellectual
property. This ia easy for me to spot; the differsnce in writing
style between undergraduates and professionals in immediately
abvious.

Ocher students may Lry to buy papers from the Internet, or
copy [rom cther studente, This is alsc sasy for me to spob, as a
purchased paper is invariably different in scape from the highly
specific requirements of this course. Further, it ean be seen
when the student shows no knowledge during clags discusaien of
what was in the paper that he or she has just gubmicted.

If you cheat, you will be removed from this claza, given a ™1+
for the term, and I will write a letker to the adminisrration
recommeniding you be suspended from college,




