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NATURE AND PURPOSE OF THE COURSE:

This course introduces the student to the excitement and pragmatics of understanding and doing
social research, A critical appreciation of the research process and an awarcness of the pitfalls in
doing soctal research (essential to anyone who is attempting to use social research) will be
demonstrated. Development of a basic famihianty with SP3S will also be covered in this course,

OBJECTIVES OF THE COURSE:

Students will demonstrate an understanding of the logic and skills of social science research. The
detailed leaming objectives are contained as the first item in each chapter of the STUDY GUIDE
which 1t 1s recommended you purchase in the College Bookstore. Tf vou do not purchase the STUDY
GUIDE it 15 FOUR RESPONSIBILITY o pet a copy of these objectives. The course and the
examinations will closely follow these detailed learning objectives.

EVALUATION METHODS:
There wiall be two examinations, several research or experience activinies, and a research report in

this class. We will determine, in class, which activities and tasks will be completed and the nature
and subject of the research project. Each 1s descnbed below;
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fixaminations: The examinations will be a combination of "objective". short answer and
ESSAY questions.

Research xperience Activittes! Each activity will be assigned m lab and will normally be
due right after we have covered the materials in class activities. Duning the first two
weeks, we will decide which exercises and activities will be completed. These
mini-projects will normally be initiated during the lab period

Research Paper: We will develop, during the first half of this course. a research project
which we will complete duning the course. Each person will be mvolved in all aspects
of the research process from beginning to énd, but the major decisions will remain
the responsibility of the mstructor (5o as to protect the innocent).

GRADING SYSTEM:
ORADE INTERPRETATION PERCENTAGE EQUIVALENT
9 o0 -+
8 Excellent 80-39
7 72-79
(3] Crood 65-71
5 57-64
4 Pass S0-56
3 Fail 45-49
2 16-44
I 0-235
MARKS:
Examinations a1y
Midterm 25%
Final 35%
Lab Exercizes 205
Research Report 20%
LEARNING RESOURCES:

Babbie, Earl. THE PRACTICE OF SOCIAL RESEARCH. Seventh
Edition. Wadsworth Publishing Co | 1995,

Wagenaar, Theodore and Earl Babbie. PRACTICING SOCIAL
RESEARCH. Seventh Edition. Wadsworth Publishing Co., 1995,
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COURSE SCHEDULE

TOPIC
Intreduction Scientific
Method And Ethics

Theory and Resaarch Cause
or Correlation

Research Design
Conceptuahization, Measurement
and Operationalzation

Indeces, Scales, Tvpos
Sampling and Cuantifving

Micfterire Fram

Expenments
Survey Research

Field and Unobtrusive
Research

Evalyanve Research

Elemenlary and Elaborated
Analyses

Summary and Review

READINGS({in Babbie)

Prodogue, Holographic
Owerview, Ch 1 & 13

2and 3.

Cha

Ch 5 and &

Ch7, 8 and 14

Ch2

Ch in

Chil& 12

Ch (3

Ch1%and 15

Prologue, Holographic
Owerview, Ch 1 & 18

***Final Exam Scheduled By Registrar's Office =**

1. Keep this outline. It will be your course reference thronghowt the term.

L. You are responsible for changes (ndditions and/or defetions) to this ootline made in class,

3, Exercises 1o be completed and duoe dates will be decided in class.

4. It is your responsibility te attend class snd labs. Should youw be onable to attend, it is your

responsibility to find out what was missed.



