GRANDE PRAIRIE REGIONAL COLLEGE
ATHABASCA UNIVERSITY

Course Ouiline QcT 22 1950

SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY 2410 - 502410 A2
PSYCHOLOGY 379 - AU
M-W-F 110D - 11:50 am. Room B202

GLF
Instructor - . C. {Don) Harper Office - C306 Phone - 539 2097
Off campus phone. Day -532-577; Home-332-4338
Office hours: 10:20 - 10:50 a.m. M-W-F_ or hy appointment.

Prerequisite - An introductory course m psvchology or sociology
Required Text - Baron, Robert A, Don Byme, and Gilhan Watson. { 1998),

Exploring Soctal Psveholopy: Second Canadian Fdition.
Scarborouph, Allvn & Bacon,

Mature and Purpose of the Course

This course will provide an introduction to the field of Social Psvchology. The
subject matter of Social Pavehology 13 evervday Iife. Everyone makes use of
social psychological knowledge on a daily basis  Everyone has some expertise in
the ficld — without ever studying it formally. This course will expose you to
some of the major theoretical frameworks and concepts that have been developed
over years ol scientific study of human behaviour. Some research findings will
confirm what we already know as common sense, But sometimes the insights
will shed new light on old expeniences. and provide a basis for better
understanding of your own behaviour and that of others. Because the subject
matter — human behaviour — 15 5o complex, the search is not so much For frutk as
it 15 for wriltty we will look at, and evaluate, competing explanations for the same
behavior not to determine which 15 ripfir, but to determune how eseful each
explanation is in given sitaations in terms of predicting and controlling behviour,

The human amimal is complex, and social psychology tries to take its many
dimensions into account. physical (physiological ), mental {cogmtive), emotional
(affective) and social {interactive), Most human behaviour has antecedents in all
four realms, Where do beliefs, values and attitudes come from? What
contributes to thew stabality? What brings about changes in them? How js
behaviour influenced by “society? Why do maost people conform most of the
time? Why do some fail (or choose not) to conform? How 15 human behaviour
{idividually and collectively ) changing the very world i which we hve and with
whal consequences? As the course progresses, we will try 1o find useful answers
lo these, and other questions




Course Objectives

To develop the ability to demonstrate an understanding of the major theoretical
frameworks eurrent in Social Psyclolugy.

To acquire the ability w0 apply the major theoretical frameworks and concepts of
Soctal Peychology 1o historical and current events, and your own hife

To demonstrate an understanding of the major research findings of Social
Fsychology

To develop the ability to evaluate, compare, and synthesize research findings and
relate them to vour own expencnce and understanding of the social world.

To develop the ability to write and speak cogently about the social imfluences on,
and causes and consequences of, human behaviour

Course Evaluation

The purpose ol all evaluation activities is to enhunce the learning process. Thus
the goal of each activity will be 10 ensure that the student knows maore as o result
of doing it rather than having it be a static messurement of “whai vou know" al a
given pomntin time. All questions and assignments will be designed 10 make vou
think about, and apply, the information you have gamed through reading, class
presentations and discussions,

The goal of the course 15 to have each student achieve a grade with which he/she
15 salisficd. 1f you are concerned about any assi gnment, either before it is piven
o after it has been marked, you are encouraged 1o see me to work out a
resolution.

The following actvities will be scheduled:

Date Assismment Weizhi
aeptember 28 tline-paper { 500 words) 11
October 16 Mid-T'erm Examination 15
Movember 27 Major paper (2,000 - 2,500 words) 25
scheduled throughout In-class presentation 10
Throughou Class participation 10
December {TBA ) Final Examnation £l

Total 100

P




Mim paper. You may choose any topic you wish from the field of Socal
Psychology. If you are comfortable domng so, you are encouraged to apply
information and insights gamed from the course o a personal experience, or an
event with which you are fmiliar  The expectation is that you will use two or
three references, one of which may be the text

Mid-Term Exanunation; The Mid-Term Examination will include "objective™
questions {c.g. matchmg questions, multiple choice, truc-false), short answer
questions (¢.g, concepl comparisons, application), and an essay question (analvsis
and synthesis)..

Major Paper: You wall be responsible for sclecting your own topic - anything
within the field of Social Psychology. You are encouraged, but not required, 1o
discuss your topic with me prior 1o getting started on it 1 will gladly give you
feedback and sugpestions in response o rough outlines, or even early drafts of
VOUT paper.

Class Presentations: [t has been sand that "The best way 1o leamn, is 1o teach.”
Before the end of September, [ will circulate a hist of dates, with topics drawn
from the Course Schedule (below). Fach student wall be required 1o select a
topic, and prepare a 15 minute presentation to the class {up to 20 minutes
mcluding discussion). Presentations should brietly highlight ihe topic as covered
in the text, and must incorporate information from at least two additional sources.
Une of those sources can be personal experience.

Class Participation' Participation will be evaluated on the basis of your
demonstration in class that assigned readings have been done, and that the
material presented by both instructor and student-colleagues has been mastered.
Comments, claborations, questions, challenges and examples are a good
ndscation that the matenal has been read and thought about,

Final Examination: The Final Examination will take the same format as the Mid-
Term (above) — just more of 11! It wall cover the entire course, with a slightly
greater emphasis on the material covered afier the Mid-Term.

Course Schedule

September 2 Introductions, Course Owverview

seplember 4-7 Human MNature, and the Nature of HumanSocial Behavioor
{Class discussion)

September 9-11 Some Appheatons of Social Psychology

(Chapter 10 - pp. 360-396; Appdied Sacid Psecholory: Heolith,
Lavironment ard Legal Applications)




September 14-16

September 18

September 21-23

September 25

september 28

September 30
October 2-5

Cletober 7-9-14
BMote; Ot F2 4%
Thanksyaving - no class
October 16

October 19-21-23

Cctober 26-28

Cletober 30

Movember 2

Movember 4-6-9

Movember 1

Mevvember 13-16-18

Mo classes. Skum through the text and identify vour areas of
interest for your Mini Paper, and your Class Presentation.

Apphcatons (Chapter 10 continus,

Culture and Self-concept

{Chapter 4 - pp. 114-149, Secral ldenntv: Fhe Self, Gender, and
Criliure)

Mo class. Complete work on vour Mini Paper.

Culture and Seli~concept (Chapter 4) contmued.

Percephion and Cognition;  Schemas and Hewunistics

(Chapter 2 - pp. 36-7%, Social Perception and Social Cognition
fnternalizing our Social World)

Attitude Development and Change

(Chapter 3 - pp. 80-113, Attitudes: Evaluacing the Social World)
MID TERM EXAMINATION

Prejudice and Discnmination:

{Chapter 5 - pp. 150-189; Prejudice and IDiscriminasion:
Understanding Their Nature, Conntering Their 1ffects)
Interpersonal Relationships: Avraction, Intimacy and Dissolution
(Chapter 6 - pp. 190-239; Relattonships: From Atiracton to
Laneliness)

No class. Finalize selection of topic for Magor Paper.
Interpersonal Relationships {Chapter 6} continued

Conformity, Compliance and Obedience: influencing Others
{Chapter 7 - pp. 240-273; Social Influence: hanping Otfers
Hehovour)

Remembrance Day. No class

Groups: Fermation, Dynamics, and Leadership

{Chapter 9 - pp. 320-35% {iroupy and frdividuals: The
Cortsequences of Belonging)




November 20-23-25  "Human Nature:" Aggression or Altrusm?

Movember 27-30
Becember 2

Decembser 4

December 8-17

(Chapter & - pp, 266-311; Helpimp and Harming: Prosocial
Beheviour and Ageression)

The Field of Social Psvehology

(Chapter 1« pp. 135, The Field of Social Psvehology: How We
Fhunk Ahowdt aod lrterace Wieh Others)

Course Review

(TBA) FINAL EXAMINATION



