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INTRODUCTORY SOCIOLOGY OF GLOBALIZATICON
WINTER 2402

Instructor: Oewald 5. Warnser

Time/Placa: Mon=z, 1-2,20pm
Frids. 11.30am-18_S0pm Room: D20

Office Hours:; Tues. and Thurs. 3-5pm  Room C304
Fhone: S53B-25835
email s owarner@gpro.ab,ca

Prerequisite: Sociclogy 1000: Introductory Sociology

Descriptiom:
This course adopts a global {international ) perspective by

examining contemporary local, national, and internmaticnal
processes and issues of globalization. It considers sets of
glcbal relations, economic, social, and political and their
profound implications for the dvnamics of communities and the
identities of their members, A decided focuz will be on how
thasza processes impact Canadian sconomy, soclaty, and polity.

ovarview of Course Objectives:

Since Canada, as elsewhere, is very mich imbedded within
thig still-emerging glebal woarld or to be more apt, thas
glebalizing world, it is subject to profound economic, sccial,
and political changes. One guegstion we nead to address,
tharaefore, is:; What are the implications and effects of
globalizatien o Canadian and other world societies? As a result,
it =eems important to provide perspectives on the emerging shape,
nature, and role of Canadian, as well as other, societies,
influenced as they are by glcbalization as well as their
influences on the globalization pyogess itsslf. This course,
then, will provide a global perspective on how to understand the
economical, social, and political changes within anid between
world societies,

In addition to eeguiring specific knowledge, learners should
gain some specific skills in thig course. All courses you have
been expoeed to so far have a built-in bias, as does this course.
Having an altermative way to analyze svents helpa learners Lo
kuild their eritical thinking skills. In this course, ws would
therefore challenge common assumptions by formulating questions,
identifving and weighing appropriate evidence, and reaching
reasoned conclusions.

Howswver, yeou do not have to believe everything you read or
hear in this course. Bur, you do need to learn tha peraspactives
arid l=arn the strengths and weakneszses of the ideas and
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arguments, DMeagreemsnt 15 therefore welcomsd, 2o long aa it ig
educated disagreament. We all heve opinions, but we need to find
ot how they stack up against scocial data. Fesl frees to debate
prints, but recognize that desbates will ultimately be won based
an empirical facts, racher cthan feslings.

Format:

In supplementing cthe readings, most lectores will adeopt a
discussant format. Students are therefore encouraged to bring
guestions abouk the readings, lszues raised by the readings, stc.
to the attention of the class for answer, discussion, and/or
debare . Additionally, some class sessiong will include ssssions
where students will meet in small groups to discusa readings and
creatd dnswars to digcussion gquastions given. These ses=ions are
degigned to Dring a large clasza Jdown Lo homan scale and allow z21]
gtudents to participate in active discusgion and thought about
the courge igsices and materials. Each group will also present a
verbal report to the class. Discussions may also Center on gome
videos or movies that may be shown from time to time.

Thiz class will EBe taught from a largely ocritical
perspective in order to provide students with an alternative to
eha structural functionalist perspectbive that pervades bokth
gocial discourse and much sozieclogical teaching, Thias perspective
will D& new and different to a2ome students. You do 1ot have to
believe anyvthing vou read or hear in thiz class. You do have to
laarn the perzpectives and learn Che strengths and weaknesses of
these ideas. All oclasses vou have been taught so far nave a buile
in bias, a8 does this class. Having an alternative way to analyze
evants helps students to build cheir oritical thinking abilities.
Digagreement ig welcomed, 8o long as it 18 educated disagresment.

REeadings:

The readings for this course are contained in one regquired
text available for purchase at the school bookstore, from a list
of supplementary readings, and from handouts provided by me from
time to tima.

Watson, William. 2000. Globalization and the Msaning of
Canadiapn Life, Toreonto, ON: Unaiversity of Toronto
FEEEg,

Supplementary, recommended r=ading material and short
handocuts.

Learners are expacted to read asaligned readinge in advancs
of the dates they are lisced for. Generally, readings ave less
than 100 pages per wesak, This i3 & very manageabls amount for a 3
credit course and is less than the expected 125 pages per weal
for jurior Clasdes.




Course Requirements:
Examinations: There will ke two {3) research paper exams and a
inal exam which will amount te 75% of your grade.
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Resgarch Theme Papers (RTPs): You will have to submit five (5}
research theme papers based on the readings. You will pigk =a
theme From the week's reading, research the theme based on the
readings, and submit = QNE PAGE paper. This paper must be
wordprocessed either single-spaced or double-spaced but NMIIST ONLY

The purpose of this assighment is to
provide you an opportunity to think critically about the course
readings and to write an essay which synthesizes aspecta of &
weak'g reading,

Grade Format

Eescarch Faper Exam 1 20%
Feszarch Paper Exam 2 20%
Final E=xam 5%
Five (8) RTPA %
Attendance B5%
Toral 100%

Course Policies:
Attendance: iz important not only to wour final grade but alse

for your underscanding of what is being discussed. Therefore, I
will from time to time give simple gquizzes and these would be
used 33 a measure of attendance,

Regearch Theme Papers (RTPa): dus dates are fixed (unlese chey
are changed by me). NO exceptions will be granted unless in the
cage of criges or emergencies. Should a crisis pr emergency arias
that would prevent you from submitting your theme paper on cime
or not at all, I must be informed of salid situation as early as
pogssible.

Recongideration of Research Paper Exam and Theme Research Paper
Grades: Students who are not satisfied with their grades have the
opticn of having thelr paper re-evaluated, Howsver, the following
stipulationa apply:

a. Requests for reconsideration must be made within cne
week from the date that the graded paper was returned,

b. T will consider your arguments and re-sevaluates your
paper. The grade will remain the same or it may go up.
It will pever be reduced but more times than not it
will remain the same.




