SOCTIOLOSY 2690
INTRODUCTORY SOCIOLOGY OF GLOBALIZATION
WINTER 2002-03

Instructar: Ogwald 2. Warner, ESc,, MLIR, Ph.D.

Time/Place: Mons, 1-2Z.20pm
Frids, 11.30am-12.50pm Room: B3I01

office Houra: Frida, 1-Z.30pm and 3.30-4pm Foom: C404
Phone 535-299%5
email: ocwarneyv@gpro.ab.ca

Prerequisite: Soclglogy 1000¢ Introductory Sociclogy

Dezcription:

Thig ¢ourse adopts a glebal (international )
Perspective by examinihg contemporary local, naticonal, and
international processes and issuez of glebalization. It
considers seta of global relacions, economic, politleal,
social/oultural, and technological and their profeund
implications for the dynamica of communities and the
identities of their members. A decided foous will e an
hew these procegsses ippact Canadian eeconomy, society, and
polity,

Overview of Course Objectivaes:

fince Canada, as elsewhers, iz wvery much imbedded
within this still-emerging global world or tc be more apt,
this glcbalizing world, it is sobjeect to profound ecsnomic,
political secial/cultural, and technological changes, One
questicon we peed Lo address, therefore, is: What are the
implications and effects of gleobalizatien to Canadian and
other world societies? Az a result, it gesma important to
provide perspectives on the emerging shape, natwure, and
rYole &f Canadian, as well as other, scoieties, anfluenced
&= they are by glcballization as well as by their influences
ocn the glcbalization process itself, This course, chen,
will provide a glcbhal perspective on how to undsrstand the
economical, pelitical, social/cultural, and technological
changes within and between werld societies,

In addition te acgquiring specifie knowledge, learners
should gain some specific skills in thig course, A1l
Souress you have been exposed to so far have a builr-in
bias, as does this course. Having an alternat:ve way to
analyze events helpes lzarnerz to build their critical




thinking akills. In this course, we would tharefore
challenge eommon agsumptions by formulating questions,
identifying and weighing appropriate evidence, and reaching
reasonsd armolugioma.

Amotg the major objectives of this course, therefore,
are to allew gtudgnts Lo develop and practice such critical
thinking skills as:

A: The abilities to identify, order, and "cut
througn" =svidence.

B: The ability to think on oae's fest.

Ct The abilitv to create alcermative
interpretations, a3 well as to "gee other
sides of the argumenc."

Thus,
A: the classroom procesa will be changed into
a collective search for an analysis andfor
solution re specific problems/issues.

B: learners therefore will =ngage the material,
digest it, think for themselves, and generate
Che clasgroom learning.

the imstrucstor will facilitate discussion and
pose challenging, open-ended guestions that
invite learners to explors and interpret the
material for themzelwvas,

|

Orher tangential but also important crueial skills to
be gained from this course that will ke of use to
learners bevond the claseroom ars:

A: Public Bpeaking fkills: the capacitiss to
construct logical arguments and persuade
cthers.

B: Group Dynamigs Skills: the asbility ta read and
interpret group signals and moads .t

! Cusimane, Marvann K.. Wny You Do What You Do the Way You

Do it?: Examining Teaching Seals and Teaching Methods,
[tmlinz] Available
http://data.geovgetown . edu/sis/ecase/resourcaz fousimano, ofm




Formati

This gourse, therefore, will not be taught in the
Eraditional lecture mede whereby instructors Lake Lhe
centre stage: That 1s, they 40 most of the talking and
provide most of the information and analysis, When the
2lass begins, leamners tend te become stenographers, trying
rapidly to take in the mass of data and interpretation
flowing from the expert instructor. Learners engage in
clase through their pens and their ¢ars, and if the
instructor's monologue i partiecularly intriguing, this can
ba a satisfactory experisnce, But the experience ie aimed
primarily at the transfer of content from the instructor’s
mind to learners’ note folders fand it ia hopéed, from thers
to their cranium). As such, learners only get involwved in
the act when assignments are required or when the
oocasional guestion iz directad at them.?

An Alcernative Arproach:
Use of Case Studies; What is it like?

In this course, studénts will do most of the talking
where they will act for themselves, lgarn for themselves,
and here the instructor’e role is to serve as a flexible
and belpful guide. One effective way té get learners
tavolved in the act of lsarning and ko literally Have them
Lake responsibility and ownership of their learning is to
Use cage studies as che foundation for discussion-based,
interactive, and participatory learning. In this rcace-
based, participatory learning. the goals are;

A: Develaping critical thinking akills,

By Learning through decision-making and role-playing
situations.

©: Developing confidence in defining, confronting,
analyzing, and solving problems through interactive
discussicns,

I: Exercising and developing skills in public
spaaking and group problem solving.?

I hid,

Foran, Jolin. The Cass Method and the Interactciva
Clageroocm. [Cnline] Available
http:ffdata,g&arg&tawn-edufafsf&casefresmurcesfcusim&nﬁ.cfm




In addition, students are encouraged to bring
guesticons about the readipgs, issues raised by the
readings, etec. to the attention of the class for answer,
dizsvuggion,. and or Aesbare. fSome Alass ceogicngs will alas
include sessiona whare studencs will meet in small groups
toe discuss readings and create answera to discussion
questions given. These séssions are designed to bring a
large class down to human scale and allew all students to
participate in active discussion and thought. Eagch group
will aleo present a verbal report te the eclase. Discussions
may also centéer on some videos or movies that may be shown
from time Lo time.

Finally, this clasa will be taught from a largely
critical perspective in order to provide gtudencs with an
alternative to the structural functionalist perapective
that pervades both 2oeial discourse and much sociglogical
teaching. This perspective will be new and different to
somé student=s., However, you do not have to believe
everything you read or hear in thia course. But, vou do
nead tg learnm the perspectives and learn the strengths and
weaknesses of the ideasz/issuea/arguments. Disagreesment is
therefore welcomed, sa long az it iz educated disagreement.
We all have opinions, but we need To find out how they
stack up against social data. Feel free to debate points,
but recognize that debatés will ultimately be won based on
empirical fasts, rather than feelings.

Eeadings:

The readings for this course are ¢ontained in three
{3} reguared texts available for purchasge zt the school
bockstore, from a list of supplementary readings in the
library, and from handeuts provided by me from time co
& i

Klein, HNaomi, 2000. No Logo, Toronto, ON: Vintage
Canada

0'M&ara, Patrick, Howard D. Mehlinger, and Mathew
rain (ede.). 2000. Globalization and the
Challenges of a New Century: A Reader,
Bloeomingtaon, IN: Indiana University Press.

Watson, William. 2000, Sloballzation and the Keaning
ef Canadian Life, Toronto, ON: University of
Toronto Press,




Supplementary, recommended reading material and short
handoura,

Twarmere are expacted to rvead acoigned recadings in
advance of the dates they are listed for, Gemerally,
readingse are a manageable amount for junior classes.

Course Reguirements:

Examinations:

* Tyo [3) wrikten take home exams.
¢ Final in-class exan.

= Two {2) case studies in which ptudents will evaluare aach
ather's contribution.

Individual Participation:

Individual partiripation grades will be caleculated
based upon attendance. Attendance iz important not only to
your final grade but also to your understanding of what is
being discussed. Therefore, I will from time to time give
simple gulzzes (or curve busters) and these would alse be
used as a measure of attendance, participation, and
understanding of course material. However, if an sccasion
arises that necessitates your agbaence from class for a day
or & perigd of time lert me know in advance. [ will arrange
with you to go over what you have misaed during on= of our
pffice hours.

Grade Format
Exam ] 20% (5% group
evaluation, 15%
individusl paper)

Exam 2 25% {5% group
evaluation, 15%
individual paper)

Final Exam 0%
Cage Study 1 10%
Cage Study 2 10%
Artendancs DE%
Total 100%

Course Folicieg:
Attendance: iz important not crly to your finzl grade but
alse for your understanding of what is being discussed.



Therefore, I will from time Lo time give simple gquizzes and
these would be used as a meagure of attendance.

Reconsideration of Grades:
Students who are not sacisfied with their grades have the

optich of having their paper re-evaluated. Howewver, the
following stipulationa apply:

a. Requests for reconsideration must be made within

one week [rom the date that the graded paper was
returned.

b. I will consider your arguments and re-evaluats your
paper, The grade will remain the zame or it may oo

up. It will never be reduced but more times than
not it will remain the same.




