GRANDE PRAIRIE REGIONAL COLLEGE %P rg
DEPARTMENT OF ARTS, COMMERCE AND EDUCATION

SociaL Work 2010 (3(3-0-0) UT)

Fall 2002
Classroom: TBA
Time: 6:00 pm to 2:00 pm - Tuesdays
Instructor:  Gail Zuk
Phono: 539-2964
E-Mail: gzuk{@gprc.ab.ca
Offlce; G211
Introduction to Social Welfare
Course Outline
Crysry o

This is a service course that provides general knowiedge about the history of social welfare in
modemn society. |l addresses the beliefs and values that have influenced the development of the
sacial work discipling and examines the relationship of these beliefs and values to practice,
Selected fields of practice are introduced as examples of the relationship between social welfare
and social service provision, Students are encouraged 1o explore social welfare altematives for
the future and their implicstions for sociat sendces dalivery

Description:

The course |s designed fo create an environmant in which sludents can begin to critically
examine social work in its broadest terms, The purpose of the course is 1o enable students o
refiect and examine their values, beliefs and feelings in relation to the socialy of which they are
members and to explora their present and potential roles and responsibilities az a social work
practifioner.

Readings and content laclures will provide knowledge and information which students can use
to &xamine deminant influences Ihat affect decision-making and communication in sociaty,

Ralationship to Other Courses:

SW 2010 will provide general knowledge of social welfare and social work institutions. This
course 1s recommended to thosa elther pursuing a degree or diploma in social work. For
students considering applicalion for admission into the Faculty of Social Weork ACCESS
program, this course will provide a general overview of sccial wealfare, social work and zocial
services that may help them 1o make their decision
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Social Wark 2010 2

Learning Objectives:

1. To develop an understanding of ihe values and igeolegy relevant to tha development of the
social walfara gyelam in Canada.

2. To understand the ways in which these values and ideclogy affec! the provision of social
services in Canada.

3. To idenify studenl's own values and ideas with respect to socl &l welare and to understand
how these have been shaped.

4. Tounderstand the contribution of social weliare to a civil soclety,

5 To explore social work and it's impact in the narth, rural and aborlainal communities,
Required Texts:

Hick, Steven. (2002). Bockal Work in Canada: An Introd uction.

* Additional readings will be distibuted in class.

Supplementary Texts:

Tumer, J.C, & Tumer, F.J, (1995}, Canadiar social welfare. (3rd. ed.). Scarborough,
On: Allyn & Bacon

Chappell, R (1987). Social welfare in Canadian society. Scarborough, On: Themson
Canada,

Eisler, R. {1988). The Chalice and the Slade; Our hisfory, our fulure. New York: Harper
and Row Paperback

MB. There are many helpful WEB sites from which you ¢an obtain accurate and recent
Canadian statistics and publications on a wide variety of social welfare topies. These include:
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Social Wark 2010

Class Schedule:

Sept. 10 Inroductions
hrsbiuclor and student Intreductonsiexpeciations
_ Review course content

Review assignments and grading

Discuss tex! material

Sept. 17/24: Tha Big Picture
Bases of Canadian social welfare
Ideclegical foundations

_ Definitions and major concapls
{Hick, Chapters 1 -3}

Cct. 815 Synopsis & Group Exercise

Cet, 22 Vatves

How dominant values shapefinfluence systerns.

The connecledness of private roubles and public issues.
_  Proverly as example
{Tumer & Turner, Reading)

Oct. 29! Historfcal Context
Historical overview of social welfara
Major players in the development of sogial work

_ Connecticns lo ideclogical movements of the time
(Graham, Swifi Reading)

Nowv, 5 Trends and Issues in Socia! Wk Education
The Code of Ethics

_ Recognizing lhe needs of ruralfnorthem communities
(Hicks, Chapters 4 — 5; Delaney Reading)

Mow, 120 First Nalions in Social Wark

Development of social welfare programs by and for first nations peaples,
_ Success and challenges for first nations in social work,
{Hicks, Chapter 9; Hand-outs)

Noy. TR267 Ant-Oppressive Social Werk Prechice
Social workers as social change agants

_ Social workers as social activists
{Hicks, Chaptar 10}

Deo, 3: Socia! Wark with Waman
Foverly Issues

_  Violence Against Women
[Hick, Chapter 83

Deg, 10! Review/Summary
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SPECIFICATION OF ASSIGNMIENTS

Assignments have been designed 1o be refiective of the many skills required of a social worker
in Canads. The akility to both write and communiedte lo an oudicnee is important Lo all social
warker roles, as is the ability to work effectively with groupsiteams. The assignments therefore
refiect this variety, Note: Assignments are due af the beginning of class, Late assignments will
be graded at halFvalusa,

1.

1

Ideclogy Presantalion (20%) Mid-October
Each student will prepare & one-two page point form synopsis of a major
Ideological position which has influenced the development of social welfare in
Canada Major players and tenets of this perspective will be presented {o the
class.
Instructor will prepare a package of the synopsis material to distribute 1o the
class.

Group Exercise
Stwdents will be divided into groups in class, Each group will be assigned a particular
idenlogicsl position. The instructor will then raise a number of social kssues for each
group 10 prepare a position on; groups will then debate the issue from the basis of
their idenlogical positions.

Reflection (20%) Due Data: November 5
Students will prepare 2 hand-written 4-6 page self-reflection papar. The reflection
will ba within the paramelers of “how my values will serve as a strength and a
werakness in the social work profession.”

Term Paper (30%)} Due Date; Last Class, December 10
- Sludents are expected o complste a term paper which describes s particular social
welfare program (ie: universality vs. targeting, Employvment Insurance, Canada
Pension, stc)
- Students are then required to: crifically exam this program, using = list of preparad
questions distributed by the instructor in class,

Final Examination (30%) Date: TBA
- Sludents will complete a written exam composed of multiple choice, short answer
and essay questions compiled from text and arficle readings as well as in class
instruction,
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