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SOMTOLOGY 1000 2y

INTRODUCTORY SO0CIQLOGY

FALL 2002
Instructor: Ugwald 5. Waiier, BSc., MLIR, Fh.u.
Time/Place: Tuea. & Thurs, 2.30-3._%0pm

Office Hours: Tuesa. & Thurs. 4-5pm Room: 404
Pheng H39-2995
email: owarnerfgprc.ab.ca

Dascription:
This course is a general introduction ro sociological thesry
and practice. In it, we examine the basic forms of social

processes and =2ocial structure where emphasiz ia placed on
sociclogical perspectives and scciolegical theory; the nature and
analysis of socialization, group life, and systems of
gtratificarion; and the workings of the major social institutions
in modern society, A decided forus of this course wiil bBe to use
sociological theory and practice to locate as well as underatand
our scCcial experiences,

Overview of Course Objectives:

In addition to acquiring specifie knowledge, learners should
gain some specific skills in thie course. All courses you Have
been exposed bs so far have a built-in biaz, as does this course,
Having an alternative way ta analyze events helps learners to
Fuild their critical thinking skills. In this course, we would
therefore challenge common assumptions by formulating gquestions,
identifying and weighing appropriate evidence, and reaching
reasoned conclusions,

However, you do not have to believe everything you read or
hear in this course. But, you do need to learn the perspactives
and theories and learn the strengths and weaknesszes of rhe ideas.
Disagreement is therefore welcomed, so Ilong as it i3 educated
disagreement. We all have cpinions, but we need to find oub how
they atack up against social facts. Feel Eree to dabate points,
but recognize that debates will ultimately be won based on
emplrical data, rather than feelings.

Readings:
The required readings;

Macignig, John J., &, Mikael Jansson, and Ceciliz M. Benoit.
3002, Society: The Basics, (2™ Canadian Ed.), Toronte,
DN : Pearson.

Gocasional short handouts which learners are responsible for
reading and understanding.

The readings are manageable and learners are expected to
read assigned readinge in advance of the dates thaey are listed
for digous=sion.




Format :

Most lectures will supplement the readings. Learners are
enosuraged to bring gquestionz sbout the readings, ispued raised
by the readings, etc. to the sttention of the Class for answer,
discngsion, and/for déebate.

The lecture format preaumes interruption by learners to
discuss, question, dewand clarificatien, etc.. Likewise, Yo
should feel free to demand the instructor slow down, explain, or
4o anything elge you need Lo underarand the lesctures. Learners
are responsible for knowing all material presented in clasa, as
all are testable material,

Exams :
There will be three multiple choice examination which will
amount bo 75% of your grade Inclusive aof a final exam.

Thems Papers:

You will have to submit Four (4) theme papers based on the
readings in the text and/cr handoukbs. You will pick a theme from
a week's reading and submit a QNE PAGE paper, This paper must
elther be Lyped or wordprocessed, single gpaced or double gpaced

bul MOST ONE SIDE OF A P EME PAPERS oT TO
BE LESS THAN 40 3. Mote: Theme papers are to be submitted

efore class beging on the due dates.

The purpose of tChis apsignment is to provide you with an
opportunity to think critiecally about the course readinge and to
write an essay which synthesizea explanation and perscnal
reflection. [ will be particularly interested in examples of
lived experiences =ach of yeu may have =sncountered. Please do
not fabricate, If there are no examplea of lived experiences you
ran present in your theme papsr then do not hother,

To reemphasize, the theme paper should involwve {a) one thema
covered in the readings of the previous week or weeks from the
last submission of 5 theme paper; and {b) provide a eritiesal
reflection in which you explore your own thoughts, reactions, and
vesponsed Lo lived experiences which the course has made you asee
either in a new or a different light. Your paper will also he
graded for eomposition-here grammar, clarity and spelling will be
important.

Compositional Tips: KISS-Keep It Simply Simple: Present vour
polnts as simply as possible. Your paper can be socioclogically
strong and rigorous by writing in a simple style. Try to
gunmarize in Your own words; avoid quotaticns when you can; deo
net try to imitate the style of the author; write in your own
voice. You ghould therefore write from Where You Are - From Your
Spcial Location-From Your Lived Experiencesa-You can include your
fealings, emctions, and value positionz. As we progress in the
couree you would have a better understanding of this particular
standpoinkt. However, revize the paper so that the prose la smeoth
and the line of argument is clear. Alsc, take thz time to use a
dictionary or use spell check on your computer.

Theme papers du= dates are fixed unless they are changsed by
me. NO exceptions will be granted unlesg in the case of crises or
emergencies. Bhould an emergency ariee that would pravent yol




Erom submitting your paper on time or not at all, said sitwation

must be documented in writing te my gatisfaction. Late work
soeived without a verified excuse will have a 0.5 deducted for

aach da Enegs . yi. E duction of 4. a
hems paperp less than 400 wosds, hAs such, you should provids a

deduction of 0. nvoelves theme papers that are not type r
wnrdgruggggggl

Individual Participation:

Individual participaticn grades will be calculated based
upon attendance and ipvolvement in class sessicns. Attendance ia
important net only to your final grade but alsc to Wour
understanding of what is being discussed. Therefore, I will from
time to time give simple quizzes (or ocurve busters) and thege
would also be used as a measure of attendange, participation, and
understanding of course material and concapks. However, if an
occaslon ari=zes that neceasitates your absence from class for a
day or a period of bime, let me know in advance. T will arrange
with you to go over what you have mlssed during one &f our office
houvrs

word count figure in vour eme paper. In addition, 8 fina
4o

Grades:

Three {(3)examinaticns sre worth 75% of vour final grade.
There are 4 theme papers and each ia worth 5% of vour final
grade. In order to guancify individual participation, a minimum
of four (4] Tcurve busters,” aimple questicns that are relevant
to the topic to be discussed and on which yvou will have rto write
on, will be given from time to time.

Examination Breakdown Grads
Exam 1 ' Z0%
Exam 2 25h%
Final Exam Io%
Four {4) Theme Papers 20%
Four “"Curve Busters" Participation D5%
Toral 10da%

Course Policieat
l: Reconsideration of grades:

Learners who are not satisfied with their grades have the
opticn of having their examination and theme papers re-svaluated.
However, the following stipulations apply:

a. Requests for reconsideration must be mads within one
week from the dace that the graded paper was returned.

L. Learners must be certain why they disagree with my
grade. This is to ensure that I fully grasp what va=1r
have prepented.




a. I will congider your arguments and re-evaluate your
paper, The grade will remain the same or it may 00 up.
It will mever be reduced but more times than nor it
will remain the same.,

2: Academic behavior:
Yol will respect the righta of all meémbers of tha olaga

pinstructor included |}

* Thiz means no privace gossip seasions during
lecture/discussion sessions that distract ocher
learners or prevenlk them Erom hearing the main

discussicn going on.

* Thie also means stating vour opinions, ideas, and
igsues in class in a way that does not offend cthers,

* This means being on Cime, tready to begin class on time,
as well as staying threugh the perlod.

3: Academic dishonesty:
You will not present the work of others as your own. Any

incident of academic dishgnesty or plagiarism will lead to a
tailing grade.
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BYLLABUZ
Date Topin Readings

Sept. & Introduction/Courae Ovarview Hores

Sapt. lo/lz2 Sociology: Ferspective, Theory & Method Ch. 1

Sept, 17419 Socializatlon: Infancy to 01d Age ch, 3
Sept. 24 Theme Paper 1 Tue
Bept. 24126 LGroups & Organization & Exam Review “h. &
ek In-class Essay Exam #1

2ll materials covered to dats
Qoc, 3/8 Sexuality & Video Th. 7
Cct. 10/15 Soclal Stratification Ch. &
Ooct. 17 Thems Paper 2 Dus
Ccoe. 17722 3locbal Stratification Ch, @
Dct. 24/29 Gander Stratification & Bxam Review Ch. 10
Do, 31 Face & Ebhnicity & Video Ch, i1
Howv. &
Now., 7 In-clagg Essay Exam # 2

All materials covered to dates since Exam #1
How. 12 Thame Paper 1 Dua
Mow, 12714 Economics & Politics Ch. 1z
Nowv, 18/21 Bducation & Health Ch., 14
Mov., 26/28 Fopulation, Urbanization & Envirenment ©OhH, 1S
Dac, 3 Theme Paper 4 Dua
Dep, 4fs5 Soclal Change:- Ch, 1la&

MHodern & Postmodern Sacietias
Final Bxam Reviaw

Dec. 9-113 Final Exams Date to be Detarmined




