SOCTOLOGY 2710
THE FAMILY iR 0
WINTER 200%-073 gy

InstructhT Uawald 5. Warner, BSe,, MLIR, Ph.D.
Time/Place: Tues. & Thura. 1-2.20pm Room: AZ01

Office Hours: Frids, 1-2.30pm and 3.30-4pm Room: <404
Phone S35-2995
email: owarnerfgpre.ak.ca

Deacription:

The objeetive of the course is to engage in a soclialogical
and social-psychological analysis of marical and Family
relationships and organizations in Canadian, US, and other global
societies. The course therefore focusea on both the diversity
and eommonality of familiea, and the isgusesz and policieas that
many families face today. Toples covered inelude families,
changing role as a social institution eapacially in relation to
work, ethnicity, class, aging, family crisis and wviolence,
divorce and remarriage, and public polliey.

Ovarview of Course Objectives:

In addition to acquiring specific knowledge, lsarners should
gain gsome specific skills in this course. A1l coursea you have
been exposed to go far have a built-in hias, as does this courge.
Having an alterpmative way to analyze events helps learners to
build thelr eritical thinking skills., In this course, we would
therefore challenge common assumptions by formulating gquestions,
identifying and weighing appropriate evidence, and reaching
reasoned conclusions.

However, you do not have to believe everything you read or
hear in this course. But, you do need te learn the peraspectives
and learn the strengths and weaknesses of the ideas. Disagresment
is therefore welcomed, so long as it 1s educated digagreement. We
all have opinions, but we nesd to find out how they stack up
against social data. Feel free to debate points, but recognize
that debates will ultimately be won based on empirical facts,
rather than feelings.

Readings:
The reguired rTeadings:

Eshleman, J. Ross and Suasarmah J, Wilson. (3rd. ed.). 2001,
The Family, Toronto, ON: Pearson Bducation Canzda.
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Ocecasicnal short handoutsa which learners are responsible for
fﬂading and underacanding.

Learners are expected to read asasigned readings in advance
oL the cafes tHey are listed for. Generally, readings are a very
manageable amount for an upper-lavel course,

Lecture/Discussion Format:

Mogt lectures will supplement the readings. Learners are
encouraged to bring queskticons about the readings, issues raised
by the readings, eto. Lo the abttentlion of the glass for answer,
discussion, and/or debhate .

The lecture format presumes interrupkion by learnera to
discuga, question, demand clarification, ete. Likewise vyou should
feal free to demand the instrucktor slow down, explain or do
anything else you need to underatand the lectures, Additionally,
learners are responsible for knowing all material presented in
class, as all are testable material .

Evaluation Format:
Exams :

Two (2] take-bome exams and a Einal exam that will cover tche
basic themes in the lectures, readings, discussicns, and video
material will account Eor 84% of vour final grade.

Group Legislative Research Reports:

Lately, there appears to have been a slew of legislation
passad at both provincial and federal levels that have seriously
impacted the ingtitution of the family as well 45 the system of
family relations. For example, at the provincial level,
legislation have beean passed in BC, Quebec, and more recently in
Ontaric that have given more rights btg same sex couples. Then, at
the federal lewvel, legislation have been passed that have
provided more leave away from work for parents of newly-born. At
Lhe federal level also, there has been the recently passed Family
Violence Act. In groups of equal size, learners are to be pick
one area, from amongst Chose fdentified abowve chat have besan
affected by recent legislative changes as well aes from among
others that will be provided, and research the various pieces of
legizslative changes, You are expected bte identify what are the
legialative changes, what ls the rationale that underpin the
changes, which category of individuala and/or gqroups are
affected, how are they affected, what are the views that people
hald of these changes, that is, are they seen by particular
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gegments of the Canadian population ss warranted, as averdues, as
nok necessary, ete, and what are your group’s views of theae
legislative changes,

The findings of your group's resesarch, as well as cpinion,
are o be presculed Lo the class during the two (2) discusaion
periods that have bsen identified in the syllabus. At the epd of
the presentaticn, each group has bo provide the instructor with a
short, written report. Group members’ evaluation of each other's
ccntTibution in the group legislative research project will
account for 10% of wyour final grade while the instructor's
evaluation of the submitted legislative reasearch reports will
account for 5% of the final grade.

Individual Participatign:

Individual participation grades will be calculated bas=ed
upcon attendance. Attendance is important not only te your final
grade but alse to your understanding of what 18 being discussed.
Therefore, I will from time to tcime giwve gimple quizzes (or curve
busters) and these would also be used as a measure of attendance,
participation, and understanding of courss material and conceptsa.
Howewer, if an occasion arises that necessitates your absence
from class for a day or a period of time lek me know in advance.
I will arrange with you to go over what yvou have missed during
one of cur office hours,

Grade Breakdown:

Exam 1 25%
Exam 2 25%
Final Exam ok
Group Legislatblve Research Reports
Learmeara’ Self-Evaluation 10%
Instructar's Bvaluation 05 %
Imndividual Participation 5%

Five (5) Attendance {1% =ach)

Total 100%

Coursee Policies:

1: Recongideration of grades:

Learnetrs who are not aatisfied with their grades have the
option of having their papers re-evaluatad. However, the
fallowing stipulaticna apply:

Requests for reconsideration musk be made within one week
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from the date that the graded paper was returned,

b. Learners must present clear reasons why they disagree

with my grade. This is to ensure that I Fully grasp
what you have pregented.

e, 1 will conzider your arguments and re-evaluate your
paper. The grade will remain the same or it may go up.
It will pever be reduced but more times than not it
will remain the =sama.

21 Bubmission of aasignments:

You will turn dn all work on the dus dates provided. Late
work received without a verified excuzse from your advisor will
have a 0.5 deducted for each day of latenesa. Late work will be
accepted without penalty 1f it includes a note from vour advisor

that you have experienced some calamity earning you the
privilege.

3: Academic behavior:

You will respect the rights of all members of the class
finstructor included.)

This means no private gossip sessions during lecture/
discusasion sesaioms that distraect other learners or
prevent them Erom hearing the main discussion going on.

Thiz alsc means gtabing your opinions, ideas, and issuss in
clags in a way that does not offend others.

This means being on time, ready to begin class on time, as
wall as staying through the peried.

4: Academic dishonesty:

You will not presant the work of others as vour own. Any
incident of academic dishonesty or plagiardism will lead to a
failing grade.
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STLLABOS

DATE ToPIC REATTHGEE
Jam., T Introduct Lou/Cour se Cwerview Mone
Jan.9f14 /18 IMeciplinary & Theoretical Approaches Ch, 1
Jarn. ‘21,23 Marriage, Family, and Kinship i
Jan.28/20 Marrlage, Family, and Work Th. 3
Febh. 4
Feb. 6711 Family Incoms and Secial Claas Ch, 4
Feb. & Exam 1 Question Given Out
Febh, 13/18 Eetablishing Intimacy Ch. 5§
Fah. 13 Exam 1 Due
Feb.20/Mar. 4 Eascablishing Commitment Ch. B
Mar. &6/11 Becoming Parents/Videno Ch, 7
Mar. 13 Group Legislative Diascussion
Mar. 18 Group Legiglative Discussion
Mar. 20 Exam 2 Questions Given Out
Mar. 25/27 Parent /€hlld Interaction Ch., 3

and Socialization
Mar. 27 Exam 2 Dus
Apr. 1/3 The Middle and lLater Years ch. @
Apr, &/10 Family Violence Ch. 10
Apr. 15 Divorce and Marriage ety R

Apr. 21-30 Final Exam Period




