SOCIOLOGY 2710
THE FAMILY Gn
FALL 2001-02 <5

Instructor: Jawald 5, Warner

Time/Place: Tues & Thurs 11.30-1Z.50am Room: B2a2

Qffice Hours: Frids., 1-4pm Room: C404
Fhone 539-2995
email: owarner@gprec.ab.ca

Degeription:

The objective of the course ig to engage in a gociological
and social-paycholegical analysis of marital and family
relationships and organigations in Canadian, US, and cther global
societies. The course therefore foeuses on both the diversity and
commonality of families, and the issues and policies that many
families face today. Topice covered include families? changing
role as & social institutrion egpeclally in relation to work,
ethnicity, clasa, aging, family crisis and vielence, diverce and
remarriage, and public policy.

Overview of Course Objectives:

In addition to acquiring apecitic knowledge, learners should
Jain some specific skills in this course. All courses you have
been exposed to so far have a bBuilt-in bia=, as does this course.
Having an alternative way to analyze svents helps learners to
build their eritical thinking skills. In this course, we would
therefore challenge common assumpkticns by formulating gueations,
identifying and weighing appropriate evidence, and reathing
reagoned conclusions,

However, vyolul do not have to believe everything you read or
hear in this courze. But, vou de need to learn the parapectives
and learn the strengths and weaknesses of the ideas, Disagreemsnt
18 therefore welcomed, so leong as it iz educated disagreement. We
all have opinions, but we need ta find ocut how they stack up
against social data. Feel free to debate points, but recoqni ze
that debates will ultimately be won based on empirical faects,
rather than feelings.

TWwo-exams will be taken in-class designed to determine
learners? understanding of and ability to use the material,
Learners should be able to improve their ability ro write short to
medium length essays to "show what they know." A larger Jroup
project will take the place of a final axam.

Readinga:
The reguired readings;

Eshleman, J. Ross and Sussannah J. Wilsen. (3rd, ed.). 2001,
The Pamily, Toronte, ON: Pearson Bdurcation Canada.

Ocrcasional short handouts which learners are responsible for
reading and understanding.

Learners are expected to read assigned readings in advance of
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the dates thay are liated for, Generally, readings are a very
manageable amount for a 3 credit course. They are less than
the expected 125 pages per week for junior classes in srder
to give learners time to do research for their projects,

Farmat :

Most lectures will supplement the readings. Learners are
encouraged to bring questions about the readings, issues raised by
the readings, ete. to the attention of the clas=s for angwer,
discusasion, and/or debace.

The lecture format presumes interrupticon by learners to
discusa, question, demand clarification, ete. Likewise you should
feel free to demand the instructor slow down, explain or do
anything else you need to understand the lectures. Additionally,
learners are respensible for knowing all material presented in
class, Aaa all are teatable material.

Course Assignments and Grading Procedures:
There will be two {2} in-class exams and a final group
resparch project.

Exams ;

Two {2) shert to medium in-class exams covering basic themes
in the lectures, readings, discussions, and video material. The
first will be on Tuesday Qgg, 18 and the second on Thuraday Howv.
22. Review guestiong will be handed out a week before the axams.

Group Research Project:

Each group will select a topic for a final research project
to be jointly researched and written. Project tepics should be
obtained from aspects of the sociological perspectives of the
course. Bach group should make an appointment early in the
semester with the instructor to help the group think creatively
about the topic selected. The aroup must have its topic approved
by the instructor by Thursday Sept. 27th, Then, all members will
take part in building a tentative outline of the report contents
and annotated resource piblicgraphy to be reviewed by the
instructor by Qgk. 18%. Upon approval of these, members can
finish compiling and writing their reports, At tha set group
pPresentation daces, each group is expected to make a brief
presentation of their research project. A handout will be prowvided
with more details on the group research project.

The grade for the group research project will go to all
members of the group whe participated. Each group mamber will also
evaluate Che contribution of other members except her/himaelf
which will go towards the group project participatien grade.

Course Asaignments and Grading:



In-class Essay Exam # 1 25% " Due Ocb. 16

In-claga BEssay Exam § 2 aq Due Nov. 22
Final Group Research
Project Propoaal z Duo Sepe. 29
OCutline & Bihb, 3 Due Qct, 18
Group Project Paper 30 Due Dec. &
Group Project Participation 5
Individual Participation 5
Total 140%

Individual Participation:

Individual participation grades will be caleculated based upon
attendance and involvement in claes sessions. Attendance is
important not only to your final grade but also to Your
understanding of what ia being discussed. Therefore, I will from
Lime to times give simple guizzes (or curve bustera) and these
would alse be used as a measure of attendance, participation, and
understanding of course material and concepts. However, if an
occcasion arises that necessitates your absence from clags for s
day or a period of time let me know in advance. T will arrange
with you to go over what you have missed during ene of ocur office
hours.

Course Policies:

1l: Reconsideration of grades:

Learners who are not satisfied with their grades have the
opticn of having their papers re-evaluated. However, the following
stipulations apply:

a. Eequeats for reconsideration must be made within one
week from the date that the graded paper was returned.
k. Learners must present clear reasons why they disagree

with my grade. This 18 to ensure that I fully grasp
what you have presented.

I will consader your arguments and re-evaluate your
paper. The grade will remain the same or it may go up.
1t will never be reduced but more timez than not it
will remain the same.
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2: Submisgion of assignments:

¥ou will turn in all work on the due dates provided. Late
work received without a verified excusze From yvour advisor will
have a 0.5 deducted for each day of lateness. Late work will he
aceepted without penalty if it includes a note From VOUr advisor
that you have experienced some calamity @arning you the privilege,



3t Academic behaviar:

You will respect the rights of all members of the class
(instructer included.)

This means noe private gossip sessions during lecture/
discussion sessions that distract other learners or
prevent them from hearing the main discussion going on,

This also means statihg your opinions, ideas. and issues in
class in a way that does not offend others.

This means being on time, ready to begin elaes on time, as
well as staying through the pericd.

4: Academic dishonesty:

You will not present the work of others as vour own. Any
incident of academic dishonesty or plagiarism will lead ra a
failing grade.



