SOCIOLOGT 2710

THE FAMILY
™ f&,_l-
SEP 25 %00 FALL 2000
Instructor: Dawald S. Warner
Time/Place: Tues & Thurs 10-11.20am Eoom: H211

Office Hours: Weds 1-3pm Boom: C404°
Phone 539-29%85
email: owarnerfigprc.ab.ca

Description:

The obhjective of the course is to engage in & sociological
and social-psychological analysis of marital and family
celationships and organizations in Canadian, US, and other glaobal
societies. Thea courss therefore focuses on both the diversity
and commonality of families, and the isswes and policies that
many families face today. Topics covered include families’
changing role az a social institution especially in relation to
work; ethnic, class, and cultural differences; family crisis and
violence; divoerce; remarriage; and public poliey.

Overview of Course Objectives:

In addition to acqulring specific knowledge, learners should
gain some specific skills in this course. All courses vou have
begen expesed to so far have a built-in bias, as does this course,
Having an alternative way Lo analyze events helps learners tao
build their critical thinking skills. In this course, we would
therefore challenge common assumptions by formulating guestions,
idantifying and weighing appropriate evidence, and reaching
reagsoned conclusiens (Macionis 2000: xx) .

Howewver, you do not have to helieve everything you read or
hear in this course. But, you do need to learn the perspectives
and learn the strengths and weaknesses of the idea=. Disagresment
is therefore welcomed, =0 long as it is educated disagresment. We
#ll have opinions, but we need to find out how they stack up
against soclal data, Feel free to debate points, but recognize
that debates will ultimately be won based cn empirical facts,
rather than feelings.

Three exams will bs taken in-class designed to determine
learners’ understanding of and ability to use the material.
Learners should be able to improve thelr akility to write short
1o medium length essays to "show what they know.™ A larger group
project will take the place of a final exam.

" DEfice hours will be from 3-5pm on Sept. 6, Oet. 4, Nav. 1,
Dec. H.
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Readings:
The required readings:

Eshleman, J. Ress. (2™, ed.). 1998, The Family,
Gualbweouyly, SH: Pawnlive-Hall.

Oorasional short handouts which learners are responsible for
reading and understanding.

Learners are expected to read assigned readings in advance
of the dates they are listed for. Generally, readings are a very
manageable amount for a 3 credit couarse. They are less than the
expected 175 pages per week for junior classes in order to give
learners time to do research for their projects.

Format:

Most lectures will supplement the readings. Learners are
encouraged te bring questions about the readings, issues raised
by the readings, etc. to the attention of the class for answer,
discussion, andfor debate.

The lecture Cformat presumes interruption by learners to
discuss, guestion, demand clarification etc. Likewisa you should
feel free to demand the instructor slow down, explain or do
anything else you need to understand the lectures.

Additionally, some class meetings will include sessions
where learners will meet in groups teo discuss readings and create
answers to discuasion gqueations given. These zessions are
designed to allow all learners to participate in astive
discussion and thought about the course issues and material., Each
group will alao present a verbal report to the class. Ditcussions
may alse center on video material that mav be shown from time to
time. Learners are resaponsible for knowing all material presented
in =lass, as all are testable material.

Course Assignments and Grading Procedures:

Theare will be three [3]) in-class exams and a Final group
project.,

Exams :

Three short to medium in-class exams covering basic themes
in the leclures, readings, discussions, and video material. The
rirst will be on Tuesday QOct. 3, the second on Thursday Nov. 2,
and the third on Thursday Nov. 23. Review guesticns will be
handed out on Thursdays before the exams.

Group Project:
Fach group will select a topic for a final project to be
joeintly résearched and written. Project topics should be obtainad

Fy



from aspects of the sociclegical and soclal-psycholegical
perspectives pf the coonrse. Each group should make an appointment
early in the semester with the instructor teo help the group think
creatively about the teple selected. The group must have its
Caple approved by the instructor. Then, all members will rtake
part in building an annotated rescource bibliography to be
reviewed by the instructor, as well as a tentative ocutline of the
report contents. Upon approval of these, members can finish
complling and writing their reports. At some stage of the
semester, each group ls expected to make a brief presentation af
their project

The grade for the project will go to all members of the
group who participated. Each group member will also evaluate the
contribution of pther members except her/himself which will go
towards the group project participation grade.

Individual Participation:

Individual participation gQrades will be caleulated based
upon attendance and involvemant in class sessions. Attendance is
impertant not only to your final grade but also to your
understanding of what is being discussed. Therefore, I will from
time to time give simple gquizzes (or curve busters) and these
would also be used a3 a measure of attendance, participation, and
understanding of course material and concepts. However, 1f an
cocasion Arises that necessitates your absence from class for a
day or a peried of time let me know in advance. I will arrange
with you te go over what you have missed during ene of our office
hours.

Course Policies:

l: Reconsideration of grades:

Learners who are not satisfied with thelr grades have the
option of having their papers re-evaluated. Howevar, the
following stipulations apply:

a. Requests for reconsideration must bhe made within one
weak from the date that the graded paper was returned.

b. Learners must present in writing why they disagree with
my grade. This is te ensure that T fully grasp what
yiou have prasepntead.

(e I will consider your arguments and re-evaluate yaur
paper. The grade will rema:in the same or it may go up,

It will never be reduced hut mare times than not it
Will remain the sams.



2: Bubmission of mssignments:

You will twrn in all werk on the due dates provided. Late
work received without & verified excuse from your advisor will
have a .5 deducted for each day of lateness. Late work will be
accepted withgut penpalty if it includes a note from your advisor
that you have experienced some calamity earning you the

privilege.

3: Academic behavior:

¥You will respect Che rights of all members of the class

finsbkruckior included. )

This means no private gossip sessions during

lecturefdiacussion sessions that distract other learners
or prevent them from hearing the main discussion going

O

This also means stating your opiniens, ideas, and issues in

class in & way that does not offend others,

This means being on time, ready to begln class on time, as

well as staying through the peried.

4: Academic dishonesaty:

Tou will not present the work of others as your own. Any
incident of academic dishonesty or plaglarism will lead to &

failing grade.

Course Assignment: Diye
In-class Essay Exam # 1 i5% Due
In=-class Essay BExam § 2 15 e
In-class Essay Exam § 3 15 e
Final Sroup Project
Froposal Cus
Annotated Bib & Cutline Due
Group Project Faper 35 LDus=
Group Project Farticipation 10
Individual Participaticn 10

Total 100%

Dates
oct. 3
MNaw. 2
Mow, 23
Seph. Z6
oot. 31
Dao. T



