SOCIOLOGEY 2710

THE FPAMILY

WINTER 2002 JAN Y7 Tam
Instructor: Oswald 5. Warner
Time/Place: Teas & Thurs L, (00-2.20pm Room: J327

office Hours: Tues, & Thurs, 3-5pm  Room: C404
Fhone 53%-2595
email : owernerggpre.ab.ca

Déascription:

The ¢hjsctive of the course is Lo =ngage in a sociologlical
and social -paycholaogical analysis of marital and family
relationships and eorganizaticns in Canadian, U2, and other globkal
sooieties, he =ourse therefure focuses on both the dlversicy
and commenality of families, and the issues and policies that
mamy families face today. Topics covered include families,
changing role a2 a social institution sspecially in relarion to
work, ethnicaty, class, aging, family erisis and violencs,
divorce and remarriage, and public policy.

Cverview of Course Objectives:

In addition to acquiring specific knowledge, lesrners should
gain some specific gkills in this course., All courses you have
been expozed to so far have a built-in bias; as does this Courzse,
Having an alternative way to analyze events bzlps learners to
build their critical thinking skills. In this course, we would
rharefore challenge common assumptions by formulating questions,
identifving and welghing appropriate evadense, and reaching
reagoned conclusicons

However, you d4 not have to believe everything you read or
hear in this courss, But, you deo naed to learn the perspectives
and learn the strengthe and weakneszes of the ideas. Disagresment
ig therzfora welcomed, so long as it is educated disagreement. We
all have opinions, bat we heed to find out how tLhey stack up
against social data. Feel free to debate points, but recogniges
rthat debabeg will ultimately be won based on empirical facts,
rather than feelings.

Readings:
The regquired readings;

Eghleman, J. Rozss and Sussannan J. Wilson. (3rd, ed.:, 2001,
The Family., Torooto, ON: Pearson Bducatlon Canada.

Hocazional ghort handouts whicsh lesarmers are reéspongible for
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reading and undsrstanding.
Learnars are expected to read assignsd readings in advance of the
dates they are listed for. Generally, readings are a very
manageable amount for an upper-level course,

Logturo/Didouasnion Formabs

Most lecturas will supplement the readings. Learners are
gnesuraged to bring guestions about the readiugs, issuss ralsed
by the readings, etc. to the athantion of the class {or answer,
digcuesien, and/oer debate.

Tha lecture format presumses interruption by learnsrs to
discuss, gquestion, cdemfnd clarification, atc. Likewise vou shoulad
feel free teo demand the instructor alow down, explain or do
anything =lse yvou nead to understand the lectures. Additionally,
leartars are responsibles for knowing 211 matevial presented in
class, as all are teztable materisl,

Evaluatisn Formatk:

Exams:
Two (2] takse-home sxams and a final exam that will cover the

bagir themes in rthe iectures, readings, discussions, and video
macerial will account for 70% ol vour Final grade.

Group Legislative Hesearch Reports:

Lately, there appears to have been a slew of legislation
pasged at both provincial and federal levels that have serigusly
impactad the instituticon of the family as well a= the system of
Eamily relaticns. Por =xample, at the provincial level,
legislacion have been passed in BC and mére pecently in Quebsrc
that hawve given more rights to zame sex coupleszs. Then, atb tha
Tederal le;el, legimlation have been passed that have provided
more leava away From work for parents of newly-born. At che
fedexal lavel aleo;, there has baen the sécently passaq Family
Viglenca Aot

In groups of egqual size, learmmers are to be pick ons arsa,
from amongst those identified above that have been affected by
vercent legislative changss as well as from among cothers that will
ba provided, and ressarch the various pleces of legislative
changes. ¥You are expected to identily what are the legislative
changes, whak iz the rationhale that underpinn the changes, which
category of individuals and/cr groups are atfected, how zre they
aifected, what are the views that people hold of these changes,
enat ig, ave they se=n by parcicular esgments of the Canadian
population as warrantesd, as overdua, as nobl nedessary, etc, and
what ars your group’s views of these legislative changes.




The findings of your group's research, as well as opinion,
are to be presented to the glass during the two (2) discussien
periods that have been identified in the syllabus, At the e=nd of
the presencaticn, each group has to pravigde the ‘nsbtructor with a
gshert, written report. Group members' evaluabion of earh others
sontribution ip the group legislacive resezrch profect will
arcpunt for 108 of your Einal grads while the instructois®
=valuation of the submitted lsgislative research reports will
account for 5% of the final grads.

TRRg: Thematic Reading Reports:

Wich each TRER valued at 2.5% of your grade, vou are to
supmit four (4] THRS based on the requirsed chapter readings in
the text, What is expected her¢ is that you present the most
imp&rtant themes in each chapter commencing with Chagtey 2 and
ending with Chapter 12, Thi® means that yeu have an opportunity
te choose to write on four (4) our of eleven (11} chapters.

These TRRs ars to be submitted on or bafore the date on whiech the
chaptars are te be discussed in the course curline. Opce the dars
has passed, éven though the chaptsr may not have been digcussed,
TERs will not be accepted. These TRRe are to encourage réading
of the required chaptetrs in advance of their lecture/discussicn
date on the syllabus and as such will provide vou with an
opportiunity to be more Lnformed of what is being disecussed, TRRs
are to be submitted on a ONE PAGRE paper. This paper foust be
wordprocessed, single spaced or double spaced but MUST OMIY BE _ON
LR Ll A PAGRE ANT ARE MO L HE s, DHAN S WORDES .
TRRe dus dates are [ixed unlesa thay are changed bwv me. HO
exceptions will be granted unless in cases of crisis or
emergency. Should 5 crisie or emergsncy arise that will prevent
vou from submitting your TREs on rime, said situaticn must be
documented in writing to my sfatisfaction. Late work raceived
witheut a verifled axcuse will have a 0.5 deducted for each day
of latenassa.

Note: It is witally important that you take great care, not
only with what you write but, with how you write. This
necassitates that you pay attention to ecsay writing
format/requirements of sentence construction, spelling, etao.

Individual Participaticn:

Individual participaticn grades will be caleulated based
upon attendance. Attendance is important not conly teo oty final
grade but alsc to your understanding of what ls being discussed.
Therefore, I will from Cime teo tims give simple quizse= (or curve
busters) and these would also be used as a measure of attendance,
rarticiparion, and understanding of course material and COnCEnts,
However, 1f an ocecasion arises that necessicates vour absence
Irom clsgs for a day or a pericd of cime let me know in advancs.
I will arrange waith you to g> cwar what wou have missed during
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cne of our officse hours.,

Grade HBreakdown:

Exam 1 0%
Exam 2 z0%
Final Exam 30%
vy Tegielative Besasrch Reporte
Learners’ Belf-Bvaluatian 10%
[netructor’e Bwvaz]uation G5%
Four (4] 3ERs 0%
[ndividual Participation a5k

Five (5] Artendance (1% each)

Total 100%

Oourse Policies:

l1: Reconsideration of grades:

Learnars who are oot satisfied with thedr grades have the
gpbion of having thelr papers re-evaluated, However, ths
following stipulations apply:

Regquaeate for reconsideration must be made within one week
from the= date that the graded paper was treturned,

. Learnera must preaent clear reasons why they disagree
with my grade, THhls i1s to ensure that I fully grasp
Whnat Yyou have presented.

€. 1 will considsr your argumencs and re-svaliate your
paper. The grade will remain the same or it may go up.
It will nmever be reducad bur more bimes than net it
will remain che same.

2: Submiesion of assignmente:

You will turn in all werk on the dus dates previded, Late
work received without a verifisd excuse fram your advissr will
have a 0,5 deducted for =ach day of latensss. Late work will be
acvepted without penalty if dir includes a note from your advisor
that you have expearisnced some calamity earning yeu the
privilege.

3: Academio bahavior:
Tou will respect the righta of all menberz of the claoe
{inztrugtor included, )

This means no private goseip sessions during lecturse/
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discussion sessions that distract other learners or
prevent tham from heéaring the main discusaisn Ooing on.

This alss means stating your opinione, id=as, and issuss 1n
class in & way that doeg not sffend others,

Thie means bsing on time, ready to Degli vlass un cims, A=
well as staying throuoh the period,

4: Academic dishonesty:

You will not present the work of others as your own. Bry
incident of academic dishonesty or plagiarism will lead g a
failing grade,




