SOCTOLOEY 1000

INTRODUCTORY SOCIOLOGY &
FALL 2001-02 - ‘-'J‘}
Inatructor: Cawald 5. Warner ﬁ
Time/Place: Mons., & Weda., 8.30-9.50am Room: D308

Qffica Hoursg: Fridays l-4dpm Room: C404
FPhona 539-259%
email: owarnerdgpre.ab.ea

Description:

This course is a general introduction te sociological cheory
and practice. In it, we examine the basic forms of social
processes and social structure where emphasis is placed on
sociological perspectives and sociclogical theory; the nature and
analysis of socializatien, group life, and systems of
stratification; and the workings of the major social institurions
in modern socisty., A decided focus of this course will be to use
sociglogical theory and practiece to locate as well as understand
our social experiencesg.

Overview of Course Objectives:

In addition to acquiring specific knowledge, learners should
galn some specific skills in this course. All courees you have
been expesed to so far have a built-in bias, as dees this course.
Having an alteérnative way to analyze avents helps learners to
build their critical thinking skills. In this course, we would
therefore challenge common assumptions by formulating guestions,
identifying and weighing appropriate evidence, and reaching
reagoned conclusions.

However, you do not have to believe sverything you vead or
hear in this course, Butb, you do need ta learn the perspectives
and theories and learn the strengths and weaknesses of bthe ideas.
Disagresment is therefore welcomed, so long as it is educated
digsagreement. We all have opinicns, but we need to find cut how
they svack up against social facta, Feel free te debate points,
but recognize that debates will ultinately be won based on
efmpirical data, rather than feelings.

Readings:
The reguired readings:

Macionis, John J., 8. Mikael Janason, and Cecilia M. Benoit.
2002. Society: The Basics, (2™ Canadian Ed_}, Toronto,
ON: Pearson.

Gccasional short handouts which learners are respansible for
reading and underscanding.




The readings are manageable and learners are expectad Lo
reéad assigned readings in advance of the dates they are listed
for discussion.

Format:

Mozt lectures will supplement the readings, Learners are
encouraged Lo bring guestions about the readings, issues raised
by the readings, ete, to the attention of the class for answer,
discussion, and/or debate.

The lecture focrmat presumes interruption by learners to
discuss, question, demand clarificaticn, ete. Likewise you should
feel free to demand the instructor slew down, explain, or do
anything elge you need to understcand the lecturee. Learners are
responeible for knowing all material presented in class, as all
ars testable material.

Examg ;
There will be three myltiple choice examination which will

amount to 75% of your grade,

Theme Papers:

You will have bte submit four (4) theme papers based on the
readings in the text and/or handouts. You will pick a theme from
a week's reading and submit a ONE PAGE paper. This paper must
either be typed or wordprocessed, single spaced or double spaced
but MUST ONLY BE_ON ONE STDE g
HE TLESS THAN 400 WORDS. Note: Theme papers are to be submitted
before class begins on the dus dates.

The purpose of this assignment is to provide ol with an
Spportunity to think eritically about the courae readings and to
write an essay which synthesizes explanation and personal
reflection. I will be particularly interested in examples of
lived experiences each of you may have encountered. Please do
not fabricate. If there are no examples of lived experlences you
can present in your theme paper then da not bother.

Te reemphasize, the theme paper should involve (a) one theme
covered in the readings of the previcus week or weeks From the
1ast submigsion of a theme paper; and {b) provide a crirical
retlection in which vou explore your own thoughts, reactions, and
regponges Lo lived experiences which the course has made you see
in either a new or a different light. Your paper will alsoc be
graded for gemposition-here grammar, clarity and spelling will hbe
important.

Compositional Tips: KISS-Keep It Simply Simple: Present vour
points as simply as possible, Your paper can be sociolegically
strong and rigorous by writing in a simple style. Try to
summarize in your own words; aveid guotations when you can; do
not try to imitate the atyle of the author; write in YOUT owWn
volce. You should therefore write from Where You Are - From Your
Social Locatiom-From Your Lived Experiences-¥You can include your
feelings, emotions, and value positions. As we progress in the
course you would have a better understanding of this particular
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standpoint. However, revise the paper go that the prose is smooth
and the line of argument ig clear. Also, take the time to uze
dictionary or use spell check on your computer,

Theme papera due dates are fixed unless they are changed by
me. NO exceptions will be granted unlese in bthe case of erises or
emergencies. Should an emergency arise that would Prevent you
from submitting your paper on time or net at all, gaid situation
must be dacumented in writing to my satisfaction. Late work

gach day aof latensss.

Individual Participation:

Individual participation grades will be calculated based
upon attendance and involvement in eclass sessicns. Attendance 1ig
important not only to your final grade but alsc to Your
understanding of what iz being discussed, Therefore, I will from
time Lo time give simple guizzes [or curve busters) and these
would also be used as a measure of attendance, participation, and
understanding of course material and concepts, However, if an
occasion arises that necessitates your absence from class for a
day or a period of time, let me know in advance. T will arrange
with you to go over what vou have misaed during one of our offics
hours.

Grades:
Each examination is worth 25% of vour final grade. There are
4 theme papers and each is worth 5% of your final grade .

Examinations 75%
Thems Papers 20%
Participation 5%
Toral 100%

Coursge Policies:
l: Reconeideration of grades:

Learners who are not satisfied with their grades have the
option ef having their examination and thems papers re-evaluated,
However, the following stipulations apply:

a. Fequests for reconsideration must be made within one
week from the date that the graded paper was returned.

L. Learners must be certain why they disagree with my
grade. This is to ensure that I fully graap what you
have pressnted.

c. I will consider your arguments and re-svaluate Yo
paper, The grade will remain the same or it may 9o up.
IC will never be reduced but more times than kot it
will remain the same.




2: Academic behavior:

Tou will respect the rights of all members of the class
(instructer included.)

» This means no private gossip sessions during
lectura/discussion geasions rhat distrack sther

learners or prevent them from hearing the main
discussion going on.

« Thig alsoc means stating your opinions, ideas, and
1ssues in class in a way that does not offend sthers,

» This means being on time, ready to begin class on time,
as well as staying through the peried,

3: Ahcademic dishonesty:

You will not present the work of others as YOUr own. Any

incident of academic dishonesty or plagiariem will lead to a
failing grade.
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EYLLARYS

Date Topic Readings
Sepk. 5 Introduction/Course Cverview Note
Sept.10/12 Sociology: Perspettive, Theory & Method Ch. 1
Sept. 17/19 Socialization: Infancy te 9ld Age Ch. 3
Sept. 24 Theme Paper 1 Due
Sept. 24726 Groups & Organization & Exam Reviaw Ch. §
Oct 1 In-clase Essay Exam #1

All materials covered to date
Ocr, 3/10 Sexuality & Video Ch. 7
Got, 15/17 Social Stratification Ch. 85
Oect. 22 Thema Paper 2 Due
Dot, 22/24 Global Stratification Ch. @
Oot. 29731 Gender Stracification & Exam Review Ch. 1o
Mov., 5 In-class Eggsay Exam # 2

All materials covered to dates since Exam #1
Now., Tf1z2 Race & BEthnicikby & Video Bk 1Y
Now. 12 Theme Paper 3 Due
Mow, 14/19 Economics & Politics Ch, 12
MWov. 21/26 Edugation & Health Ch. 1a

Nov. 28/Dec.2 Population, Urbanization & Environment Ch, 15

Deg, 3 Theme Papesr 4 Due

Des,. 5 Social Change: ch: 16
Modern & Postmodern Socisties

Final Exam Eeviaw

Dec. 10-14 Final Exam Week
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