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GRANDE PRAIRIE REGIONAL COLLEGE
COMMUNITY REHABILITATION PROGRAM

RPZ40G PRACTERCUM
COURSE OUTLINE
WINTER 2002
SEMINAR: Japuary 9, 2002 10 April 10, 2002

Luogation: A304
On-line (WebCT)

I, The bulk of seminar will take place on the diseussion board on the
course WebCT site. Students are expected to post their experiences,
reflections, concerns; and questions about their Practicum experiences
al least once a week. Students are also expected to respond to posts
from classmares.

From time to time the instructor will post questions 1o whicli all
students are expected to respond. Responses o classtates posts will
be expected as well,

Students are reminded that information about the people with whom
they work is HIGHLY CONFIDENTIAL and a5 such must not be
diseussed or repeated outside of the seminar. Access to the course
website is password protested and may. therefore, be used for posting
confidential information,

2, Seminar meetings will be held monthly, providing a forum for face-to-
tace discussion of Practicum experiences.

Mectings will be held in room A304 on the [ollowing dates.

January 9
February 6
harch 6
April 3
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FIELD EXPERIENCE: January 14, 2002 1o Aprl 5, 2002,

Location: Each student sall be assigned to-an agency serving people with

developmenty] disabilities,

Time: Tuesday & Thursday atternoons & all day Friday {or as set by the agency).
Instructors: [eity Barton Office: H229
Phone: 539-2892 {office)
email: bbarton @lppre.ab.ca
Dally McArthur. Office: H204
Phone: 5302787 (office)
email: dmearthunfigpre.ahica
Marsha Zalik Office: H230
S30-9R04 (uTice)
email: Please use the

Prevequisites: All RP first vear courses

Webl T course
site for email:



Course Description

Practicum consists of ficldwork in an agency providing services to people who have
developmental disabilities. Practienm i= decignpd 1o enable students 1o spply the
theories, principles, and techniques studied in the classroom to the practical setfing,
Pracucum also provides students \he opportunity to learn more about the nature and
scope of services provided to individuals with developmental disabilities.

The Seminar component provides a forum for students to reflect and explore issucs
related to the field of (rejhabilitation, their studies and their Practicum CXPETICNCES.

A partion of each seminar will focus on discussion of Practicum experiences, Students
are expecied to bring comments related to the highliphts of their experience, what they
learncd, and what they need to leam in preparation for their next Practicum.

Semimnar, both on-line and face-to-face, also provides students the apportunity to assist
cach other with the completion of programming andfor ecologieal inventory assignments,
{sze below)

Course Format

Students are expected to work two afternoons and ene full day a week (approximate] ¥ 13
hours per week). Actual hours will vary slightly depending on the nature and strecture of
the agency and the services it provides. Students will be responsible for the
inplementation of agency services and are not expected to take responsbility for
decisions regarding program planning and design with the exception of the programiming
assignment (se¢ below). Regular visits by an instructor will be scheduled approximate]y
every two Weeks with the student and agency supervisor throughout the Practicum,

Course Ohjectives

Students will:
It Become familiar with the nanire and scope of the apency’s programs and services,
X Develop a positive rapport swith people served by the apency on an individual

andfor sroup hasis.

3 Develop effectiveness as a team member with agency staff,
4, Dremonstrate responsible and professional attitudes and bebaviour,
5. Become familiar with the individual service planning process utilized by the

AgEnCyY,
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Agsist in the implementation of exisling programs designed to achieve
individuals' gpoals.

Apply theory to practice in the following arens;
a) interpersonal skills

&) values

c} behavioral skills

d) health issues

Develop and implement & plan to meet relevant personal learning objectives that
have becn developed by the student for him/herself.

Express points of view, feclings, concerns and reflections regarding courses,
Practicum experiences, and issues in the field of (rejhabilitation.

Examine and discuss strategies relevant to the facilitation of com munity
participation of citizens who have developmental disabilities,

Evaluate their performance on Practioum and work with their classmates to
develop strategies for improvement.

Take a leadership role in posting issues for discussion on-line,

Course Requirements:

1. Mandatory Attendance

2. Reflective Journals

A Journal is a writing exercise that has a degree of openness with respect to form
and ¢ontent. [t is & private record of how students feel about, and make serse of.
their learning while on Practicum.

Journals are used to:
Connect course concepts and technigues to new experiences,

Connect course concepts and techniques o past experiences.
Develop reflective praclice skills,
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students will be provided with a hardeover notebook in which to record their
observations, thoughts. feelings, and reflections on their Practicum experiences
and on their progress toward meeting the course objectives, 1t is important o take
timeé each week to wiite in journals, (Student should write only on the lefl side of
the open book.)



Journals are to be submitted to your Practicum faculty supervisor weekly,
Faculty supervisors will provide feedback on the right side. and return journals to
the students’ mailboxes, When the Faculty sipervisor asks for further refleciion,
thoughts, or opinions from students, use the right side of the journal 1o respond.

s Personal Objeetives (sclf-assessment and personal growth)

Students must develop two personal objectives relating to performanee on
Practicum, (objective #8)

Include

a) a statement-of your personal ohjcctive
b} a plan for accomplishing the objective
) evidence you will use to determing if you have accomplished the ohjective

3 Ecological Inventory

An Ecelogicul Inventory Discrepaney Analysis miist be completed in either
RPZ306, or RP2406. If you de not have a copy of the assignment guidelines,
please ask your faculty supervisor for one.

4. ABA. Programming Assignment

An Applied Behavior Analysis progrim designed to INCREASE a behavior or to
TEACH a new skill must be completed in either RP1206, RP2306 or RP2406. I
you do not have a copy of the assignment guidelines, please ask vour faculty

supervisor for one.
5 Field Placement Evaluation

Agency personnel complete a Practicum Evaluation Form for éach student they
SUpCTVISE.

Faculty evaloate students bused on ohservations of streneths and needs in the
field, journal entries, and seminar input. The extent to which the student uses
supervision 10 maximize learning will be taken into aceount in the faculty
evaluation. Students are expected to prepare for faeulty supervision visits with
specific issues and materials they wish 1o address.

Grading System

This is a eredit/non-credit course. Successtul completion of the Practicum requires thal
the student be credited with suceessfil completion of ALL assignments and evaluations.



