GRANDE PRAIRIE REGIONAL COLLEGE 5P 19
PY1040: BASIC PSYCHOLOGICAL PROCESSES
Course Ouotline
Fall Semester, 2002-03

Instructor: Kendel Tang, Ph.Db. Conrse Credit Hours: 3 (UT)

Office Number: C427 ' Student Contact Hours: 3wk

Office Hours : J:00 — 4:30 pm, M W Delivery Mode: Lecture and Discussion
Office Phone Number; 539-2867

Email: tang@gpre.ab.ca

Course Description:

Basic Psychological Processes (PY1040) is a general mtreductory course in psychology. Tt is designed to
familiarize students with the terminology, concept, principles, research approaches, and ethics of the science of
behaviout and mental processes. Specifically, this course will examine the various theoretical approaches to
psychology, the sclentific methods used to study behaviour and (he mind, the relaionship between brain
processes and behaviour, the nature and processes of sensation, pereeption, consciousness, learning, memory,
cognition, language, motivation, and emotion, ,

This course will analyze the results of empirical studies that altempt 1o describe, explain, prediet, and control ar
influence behaviour with the ultimate goal of understanding human beings and enhancing humen functioning.
Emphasis will alsa be placed on leaming how psychologists and other professionals approach the study of basic
psychological processes. Stodents will also be encouraged to look for applications of psychological prineiples
m daily life and the impartance of psychology lo their future occupational endeavour,

Course Objectives:

The course 15 mtended to help students achieve the following objectives:

1. To differentiate the various approaches to psychology and their methods of studving behaviour and the mind.

2. To understand the relationship between various brain processes and behaviour as well as the methods used to
study brain funetioning,

3. To analyze the psychological processes of sensation, perception, consciousness, learning, mMEmOTY, cognition,
emotion, ahd motivation.

4. To onderstand the structure and fanction of langnage, the relationship between thought and langnage, and the
components of gritical and creative thinking,

3. To assume greater responsibility for one's own learning through active involvement in class activities and
COUrse assignments.

6. To develop an appreciation for the complexity of human behaviour and its underlying psyehological
processes.

7. To demonstrate some applications of empirically established psychological principles to dajly life,

Text:

Kassin, 8. 2001). Psvchology (3" ed.). Upper Saddle River, NI: Prentice-Hall, Inc.
(MNote: Use of the accompanying Study Guide is highly recommended.)




Grading System:
Seale Translation Approximate % Equivalent

G 90 - 100
g Excellent B - A
7 : 72-79
i Good 65 - 71
5 A7 -4
4 Pasgg 20 - 56
3 Failure 45 - 49
EE Failure 26 - 44
1 0-25
Marks in the course will be weighted as follows:
Midterm Exam P i R e P BRI M
Final Exam 5%
Typewritten Project® s s TOBG
Average of Chapter TS oo, 3%
Class Involvement {based mainly on test results, class
participation, assignments, and written or oral questions)....... 10%
Total: 100%

ADDITIONAL COURSE INFORMATION

Students will be held accountable for lectures delivered, readings assigned, and for any announcements that wil]
be made in class. [f any student is unable to attend a particular class, it will be his'her responsibilily to find out
what was missed. For optimal lsaming and readiness for class participation, students are expected to attend class
regularly (no less than 80% attendance) and to have read the assigned chapter before coming to class o the date
indicated on the timetable. Past class records show that very rarely can a grade of § be obtained by @ student
with less that §0% class attendance, Similarly, 2 student can rarely obtain a grade of 5 with less than 50% class
attendance.

Due to limited class time, not everything in the assigned chapter readings can be discussed in class. Students are
responsible for ensuring that they understand the contents of the assigned chapters by further discussing the
material with the instructor and/or with fellow students outside of class time. Tests and exams will cover
information presented in the lectures (which may or miy not be found in the textbook) and material discussed in
the textbook (which may or may nol be covered in the lectures), This is intended to develop independen)
learning, which is expected of mature leamers. Students are strongly encouraged to seek clarification of facts,
concepts, and principles that they find difficult to comprehend by asking the instructor even outside of class
fitne.

If 2 student foresces that he/she will be unable to wrile an exam or a test at a scheduled time due 1o illness or an
cmergency, the student should notify the instructor as soon as possible, preferably one day in advance. A
message may be left on the instructor’s voice mail {335-2867) together with the phone number where the
student may be reached to armange for an altermative date to write the test, i feasible, Failure to notify the
instructor will result in a grade of zero for the test that was missed. If a student is unable to write the final exam
at the scheduled time because of illness or emergency, hedshe should notify the instructor in advance and submit
an application 1o the Registrar's office for permission to write a deferred exam (sce the College calendar, TE:
deferred exams). Students are strongly advised against making any plans that will prevent them from writing
tesls or exams on the scheduled dates. Nommally, a note from a doctor s required to wrile a re-scheduled test, if



illness is the reason for the student’s inability to write the ori ginally scheduled test.

Students are encouraged to see the instructor after elass in his office or in the hallway to talk about any concems
or to further discuss the course material. Appointments may be arranged outside of posted office hours, No
appointment is necessary to see the instructor during office hours, It is important to know that the instructor is
the students” ally in the leaming process.

Please keep this course information sheet for future referen ce.

Student's Record of Test Marks: Test ] Test 2 Test 3

Midterm Exam Final Exam

*Note Regarding the Typewritten Project:

This project congists of an application of a psychological principle to daily life. The observed behaviour, past or
present, one's own or someons clse's, a human’s or an animal’s, should be described and then explained as 1o
why it eceurred or is occurring using a psychological or leaming principle discussed in the course. [f space
permils (approximately two pages, double-spaced, excluding the tifle page and the reference page), prediction
and control of the observed behaviour may be included in the paper. In other words, state how one can predict
the future oceurrence of the observed behaviour and how it cag be changed or controlled. Your paper should
have a cover page containing the title of the paper, the name of the course, the name of the callege, your name
and the date of submission. The body of the paper should have the following side headings: Description of the
Behaviowr, Explanation of the Behaviour, Prediction of the Behaviour, and Control of the Behaviour. The last
1wo side headings are optional. Use of the APA (American Psychological Association) format for citations,
quotations and references is required. The APA Publication Manual is available in the College library. The
mstructor will also explain the APA format in elass. Further assistance s available at the Wniting Centre. Do
nOT use any cover on your paper, Just staple the pages together.

Students are expected 1o know their responsibilities and rights regarding plagiarism and cheating as stated on
page 37 of the College calendar.



TIMETABLE
PY 1040-23
FALL SEMESTER, 2002-03

TOPICS TESTS, PAPER, AND EXAMS
Sept.5-12 Chapler 11 Imroducing Psvehalogy and Its Methods
Appendix: Statistics m Psychological Research
[ 7-24 t‘hﬁpler 2 Behavioral Neuroscience
Test 1. Sepl 26 {Thur.)
on chapters | & 2
. {50 min,)
Oct, 1 -8 Chapter 32 Sensalion and Perception
Oct. 18- 17 ;:‘hapler 4: Consciousness
Midterm Exam: Oct. 22 (Tye.)
on chapterz | - 4 and the
Oct, 24 - 29

Oct. 31 = Mo, 5

Mov. 7-14

1928

Lo
&
tad
e

Dec, 9-18

NOTE: The final cxarn will

This timetable is tentafive and subject to chan ge. Fulure changes
announced in class in consultation with the students present,

Appendix {80 min.).
Chapter $: Learnng

Chapter 6: Memory

Test 2: Nov, 12 (Tue.). on
chapters 5, & & .

Chapter 7: Thought and Language

Chapter % Motivation

Test 3; Nov. 28 (Thur.) on
chapters 7 & & |

Chapler 9: Emotion

Project Due Date: Dec. 3 (Tue.)

Penalty for Latensss- 5% per dav
FINAL EXAM PERIOD Final Exam : The date will he
posted by the
Reyistrars Office

include all assigned chapters and lecture materials, The time limit is 3 hours.

to this timetable will he



