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RPT10:2 BEHAVIOURAL AND FUNCTIONAL ASSESSMENT

Fall 2002
Credits:

Times:

Location:

Instructor:
Oiffice:

Phone:
Email:

Office Hours:

scplember 9. 2002 to December 4, 2002
3 (45 hours)

Mondays and Wednesdays
S30 aam. - 950 d4.om.

H21]

Marsha C, Zalik
H2 30
3392894

mzalilia gpre.ab.ca

Mondays LE0G - 1200
2:00 - 3:30
Wednesdays 2:00 - 3:3

Should these time prove inconvenient, students can make
appoantments or drop in at other times.

COURSE DESCRIFTION

This course introduces stodents 1o the field of Applied Behaviour Analvsis. The wide variety of
sitvations in which & behavioural approach can be useful s discussed. The course then provides
students with knowledge and practice of bosic assessment skills essential toa behavioural
upproach. Skills developed in RPT102 will be applied in RP1207 where students learn to take a
behaviourul approach to helping people develop skills and competencies that will enbance their

quality of life,

CLASS FORMAT

Classes will use a vadety of formats. There will be small group work, class discussions, mini-
lectures, and & variety of other activities designed to promote active learning of the course

comfernl,



Student participation in learning activities will be a vital component of this course, According 1o
Edgar Dale’s (University of Texas) research, we tend to remember 1% of what we read, 20% of
what we hear, 30% of what we see, 50%% of what we hear and sée, 70% of what we say und 90% of
what we both say and do. Stralegies promoting active leaming are, therefore, integral to delivery
ol this course and leamers are expected 1o come o classes prepared. with assipned readings
completed, in order to be able o fully benefit from classroom Jearning activities.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

Upon completion of the course students will demonstrate writtén andfor practical competencies in
the topie arcas listed below.

Muodule 1
L. Introduction to.a Behavioural View of Leaming
1L Purpose of Assessment

[11. Behavioural Assessment Methods

1; Describing behaviour
P Types of behavioural assessment
- Self-report iInventories
- Cheeklists & rating scales
- selfrecording
- Maturalistic observation
Muodule 2

I Dramn Collection

Incidence reports (ABC analysiz)
Anecdotal reports

Defining behaviour

Behavioural measurement

- permanent product recording
- event recording

= mterval recording

- time sampling

T daration recording

- lateney recording

O e




Maodule 3
L Drata analysis

1. Reliability

2 Summartzing dala
- data conversion
- graphing

II. Raseline

I,  Behavioural Objectives

REMIIRED TEXTS:

Alberto, Paul A and Troutman, Anne C. (1999) Anplied Behaviour Analysis for Teachers, 5% ed..
Columbas, Ohio: - Charles Memil] Publishing Company.

Prvor. K (1999) Don’t Shoot the Dog. 2™ ed.. Toronto: Bantam

Crther assigned readings:

Texts will be supplemented by other assipned readings which will be available either on
WebCT, on the World Wide Web, or on reserve in the likary.

REFERENCE TEXTS:

There are many texts written on Applied Behaviour Analysis: Many are available in the librry,
Sometimes it's helpful 10 look up a context with which vou are having difficulty in another boak,
Another author may explain it in a way which vou find maore helpful. Here is-a list of some of the
books you may find helphul,

Ballack, Alan 8. and Hersen, Michael (1985 } Dictionary of Behaviour Therapy Techiiigues.
New York: .Persamon Press

Malott. R W.. Malott, MLE,, and Trojan, E.A. Elementary Principles of Behaviour 4" ed. Upper
Saddle River, New Jersev: Prentice Hall '

Martin, Gary, and Pear, Jogeph, (1996) Behgviour Maodification: What it Iz and How To Do It 5
ed.. Englewnod Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentice Hall Ine,




Spicgler, Michuel D, and Guevremaont, Bavid C. (1993) Contemporary Behavior ] herapy. 2™ ed.,
Pacitic Grove, California: Brooke/Cole Publishing Company

Thorpe, G.L. and Dlson. S.L. (1997) Behavior Therapy: Concepts. Procedyres, and
Applications. 2™ ed. Toronto: Allyn and Bacon

USEFUL WER SITES

There is a vast amount of Applied Behaviour Analysis material on the web, Below are listed Just
afew of the sites you might find useful. You will find these links and ethers on WebCT:

Lach site has links 10 numerous others.  You are encouraced to spend some time surfing and
exploring, Much of the material on the web i3 writlen by parents, for parents of children with
autism, Often there are explanations of concepts we are covering in this course, You may find they
help vour understandimg of course material,

Note! Tf you find a site that is particularly helpful to youw. it would be appreciated i o would
email the url 10 the instructor.

Cambridge Center for Behavioral Studies Hittpstiwwne behavior org!
The glossary of terms on this site i3 particularly well dope. [U'sa great place to Iook if vou
are having diffienlty understanding a definition or explanation of a behavioural term in vour
assigmed reading,

Athabasea University Behavioural Resources  hup:!paveh athahasean cof Thimlaupedba, shiml

B.F. Skinner Foundation hitpeifwwew bfskinner org/
There is a tutorial on this site. Y'ou must register at the sile 10 access it

Teaching Fuzz hitpeifepsyeh mestate.edu/adaplive/Puzafuys
Applet.himl

Thisis ananimation that Iets you practice reinforcement and punishment us you teach “Fuzz”
to dowhat you want him to do, [t's fun!

Positive Reinforcement Tutorial

Schedules of Reinforcement httpa s waww. ahs.cqgu eduan/pevspe/unite!533
DR/ 1990 readine s ™ Week S him

What Is Behaviour Analysis

Writing Behavioural Objectives




STUDENT EVALUATION

(]

Participation and Learning Journals (30%)

This coursewill emphasize use of active leaming sirateries, Active leaming hias been shown
1o be more eflcetive than lecture in promoting learming, However. an active hearnin g
classroom cannot work unless students participate fully.  Students’ success in this course
will, therefore, depend 1o a large degree on the extent to which they participate on an ongoing
Biasig throvghout the semester.

Evaluation of participation will be based on a variety of indicators including attendance,
preparation for classes, contributions to in-class group work, contributions to class
disenssion, cte. The details {eriteria) of how participation will be assessed will be worked
out collaboratively by students and the instructor in the first class of the semester.

In preparation for class, students will oficn be asked to complete short cxercises, answer
gquestions, and provide brief reflections in their learning journals,

Assisnments  (409%)

There are 4 assipnments that require students to apply course theary. Fach assignment is
worth H% of your final grade

1; Behavioural principlesin real life

2 Anecdotal report and analysis
3 Reécording behaviour
4. self-management (assessment only)

Tests  (30%%)

Uhere will be & test at the end of each miodule.
Each test 15 worth 109 of vour final grade,
Thiz course has we final exam,



