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Femunism and how it engages questions of identity, difference,

sexulity, agenay, and cornmunity will be explored. The focus of the course will be on practcal
discussion of bow feminist theorizing can inform day-to-day challenges of Tiving with what
postmodermism calls 'the current crisis of representation’

Course Objectives:

The course will introduce smudents to the basic concepts, theories and rmiajer

debates within femnism. Through class bectures, projects nd discussion, smiderns will have an
opporunity t explore the shared and diverse aspeets of women's experiences. The primary fcus
ol the cousse surrunds issues of gender as a social, cultural and political construct and how this
intersects with mce, class, sexuality and other social constructs that influence women's lives.
Students will also see how Women's Studies as an academic discipline challenges the methods,
thearies and knowledge of traditional disciplines.

Itis hoped you will find this course interesting, challenging and fun. As we explote current sswes
in W eren's Studses we will also be developing our refléction and communication skills so thal we
ean bitter express and defend our views on ssues wie care about. Discussion will play a central
ol e onr learning togerher and the course therefore requires your active commitment and
parliipation. You will be expected to attend class regularly and o take an active JET im T
kearmug together. You will also be expected to come to cach clags with the readings completed
e} be prepared to discuss those readings, Lectures will not consist of me highlighting the main
perimts of the readings. 17 vou do not mtiend ¢ lass you will miss material that will not he presanted
elserwhere and will prabably have o more diffiadt trme with Hse assipoments and the exmas

Bevause the issues we will be discussing are complex and controversial, there ave hownd (o be
many differant opinions ahout them. An imiportant ground rule for the course, then, s 3
comrriitent from all participants fo help build a respeetful leaming envirohment where we anc
eomfurtable expressing aur views and can learn from one anether. You are encouraged o keep an
open mitd, sllow for the exchange of views, and respect opposing vlewpomts. Such an amitude is
crivical 1 manvaming u condugive learmng environemenl,

Lne of the difficull aspects of this coarse is that we will be acknowledging i nne of the
mechimismg of structural inequality {whether it e sexism, sucism, clogatsm, heterasexizm or
ahlism] is that we are all systemacically mught misinformation sbout olbers and onrselves. We will
also be confronting how we participate in this process ourselyves, Thus, be pware that Hhe sssues
contrunted in the course will affect some of us deeply and perseimlly.



Evalantlon:

Evalmation far this class wall be based on four assipaments and twe exams as follaws-

sell Lvaluabion Project 1f% September 25
Cruilt Progect and Presentation [5%  Oectober 9
Midterm Exam 5%  Oclober 23
Diiary Praject 18 MNovember 6
Amishic Women Project I November 20
Chifrngeous Act and Presentation 0% December 4
Final Exam % TBA

Exams will consist of a take home project pertaining to the topics and discussion jtems, Detailed
instructisns sbout the take horme exam will be given to you later in the term but exams and all rojects st
be typed, asually double-spaced unless indicated atherwise, and tapled in the upper left hand cormer (no
fancy dustangs or covers please, In the exam and in all projects you must be sure fo wvoid plagiarssem by
abways referencing where you pot information, T am mest fmilise with APA format but you may use any
bormal you wish as long &8 11 i consistently uged, 1f vou are nof familiar with how 1o relerence please come
and see me. In the exan and in the projects you may wse and are encouraged to use sources other than the
texatiok for this course The library does bave o excellent journal celled Canadian Woman Studies 1z well
33 it really nice collection of books on Women's Studies. The exams and projects ate maant to be both
scholarly and persnonal in the sense that it should contain Your own viewpoiol as well as indicate an
wpderstanding of course concepts and theories. All materials covered in cluss, readings, videos and guest
leetures are subject (¢ exumination.

Detailed information on the projects will also be given o you later in the term. Exams and projects are dise
il the begmning of class on the assipned due dale. A penalty of 5% of e erade will b removed for eack
day (ot claad) it s late. Academic misconduct amd plagiarism are taken very serionsly and are punishable
o variety of ways. Far more information on the penalties that can be imposed please see page 38 of the
current college calendar, Plense be advised that a lack of planning on your parf will not constinge an
crergency on the mstuctons pant. For example, leaving all work on a project o the last minule and hoving
i crasis anse will not get you an extension. Be aware that you triay be asked i provide evidence of prioe
work belore an extension is granted shilough extensions will rarely be granted in hew of the late penalty.
Beur 1 srund that marks are final. This means vou cannot rewrite an exam or tedo an assigntient beonse
ol a poos yrade and there are no exira assignments you can do to make wp for o posor grade.



As i significant part of this course will revalve around discussion you will be expected to read the assigned
readings and you will be expected to bring to ¢lass a one-page sumnary of the key ideas and isswees from
those readings. Some questions vou may want i consides in PTEPOFEAE YOUL SUTHITEY ATe;

-Wiat are the key (2smes and concepts in the readings?

-What do you know thal you didn't know hefore you read?

-What aspects ol the readings did you find challenging or didnt understamd?

~What might help you understond this position?

-What did you react positively/megatively to? Why do you think you reacted this way?

-LCan yout relate personally to the material?

-Has you thinking or belief system changed or been challenged by wh o read

-Why do you believe this? How did vou beam it? From whom? What il your beliefs changed?
-How could you use the infornsstion in yoor own life 1o better understand vourself or improve
yourr life or make another woman®s life betier?

“Are ere any current events { from newspapers, cinema, magazines, welevision} that strike vou as
relevint or inferesting 1o the topic? (Feel free 10 bring clippings to clags for discussion).

«Are there any questions, comments, criticisms, poems, personal EXPErICnCes of Teackions vou had
b the material?

Each weoek you will be sharing/trading your summunes with a parmer/group and discuss commonalties,
thiferences, and chailenging aspects of the msteninl, Be sure then 1o make vour summaries tiesdly prineed il
not typed so they sre easily understandable. Also keop v mind that some of the isswes wo will address will
be highly prrsenal so consider the types nf responses you are willing to share with other people in the class
It will be expected that individuals will maminin confidentiality of discussionsésummaries bui you do mot
have 1o share experiences you would rather not disclose. Don't be afraid, however, of carefully examining
what vou believe and why vou believs it
Course Schedule:
Seplember 1] Introduction
September 18 Oppression/langusgetheony
Seplember 33 Looka'Aging

Asstgnment; Self-Evoluation Project
Dieleber 2 Wark
Ctaber 9 Education'Science

Assizment: Quilt Progecs and Presentation
Oclober 14 Relatmship Vielence

Mote: Guest lecmre
Cotober 23 BondaSexunlingLesbianismyQueer Theory

Midterm exam duc

Dctaber 30 Rape/Seaual Horosament



November 6§ ProsututionParmograpley
Arsipnment Diary Project
Muvecbe 13 A, Bevera e, music
Maste: Guest lecture
Movember 20 Fertiity'Reproduction/Health
Assignment; Artistic Women Projec
Movember 17 Families

Dhecenibeer 4 Cutragecues Act and Predentalions

Grade Schodule:
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Note: Any changes 1o the course outline will be made in consultation with the students during class thine,
Should yon not be preseat in cluss when such 4 consultation is made 1t 45 your responsibility to acquire the
changed information. Also be advised that being enable to meet the expectations of reliabulity, réspect for
and cooperntion with the clags will mean you will be asked to leave the classroom in the intecsst of
preserving the bearning dpportunities of ether students.




