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SQOICLOGY 2710

THE FAMILY

FALL 24002
Tustouvkbor: Cgwald =, warnerx, H¥Ec,, MLIE, Ph.D.
Tima/Place: Mong, L Weds, 2.00-5.%20pm  Room: BIO2

Uffice Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 4-Spm  Room: Cdha
Phone §33-2995
email ; owarner®&gpreo.ab.ca

Desoription:

Ths cbjective of the course is to engage in a soclological
and social-paychological analysiz of marital and family
relaticnships and organizations in Canadian, U3, and other global
societies, The course therefore focuses on both the diversicy
and commonality of families, and the i=zsuss and pelicies that
many families face today. Toples covered include families,
changing role &2 a sccial institutien sspecially in relatlen to
work, ethnicity, class, aging, family crisis and vioplaence,

ivoree and remarriage, and public pelicy.

Cverview of Course Ohjectives:

In addicion to acqguiring specifie knowlsadge, learners shauld
galn some specific skills in this course. all courses vou hawe
peen exposed to so far have a bullt-in bias, as dees this rceurse,
Having &n alternative way to analyze events helps learners to
build their ¢ritical thinking skills. In rhis ecourse, we weuld
thersfore challenge common assumpticns by farmulating gquestions,
identifying and weighing appropriate evidenca, and reaching
reéasonad conclugionsg.

However, wou <o not have to believe everything you read or
hear in thiz eourse. But, veou do pnesd te learn the perspectives
and lszarn the strengths and weaknesses of the ideas, Disagreemant
iz therefsre welcomed, ea long as it iz educared dizagreement . We
211 have opinions, but we need to find out how they stack up
adainst social data. Feel free to debate points, but recogni ne
that debates will ultimately be won based on empirieal facts,
rather than feslinga.

Feadinga:
The reguired readinas:

Eshleman, J. Ross and Sussannsh J. Wilsen. (3rd. ed.| . 2001,
The Family, Toxonto, ON: Pearson Bducation Carnada.
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vocasional shert handeuts whiew learners are regponsible for
reading and understanding,

Lgarners ars expected to read assigned readingz in advance
af the daktco they are listed fur, GEnerally, readings are a very
manageable amount for an upper-level course.

Lecture/Discussion Formart:

Mast lectures will supplement the Feadings, Learnsis ars
encouraged Lo bring questicns about the readings, iasues raiged
by the readings, stc. to the attention ~f the clagss for answer,
dispussion, andfor debate_

The lecture format presumes intexruption by learners to
digcuss, guestion, demand Slarification, ets. Likewise you should
feel free Lo demand the instructor slow down, explain or do
anything zlse vou nesd teo underatand rthe lecturea. Addirfionally,
learners are respongikble for knowing all material pragsnted in
classa;, as all are testahle material .

Evaluation Format:
Exams

Two (2) take-home exams and a final exam thar will cover the
basic themea in the lscturas, readinga, disecussionz, and video
material will account for 70% of your final grade,

Group Legislative Research Reports:

Lately, there appeara to have baen a slew of legislatign
passed at both provineial and federal levels thar have sericusly
impactéd the institution of the family 83 well as the syagtem of
Lamily relations. For example, at rhe provincial level,
legislatign have been paszesed in BC, Quebeo, and more recently in
Shtayin that have glven more rights to game gex couples. Then, at
the federal level, legislation have been pagsed that have
provided more leave away from work for rarentg of newly-born. Ac
the federal level alsc, there has been the recéntly passed Pamdly
Violence Act., In groups of equal zize, learners are ko be pick
one area, from amongst those identified abhove that have hean
affected by recent legislarive changes as well as from among
others that will be provided, and research the varicus Pizces of
legislative changes. You are expected to identify what are the
le#gielative changes, what is the ratisrzle that uynderpin ths
changes, which category of individuals and/or groups are
affected, how are they affected, what are the views thar Deople
hold of these changes, that is, ars they seen by particular
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segments of the Canadian population as warranted, =as ovatrdus, as
nob necesgary, ete, and what are your group’s views of theae
legislative changes.

The findings of your group’s research, as well as opinion,
dLe Lo be prepented oo the class during the two (2} diseussion
perivds that have been identified in the zyllabus, At the end of
the presentation, each group has to provide the inastructar with a
short, written repocrt. Group members’ evaluation of each other'szs
contributien in the group legislative research project will
account for 106% of your final grade while the instructor:s
evaluation of the submitted legislative research reports will
gereount for 5% of the fipal grade.

TREs: Thematic Reading Reports:

With each TER valued ar 2.5% of your grade, you are to
submit four (4) TRRs based on the required chapter readings in
the text, What iz expected here ig that you present the most
important Lhemes in each chapter commencing with Chapter 1 and
ending with Chapter 11. This means that ¥You have an opportunity
ta choose to write on four (4) out of eleven (11} chapters,

These TRRE are to be submitted on or before the date on which tha
Chapters are to be discussed in the course cutline. Cnoe the dare
has passed, even though the chapter may not have bheen discussed,
TRRa will not be accepted. These TREZ are Lo encourage reading
of the required chapters in advance of their lecture/discussion
dates on the syllabus and as such will provide you with an
opportunity to be more informed of what ias being dizcussed, THERs

2re Lo be submitted on a ONE PAGE paper. This paper must be
wordprocessed, single spafed or double spaced but MUST ONLY BE ON
23, E OF A PA ARE NOT BE LEES 400 WORDS.

ThEE due dates are fixed unlese they are changed by me. NO
exceptions will be granted unlezs in cases of crigis or
emergency. Should a crisig or emergency arise that will pPrevent
you from submitting your TRRs on time, said situation must he
documented in writing to my satisfaction. Late TTRs raceivﬁd

i a verifieg will have a 0 deducts EEE sach day
3 o be a deduction of 0.5 for TTRs less
ghould provide a word count figure

Note: It is witally important that you take great care, not
only with what vou write but, with how yeu write. This
necessitates that you pay attention to egsay writing
format/requirements of sentence construction, spelling, atec.
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Individual Participation:

Individual participaticon gradea will be calrulated bazed
upon attendance, Attendance is important not only o your final
grade butb alse to vour understanding of what is being discussed.
Thexrcforz, I will from time Lo Llge give 2impls gqulizzrses (o ClUrvs
bustsrs! and these would also be used as a messure of attendance,
participation, and understanding of course material and concepte,
However, 1f an occasion arises that neces=zitates your aksence
from class for a day or a pericd of time let me know in advance.
1 will arrange with yow to go over what you have migsed during
obe of our office hours.

Grade Breakdown:

Exam 1 20%E
Exam Z 2%
Final Exam 30k
Group Legislative Research Reports
Loarnere’ Selfi-Evaluation 104
Inscructer’s Bvaluation a5k
Four [4) ZRE= 10%
Individual Participation ook

Five {(5) Attendance (1% each)

Total 100%

Courszs Policiaes:

1: Reconslderation of grades:

Learners who are nof satiafied with their grades hava the
opblon of having their papers re-evaluated. However, the
following stipulations apply:

Regquests for regonsideraction must be made within one week
from the date that the graded paper was returned.

b, Learners muat presgent clear reasone why they disagree
with my grade, This is to ensure that I fully grasp
what you have presented.

¥

I will consider your arguments and re-evaluate vour
paper, The grade will remain the same or Lt may go up.
It wWill never be reduced but mors times than net it
will remzin the same,




2: Bubmizgion of assignments:

Tou will turn in all work on the due dates provided., Late
work received without a verified excusa From your advisor will
have a 0.5 deduected for each day of lateness. Late work will be
acugpbed without penalty 1t 1t includes a note from Your advisor
that you have esxperianced some calamity earning you the
privilege.

3t Academic behaviar:
Tou will respect che rights of all members of the clacy

(instruster inciudsd,)

Thia means no private gossip sessions during lectura/
discussion sessicns Cthat distract other learners or
rrevent them from hearing the main discussion going on,

Thig also means stating your spinions, ideas, and igsues in
claas in & way that doss not sffend others.

This means being on time, ready to Legin class on cime, as
well as staying through the peried,

41 Academic dishonesty:

Tou will not present the work of othérs as vour own. ARy
incident of academic dishonesty or plagiarism will lead to a
tailing grade.




