SACIOLOGY 1000

INTRODUCTORY SOCIOLOGY ":3:9 0
WINTER 2041 d 9%?
Instructor: Oswald 5. Warner
Time,/Place: Tu=s., & Thurs. %.3(-Y,%0am Room: D308

Office Hours: .-Wedz l-3pm Room: 204
Phone 539-2995
email : owarner@gprc.ab.ca

Depcription:
This course is a general introduction to sociological
thought, In it, we examine the basic farmg of social structure

and social processes where emphasis is placed on the nacure and
analysis of culture, socialization, group life, and the major
sacial instircutions in modern gociety. A decided focus will be to
use gocioclogy to locate as well as understand our social
expeErisnces,

Overview of Course Objectives:

In addition to acguiring specifie knowledge, learners sheuld
galn some specific skills in this course. All courses you have
been exposed to so far have a builr-in bias, as does this course.
Having an alternative way to analyze events helps learners to
build their critical thinking skills, In this course, ws would
therefore challenge common assumptions by formulating gquestions,
identifying and weighing appropriate evidence, and reaching
reasoned conclusions {Macionis 2000: 3x) .

However, you do not have ta belisve éveryching you read or
hear in this course. But, vyou do need te learn the perspectives
and learn the strengths and weaknesses of the ideas, Disagreemsnt
le therefore welcomed, so long as it is educated disagresment , We
all have opiniens, but we need to find out hew they stack up
against social data. Feel free to debate points, but recognize
that debates will ultimately be wen based on empirical factsa,
rather than feelings.

Readings:
The required readings:

Macionis, John J_.. 2004, Society: The Basics, Fifth Edition,
Upper Saddle, NJ: Prentice-Hall.

Uceasional short handouts which learners are responsible far
reading and understanding.

Learners are expected o read assigned readings in adwvance
of the dates they are listed for. SGenerally, readings are a very
manageable amount for a 3 credit course. They are less than the
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expected LI5S pages per week for junisr courses,

Format:

Most lectures will supplemeant the readings. Learners are
Sncouraged to bring questisns about the readings, issues raised
oy the readings, etg, to the attention of the s~lass For ANBWST,
discussion, and/or debate.

The lecture format presumes interruption by learners to
discuss, question, demand clarification ete. Likewise you sholild
feel free to d®mand the instructor slow down, explain or de
anything elae you need ta understand the lectures, Learnsrs are
responsible for knowing all material presented in class, as all
§¥e testable material.

Examg :
There will be three multiple choice sexamination which will
amount to 5% of yvour grade.

Theme Papers: .

You will have to submit four (4} theme papers based on the
readings in the text andf/cr handouts, You will Fick a theme from
4 week's reading and submit a ONE PAGE paper. This paper must

cither be typed or wordprocessed, Bingle spaced or deuble spaced
Byt MUST ONLY BE ON CNE SIDE OF A PAGE. Note: Theme papers are to
be sUBmiLCe ore clas egineg on e due dareg,

The purpcse of this assignment is to provide you an
Spportunity to think ericically about the course readings and to
write an sssay which synthesizes explanation and perscnal
reflection. I will be particularly interested in examples of
lived experiences each of you may have encountered, Fleaze do
not fabricate. If there are no examples of liwved experiences you
can present in your theme paper then do not bather.

To reemphasize, the theme paper should involve (a) one thems
covered in the readings of the previcus week or wesks from the
last submiszsion of a theme paper; and (b} provide a eritical
reflection in which you explors vour own thoughts, reactigns, and
responses Lo lived éxperiences which the =ourse has made You ges
in either a new or a different light. Your Paper will alsc be
graded for compositiem-here grammar, clarity and spelling will be
important .

Compogiticnal Tips: KISS-Keep It Simply Simple: Present your
points as =imply as possible, Your paper can be soclologically
strong and rigorous by writing in a simple styla. FEy ko
summarize 1in your own words; avoid guotaticns when you can; do
not try to imitaté the style of the auther: write in Vour own
voice, You should therefore write From Where You Are - From Your
Social Location-From Your Lived Expariesnces-You can include your
feelings, emotions, and value positions. As we progress in the
course you would have a better understanding of this particular
standpoint. However, vevise the paper so that the prose is smooth
and the line of argument is clear. Alse, take the time to use 3
dictionary or use s=pell check on your computear,
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Theme papers due dates are fixed unless they are changed by
me. NO exceptions will be granted unless in the cass of crises ar
emergencies. Should an emergency arise that would prevant ol
Fram submitting your paper on time or not at all, =aid situarcisn
must be documented in writing to my satisfaction. Lare weck
Teczived without a verified excuse will hawve a 0_& deducted Eor
each day of lateness.

Individual Participation:

Individuat participation grades will be calculated based
upon attendance and involvement in olass sessicns. Attendance is
impgrtant not only te your final grade but also to your
understanding of what is being discussed, Therefore, I will frem
Lime to Cime give simple quizzes (or curve bysters) and theses
would also be used as a measure of atrendance, Farticipation, and
understcanding of course material and concepts, However, if an
occasion arises that necessitates your absence from clags for a
day or a pericd of time, let me koow in advance. 1 will arrange
with you to go over what you have mizsed during one of our office
heurs.

Grades:
Each examinaticons is worth 25% of your final grade. There
dre 4 theme papers and each is woerth 5% of your final grade.

Examinations 7ok
Thems Papers 20%
Attendance Ok
Total 100%

Course Policies:
l: Reconsideration of grades:

Learners who are not satlsfied with their grades have the
option of having their papers re-evaluated. However, the
following stipulations apply:

a. Requests for reconsideration must be made within one
week from the date that the graded paper was returned.

i 1A Learners must present in writing why they disagree with
my grade. This is to ensure that [ fully grasp what
you have presented.

(o 8 I will consider your arguments and re-evaluate Your
paper. The grade will remain the same or it may Qo up.
It will never be reduced but more times than not it
will remain the sama,

2: Academic behavior:
You will respect the rights of all members of the class
(instrugtor ineluded, )




This means no private gossip sessicns during
lecture/discussion sessiocns that distract other
learners or prevent them from hearing the main
discussion going on.

This alro means grating your gpinicnos, ideas, and
issuss in class in 3 way that dees not offend athers.
This means being on cime, ready to begin class on time,
45 well as staying through the peried.

3: Academlic dishonesty:

fou will not present the work of othérs as your own. Any
incident of academic dishonesty or plagiarism will lead to a
failing grade.




Date
Jan, 4
Jan. 9711

Jan. 1&8713

Jan. 23
Jan, 23/
Jan. 25
Jan 230
Feb, 1
Feh. &/B
Feb, 13
Feb. 13/1s
Feb. 20/22

Fab., 26-Mar.

Mar. &
Mzr. B/13
Mar. 15
Mar. 15720

Mar., 22/27

Mar. 2%/ap.
Apr. 5
Ap. Bf10
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SYLLABUS

Introducticn/Course Dverview

Sociology: Perspective,

Culture

-

Theame Paper 1 Due

Socializacion:

In-class Egsay Exam #1

Theory E Merhod

Infancy to C0ld Age

All materials covered to date

Social Interaction in Everyvday Life

Groups & Organizatbion

Theme Paper 2 Due

Deviance

Social Stratification

2 Winter Braak

In-class Essay Exam # 2

Readings
Mone

Ch. 1
Eh 2
Ch. =
cCh. 4
Ch. g
ch. B
) R

All materials covered to dates since Exam #1

Global Stratifieation

Theme Faper 3 Due

Sex & Gender

Race & Ethnicity

Economics & Politics

Theme Paper 4 Due

Population & Urbanization

Secial Change

Ap. 12Error!l Bagkmark not defined.
All materials covered to date since Exam #2

Lib

Ch, 8
Ch. 9
Ch, 14
Ch. 11
Ch, 12
ch. 1%

In-class Essay Exam #3



